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C O N S T I T U T I O N  
 

 

 

 

 

PREAMBLE 
 

 

  In the name of the beneficent God of all, we who have honorably 

  served, or are now  honorably serving  our  country  in the United 

  States Marine Corps, for the common good of its Nation, and all 

  nations and people of our world, and in order that the fundamental   

  rights and freedom of every  person  may be  preserved,  to foster 

  interest in  the affairs  of  the  United  States   Marine  Corps,   to  

  protect and advance the welfare of wounded and disabled Marines  

  and their dependents,  and  for the further purposes set forth here- 

  inafter, do solemnly and  firmly associate ourselves together within 

  the State of  Illinois,  having organized a Department in conformity  

  with the provisions of  the  National   Bylaws  and   Administrative 

  Procedures of the Marine Corps  League,  do hereby ordain and  

establish this Constitution.  
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ARTICLE  I 
NAME 

 
 

SECTION 1:   THE NAME OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE:   "DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE”. 

 
 

ARTICLE  II 
CORPORATE SEAL 

 
 
SECTION  1:   THE CORPORATE SEAL OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE THE  OFFICIAL EMBLEM OF THE  MARINE 

CORPS  LEAGUE SURROUNDED BY AN OUTLINE OF THE TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

 
 

ARTICLE  III 
 

PURPOSE 
 
 

SECTION 1:  IN ADDITION TO THE  ACHIEVEMENT OF THE AIMS AND PURPOSES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,   

AS SET FORTH IN THE NATIONAL CHARTER AND BYLAWS,   IT SHALL BE THE FURTHER  PURPOSE OF THIS  
ORGANIZATION TO PROMOTE THE AIMS AND  PURPOSES OF  THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  BY STRIVING  FOR THE  
ESTABLISHMENT AND  PROPER  CONDUCT OF DETACHMENTS  IN  ALL COMMUNITIES  OF THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  
WHERE  THE  QUANTITY OF  MARINES  RESIDING  THEREIN  ARE   SUFFICIENT TO LEGALLY  CONSTITUTE A 
DETACHMENT. 

 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 

POLICY 
 
 

SECTION  1:   THIS ORGANIZATION  SHALL NEVER TAKE PART IN ANY LABOR OR MANAGEMENT DISPUTE OR ISSUE,  

AND IT SHALL EVER BE  NON-SECTARIAN,  NON-POLITICAL,  AND  NON-PARTISAN.  THE NAME OF THIS ORGANIZATION 
SHALL NOT BE USED  BY ANY  DETACHMENT THEREOF,  BY  ANY OFFICER  OR  MEMBER,  NOR SHALL  MEMBERSHIP 
IN THIS  ORGANIZATION  BE USED  AS  A MEDIUM  FOR  POLITICAL AMBITION OR  PREFERMENT.   PREFERMENT BY 
REASON OF PRESENT OR FORMER CIVILIAN OR MILITARY POSITIONS SHALL NOT BE COUNTENANCED. 
 

SECTION 2:   NOTHING IN THE  PRECEDING SECTION  SHALL PROHIBIT  THIS ORGANIZATION  OR  ANY   

DETACHMENT  THEREOF FROM  PARTICIPATING  IN  POLITICAL  ISSUES  THAT  MAY  AFFECT  THE  WELFARE  OF THE  
UNITED STATES   MARINE  CORPS,   THE NATIONAL SECURITY OF THIS NATION, OR ANY VETERAN'S CLAIM FOR  
JUSTICE ARISING OUT OF SERVICE IN THE  ARMED  FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 
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ARTICLE V 
POWERS 

SECTION  1:  THIS  ORGANIZATION (a)  SHALL HAVE  PERPETUAL SUCCESSIONS;  (b)  MAY CHARGE  AND COLLECT  

MEMBERSHIP DUES  AND  RECEIVE  CONTRIBUTIONS  OF MONEY  OR  PROPERTY  TO BE  DEVOTED TO CARRYING  
OUT THE  PURPOSES  OF THE ORGANIZATION;  (c) MAY SUE  OR  BE SUED;  (d)  MAY ADOPT  A CORPORATE SEAL AND 
ALTER  IT AT  PLEASURE;  e)  MAY ADOPT AND ALTER  BYLAWS NOT INCONSISTENT WITH THIS CONSTITUTION OR 
WITH THE CONSTITUTION AND NATIONAL BYLAWS OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE OR  WITH THE  CONSTITUTION 
AND LAWS  OF THE UNITED STATES  OR  OF THE  STATE  OF ILLINOIS;  (f)  MAY ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN OFFICES 
FOR THE CONDUCT OF ITS BUSINESS; (g) MAY  ELECT OR  APPOINT OFFICERS AND AGENTS;   (h) MAY CHOOSE  A  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES,  CONSISTING OF NOT MORE THAN  FIFTEEN PERSONS NOR  LESS THAN FIVE PERSONS, TO 
CONDUCT THE  BUSINESS  AND EXERCISE THE POWERS OF THE ORGANIZATION; (i)  MAY  ACQUIRE  BY  PURCHASE,  
DEVISE,  BEQUEST,  GIFT OR  OTHERWISE, AND HOLD,  ENCUMBER,  CONVEY, OR  OTHERWISE  DISPOSE  OF SUCH  
REAL  AND PERSONAL PROPERTY AS MAY BE NECESSARY OR APPROPRIATE FOR ITS PURPOSES;  AND  GENERALLY 
MAY DO ANY AND  ALL  LAW FUL  ACTS  NECESSARY  OR   APPROPRIATE  TO CARRY OUT  THE  PURPOSES  FOR  
WHICH THE  ORGANIZATION IS  CREATED. 
 
 

ARTICLE  VI 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
SECTION 1:    ALL  INDIVIDUALS  QUALIFIED  FOR   MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  MARINE  CORPS  LEAGUE,  IN  

ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE NATIONAL BYLAWS OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  WHO ARE EITHER MEMBERS OF ANY  
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE DETACHMENT  WITHIN  THE  STATE OF ILLINOIS  OR  A  MEMBER-AT-LARGE  RESIDING IN THE 
STATE OF ILLINOIS,  ARE  QUALIFIED AS  MEMBERS IN THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS, MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
 

ARTICLE  VII 
AMENDMENT 

 
 
SECTION 1: THIS  CONSTITUTION  MAY BE  REPEALED,  REVISED,  OR AMENDED  AT ANY  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION 
BY TWO-THIRDS  (2/3) VOTE OF THE ATTENDING  REGISTERED  AND CERTIFIED DELEGATES VOTING AT A 
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION,  PROVIDED THE PROPOSED  REPEAL, REVISION OR  AMENDMENT HAS BEEN SUBMITTED,  
IN TRIPLICATE TYPEWRITTEN FORM, TO THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE FOR REVIEW  BY THE  BYLAW 
COMMITTEE BY THE DEPARTMENT THIRD STAFF CONFERENCE. UPON COMPLETION OF THE REVIEW THE 
DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE WILL SUBMIT THE PROPOSALS TO THE NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE FOR 
APPROVAL. AFTER APPROVAL, BY THE NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE, THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE WILL 
FOREWARD THE PROPOSALS TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT FOR DISTRIBUTION OF SUCH PROPOSALS TO THE 
DETACHMENTS WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT, VIA DIRECT MAIL OR BY PUBLICATION IN THE APPROVED DEPARTMENT 
PUBLICATION, AT LEAST THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO THE OPENING OF THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION AT WHICH 
THE REPEAL, REVISION OR AMENDMENT IS TO BE CONSIDERED. ALL REVISIONS, AMENDMENTS OR REPEALS, WHICH 
DO NOT PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE, WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE AT THE CLOSE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION AT WHICH THEY ARE APPROVED.  

 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
REPEAL 

SECTION 1:  ALL EXISTING CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS, MARINE 

CORPS LEAGUE PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF, ARE HEREBY REPEALED 
 

SECTION 2:  THIS CONSTITUTION SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT FROM AND AFTER ITS ADOPTION. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Amended 

6/9/07 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

{INTENTIONALLY BLANK} 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 

 

 
 

B Y L A W S 

 
 

 
10.00   GENERAL  BYLAWS  

 
 
 10.01  DEFINITIONS.   WHEREVER THE FOLLOWING TERMS OR ABBREVIATIONS ARE USED THEY SHAL BE GIVEN THE 
MEANING AND CONSTRUCTION SET FORTH HEREINAFTER: 
 
 
   (a) DEFUNCT DETACHMENT  --  A  DETACHMENT  IN  THE  STATUS OF  "INACTIVE  DETACHMENT"  (SEE  DEFINITION)  
WHICH FAILED TO REDEEM ITSELF FROM SUCH STATUS AS OF 1 JULY. 
 
   (b) DELINQUENT MEMBER  --  ANY MEMBER  WHO  HAS NOT PAID HIS ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  DUES  PRIOR TO  
MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE AS SHOWN ON THE MEMBER'S MEMBERSHIP CARD. 
 
   (c) DEPARTMENT  --  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  ILLINOIS,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  ORGANIZED  AND  CHARTERED  
UNDER  THE AUTHORITY  OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, UNDER THE  PROVISIONS  OF ITS  CHARTER  AND  
BYLAWS;   INCORPORATED  AND CHARTERED WITHIN THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  AS A  NOT-FOR-PROFIT  
CORPORATION  UNDER THE  PROVISIONS OF "THE GENERAL NOT  FOR  PROFIT  CORPORA TION  ACT"  OF THE  STATE 
OF ILLINOIS;  THE  SOLE STATEWIDE  REPRESENTATIVE  OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  FOR ANY  AND ALL  
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AFFAIRS WITHIN THE  STATE OF ILLINOIS  TO WHICH ALL  CONSTITUENT  UNITS OF THE  
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  WITHIN  THE STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  ARE  DIRECTLY  RESPONSIBLE  AND  SUBORDINATE 
THERETO. 
 
   (d) DEPARTMENT STAFF  --  THE  DULY  ELECTIVE  AND  APPOINTIVE OFFICERS  ENTRUSTED  AND  EMPOWERED  TO  
EXECUTE THE  ADMINISTRATION  AND MANDATES OF THE  DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  (AND  
OF ITS CONVENTION), WITHIN THE PROVISIONS OF ITS CONSTITUTION AND THESE BYLAWS.  
  
   (e) DEPT. OF ILL.  --  REFERS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  AS IDENTIFIED  IN (c) 
ABOVE,  WITH IDENTICAL CONNOTATION 
 
   (f) DETACHMENT  --  A  CONSTITUENT,  BUT  SUBORDINATE,  LOCAL UNIT  DULY ESTABLISHED,  ORGANIZED  AND  
CHARTERED WITHIN  THE  TERRITORIAL  BOUNDARIES  OF THE  STATE OF ILLINOIS  UNDER THE  PROVISIONS OF  THE 
NATIONAL CHARTER  AND BYLAWS AND THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THIS DEPARTMENT. 
 
   (g) DISTRICT   --   A  CONSTITUENT,  BUT  SUBORDINATE,  COMBINE   OF  DETACHMENTS  WITHIN  SPECIFIED   
GEOGRAPHIC BOUNDARIES  WITHIN  THE  STATE   OF  ILLINOIS,  CONSTITUTED  WITHOUT  CHARTER  TO  PROVIDE   
REPRESENTATION  OF  THE DEPARTMENT  WITHIN  ITS  DISTRICT  CONFINES  FOR THE  FURTHERANCE  OF THE  
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  AND  ITS  INDIVIDUAL DETACHMENTS. 
 
   (h) DROPPED MEMBER  --  ANY MEMBER  WHO HAS BEEN  A  "DELINQUENT MEMBER"  (SEE DEFINITION)  FOR A  
PERIOD  OF ONE (1) YEAR (365 DAYS),  OR A MEMBER  WHO  HAS BEEN DROPPED  FROM THE  MEMBERSHIP  ROLLS 
OF A  DETACHMENT  FOR CAUSE. 
 
   (i) INACTIVE DETACHMENT  --  A DETACHMENT  WHICH  HAS NOT HELD  AN  OFFICIAL  ELECTION  OF OFFICERS,  
INSTALLED SUCH  OFFICERS  BY THE  LAST DAY  OF THE MONTH  SUBSEQUENT  TO THE  ELECTION  AND/OR  FAILED 
TO  FILE THE  OFFICIAL "REPORT OF OFFICERS  AND  INSTALLATION",  WITHIN  FIFTEEN  (15) DAYS  OF THE  
INSTALLATION ;  OR WHICH  HAS  FAILED TO TRANSMIT DUES FOR  AT LEAST FIFTEEN (15) MEMBERS TO  
DEPARTMENT  OR  NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  AS OF  JUNE 30  OF THE FISCAL YEAR.  
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   (j)  LIFE MEMBER/MEMBERSHIP  --  ANY MEMBER  WHOSE MEMBERSHIP  IS GUARANTEED WITH ALL RIGHTS  FOR HIS 
NATURAL LIFE  WITHOUT PAYMENT  OF ADDITIONAL DUES TO  NATIONAL,  DEPARTMENT  OR  DETACHMENT,  
PROVIDING  THAT THE HOLDER OF SUCH MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT RESIGN FROM MEMBERSHIP, OR MEMBERSHIP IS 
NOT REVOKED FOR CAUSE.     
 
   (k)  MCL  --  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
   (l)  MCLA  --  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AUXILIARY. 
 
   (m)  MEMBER-AT-LARGE  --  ANY MEMBER  IN GOOD STANDING IN A DETACHMENT  WHO TENDERS A WRITTEN 
RESIGNATION TO  THE   DETACHMENT  COMMANDANT,   WITH  THE  APPROVAL  OF  THE  DETACHMENT  
ADJUTANT/PAYMASTER  WILL  NOTIFY  NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  ON  A  STANDARD TRANSFER FORM  VIA THE  
DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER;  AND  ANY PERSON  ELIGIBLE  FOR NEW  MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  
MAY MAKE APPLICATION  ON A STANDARD APPLICATION  FORM,  ACCOMPANIED BY PROOF OF ELIGIBILITY AND THE 
FEE, AS ESTABLISHED BY NATIONAL, MAY BECOME A MEMBER- AT-LARGE. 
 
   (n)  MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING  --  ALL  MEMBERS  SHALL BE CONSIDERED  IN GOOD STANDING IN THE  MARINE 
CORPS LEAGUE  WHEN  THE REQUIRED  DUES  ARE PAID  AND  TRANSMITTED  ON OR BEFORE MEMBERSHIP 
EXPIRATION DATE  AS SHOWN ON THE MEMBER'S MEMBERSHIP CARD. 
 
   (o)  OFFICIAL DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS PUBLICATION  --  A   MAGAZINE,  NEWSPAPER,  OR  BULLETIN  TO  BE  
KNOWN  AS  ˆTHE   "ILLINOIS  MARINE"  PUBLISHED  AND  DISTRIBUTED  ON  A  PERIODICAL  BASIS,  AS A  MINIMUM,  
TO EACH  MEMBER  IN GOOD STANDING OF EACH DETACHMENT  AND MEMBERS-AT-LARGE WITHIN THIS 
DEPARTMENT. 
 
   (p)  STAFF  --  AS  ASSOCIATED  WITH THE FUNCTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT,  REFERS TO THE  DEPARTMENT 
STAFF,  AS IDENTIFIED WITHIN (d) ABOVE, WITH IDENTICAL CONNOTATION. 
 
 
 
10.11  COMPONENT GOVERNMENT.   THE  GOVERNMENT  OF THE  DEPARTMENT  SHALL BE  COMPOSED  OF  ITS  
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, DEPARTMENT STAFF, DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT, DISTRICTS, AND DETACHMENTS. 
 
 
 
10.20  POWERS.   THE GOVERNING BODY OF THIS DEPARTMENT SHALL BE THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION, 
SUBORDINATE TO THE NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
 
 
10.21  LEGISLATIVE POWERS.   THE SUPREME LEGISLATIVE  AND REGULATORY POWERS  OF THIS DEPARTMENT 
SHALL BE VESTED IN THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  WHICH  SHALL  BE  COMPOSED  OF  SEVERAL  
DETACHMENTS  WITHIN  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF ILLINOIS.  THESE POWERS  ARE SUBSERVIENT ONLY TO  THE LAWS  
OF THE  STATE OF ILLINOIS,  AND  LAWS AND  CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES,  THE  NATIONAL CHARTER  
AND  BYLAWS OF THE  MARINE  CORPS  LEAGUE,  AND THE  PROVISIONS  OF THESE BYLAWS. 
 
 
 
10.22   EXECUTIVE POWERS.   THE  SUPREME  EXECUTIVE POWERS  OF THIS  DEPARTMENT  IN THE  INTERIM  
PERIODS  BETWEEN  CONVENTIONS  SHALL BE  VESTED  IN THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  AND  THE  
DEPARTMENT  STAFF  HEREIN-AFTER  DEFINED.THESE  POWERS ARE  SUBSERVIENT  ONLY  TO THE LAWS OF  THE  
STATE  OF ILLINOIS,  THE LAWS  AND  CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED  STATES,  NATIONAL  CHARTER  AND  BYLAWS  
OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION,  AND THE PROVISIONS OF THESE BYLAWS. 
 
 
 
10.23   JUDICIAL  POWERS.   THE JUDICIAL POWERS OF THIS DEPARTMENT ARE VESTED IN THE DEPARTMENT 
JUDICIAL COMMISSION AS HEREIN-AFTER DEFINED. THE CONCLUSIONS,  DECISIONS,  OR  RECOMMENDATIONS 
RESULTANT  OF THESE  POWERS,  AFTER  RATIFICATION  BY THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF,  ARE SUBSERVIENT  ONLY TO  
THE  LAWS OF THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,  LAWS AND  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED STATES,  THE  NATIONAL  
CHARTER  AND  BYLAWS OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION,  AND  THE PROVISIONS 
OF THESE BYLAWS. 
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10.31  DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS.   PENDING  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF PERMANENT  BUSINESS  OFFICE  AND  
HEADQUARTERS, THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  SHALL  ANNUALLY  DESIGNATE  THE LOCATION OF  DEPARTMENT  
HEADQUARTERS.  SHOULD THE STAFF FAIL TO  MAKE SUCH  DESIGNATION  AT ITS  FIRST STAFF CONFERENCE,  THE 
RIGHT  AND  DUTY  TO DO  SHALL  DEVOLVE UPON THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT. 
 
 
 
10.32  DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION.   THE ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF THIS DEPARTMENT SHALL BE, IN 
RESPECTIVE ORDER OF DECLINING PRIORITY, AUTHORITY, AND SUPERVISION, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
   (a)  THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 
 
   (b)  THE DEPARTMENT STAFF. 
 
   (c)  THE DISTRICTS, EIGHT IN NUMBER, AS HEREIN-AFTER IDENTIFIED.  
 
   (d)  DETACHMENTS, ORGANIZED IN LOCALES WHEREIN THE MEMBERSHIP ASSOCIATED. 
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20.00   DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  

 
 
 
20.01  CONVENTION ASSEMBLY.   THE  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION  SHALL  ASSEMBLE  ONCE  ANNUALLY  UNLESS  
PREVENTED BY  NATIONAL  EMERGENCY  OR  OTHER  UNPREVENTABLE  CAUSE.  THE ASSEMBLY  SHALL  CONSIST  
OF THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF AND  CERTIFIED  DELEGATES  AND  ALTERNATES  ELECTED  BY  EACH  DETACHMENT 
TO  REPRESENT  THEIR  DETACHMENT  AND THE MEMBERSHIP  THEREOF.   EACH  DETACHMENT  SHALL  BE  
PROVIDED  WRITTEN  NOTIFICATION  OF  DATES  AND  LOCATION  OF PENDING CONVENTION AT LEAST FORTY-FIVE 
(45) DAYS PRIOR TO THE OPENING  DATE OF THE CONVENTION.  
 
 
20.02  ORDER OF THE CONVENTION.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY  OF THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  TO CONSULT  
WITH HIS STAFF, IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING  THE OPENING  OF THE  CONVENTION,  AS TO  THE BUSINESS  TO COME  
BEFORE  THE CONVENTION AND TO OUTLINE THE ORDER OF SAME TO EXPEDITE THE PROCEEDINGS.  
 
 
20.11  ASSEMBLY DATE.   THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION  SHALL NORMALLY  ASSEMBLE  DURING  THE MONTH OF 
JUNE; IN NO CASE  SHALL THE CONVENTION  BE ASSEMBLED  EARLIER  THAN  MAY 1,  NOR LATER THAN  JULY 15.  
THE TIME  AND  PLACE FOR CONVENING  THE SUCCEEDING  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION  SHALL BE  DETERMINED  AT 
EACH  CONVENTION,  BUT  SHOULD  THE CONVENTION FAIL  TO MAKE  SUCH  DETERMINATION,  THE RIGHT  AND  
DUTY TO DO SO  SHALL DEVOLVE  UPON  THE DEPARTMENT STAFF.  DECISION ON SITE IN THE LATTER CASE SHOULD 
BE MADE AT LEAST EIGHT (8) MONTHS PRIOR TO THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CONVENTION. INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE TIME AND PLACE OF THE FORTHCOMING CONVENTION SHALL BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL MEMBERS AS SOON 
AS PRACTICAL AFTER DETERMINATION HAS BEEN MADE. 
 
 
 
20.21  CONVENTION DELEGATES.   EACH DETACHMENT  SHALL BE  ENTITLED TO  ONE (1)  DELEGATE AND  ONE (1)  
ALTERNATE FOR EACH  BLOCK OF FIFTEEN  (15), OR ANY FRACTION  THEREOF, OF ITS  MEMBERSHIP IN  GOOD 
STANDING  AS OF  FIFTEEN (15)DAYS PRIOR TO THE  OPENING DATE  OF THE CONVENTION.  EACH  DELEGATION 
SHALL HAVE  AN APPOINTED CHAIRMAN  OF ITS DELEGATION;  SUCH  CHAIRMAN  SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE  FOR THE 
ORDER OF THAT DELEGATION,  AND SHALL  RESPOND  FOR THE DELEGATION ON A ROLL CALL VOTE.  
 
 
 
20.31  CONVENTION CREDENTIALS.   EACH  DELEGATE AND  EACH ALTERNATE  TO THE  CONVENTION  MUST HAVE  
HIS  CREDENTIALS  CERTIFIED  BY THE  CONVENTION  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE.  THE  DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT  
WILL  FORWARD  TO EACH DETACHMENT  ADEQUATE  COPIES OF  CONVENTION CREDENTIAL  FORMS,  WITH ADVICE  
OF THE QUANTITY  OF DELEGATES  AND ALTERNATES SUCH DETACHMENT IS ENTITLED.  THESE  CREDENTIAL FORMS  
WITH  NECESSARY INSTRUCTIONS,  WILL BE  SENT TO ALL DETACHMENTS   AT  LEAST  THIRTY  (30)  DAYS  PRIOR TO  
THE  OPENING  DATE OF  THE  CONVENTION.   EACH  DETACHMENT SHALL  COMPLETE  THE  CREDENTIAL  FORMS,  
AUTHENTICATE  THEIR  SELECTION OF  DELEGATES  AND  ALTERNATES  BY  AFFIXING SIGNATURES  OF THE  
DETACHMENT COMMANDANT  AND ADJUTANT,  AND FORWARD  REQUIRED  COPIES  TO THE  CONVENTION 
CREDENTIALS  CHAIRPERSON  NOT LATER  THAN  TEN  (10)  DAYS  PRIOR TO  THE  OPENING  DATE  OF THE  
CONVENTION.  THE OFFICIAL  CONVENTION REGISTRATION  BADGE,  FURNISHED  TO ALL  REGISTRANTS,  SHALL BE  
WORN  AT ALL  SESSIONS OF THE CONVENTION.  
 
 
 
20.41  CONVENTION REGISTRATION.   (a)  EACH ACCREDITED  DELEGATE,  ALTERNATE TO  THE  CONVENTION,  EACH  
OFFICER OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF,  AND  EACH  MEMBER  OF THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF  MUST BE  REGISTERED.  
ALL  APPROVED  AND CERTIFIED  DELEGATES,  ALTERNATES AND MEMBERS  WILL RECEIVE  FROM  THE CONVENTION  
REGISTRATION COMMITTEE,  A  CONVENTION  PROGRAM BOOKLET  AND  SUCH ACTIVITIES  STRIP TICKETS  AS THEY  
DESIRE  UPON PAYMENT  OF THE  AMOUNT INDICATED ON THE CONVENTION ACTIVITIES STRIP TICKET. 
 
  (b)  REGISTRATION FEES AT THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION SHALL BE FIVE ($ 5.00) DOLLARS. 
    
 (c)  THE  TOTAL  REGISTRATION  FEES  COLLECTED  BY THE  CONVENTION  COMMITTEE  SHALL BE  RETURNED  TO 
THE  DEPARTMENT.  WHEN THE  MCLA CONVENTION IS HELD  IN CONJUNCTION  WITH THE  MCL CONVENTION  AND  
REGISTRATION FEES  OF THE  MCLA  ARE  INCLUDED  IN THE  TOTAL FEES  COLLECTED,  THIS  DEPARTMENT  SHALL  
IN-TURN  TRANSFER  THE  APPROPRIATE PORTIONS  OF THESE FEES TO THE MCLA, CONSISTENT  WITH THE  
NUMBER OF MCLA REGISTRANTS ON RECORD).  
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20.51  CONVENTION QUORUM.   THE QUORUM REQUIRED TO CONVENE THE DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  SHALL BE  A 
MAJORITY OF THE  ELECTIVE  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS (INCLUDING  AT LEAST  TWO (2) DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES),  
THE ADJUTANT  AND AT  LEAST  FIVE (5) CERTIFIED DELEGATES  (NOT INCLUDING THE ABOVE).  SHOULD A  QUORUM  
FAIL TO  EXIST  AT THE TIME  OF THE  FIRST CALL TO ORDER,  THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  SHALL DELAY  THE 
OPENING OF THE  CONVENTION  FOR  ONE-HALF (1/2)  HOUR.  AT THE  ANNOUNCED HOUR  OF THE  SECOND CALL  TO 
ORDER,  IF NO  QUORUM  EXISTS,  THE COMMANDANT  SHALL HAVE  THE POWER TO  APPOINT  ANY PAST  
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT, ANY  DETACHMENT COMMANDANT,  OR ANY  PAST  DETACHMENT COMMANDANT (OF 
THIS DEPARTMENT) WHO ARE PRESENT, TO SERVE PRO TEMPORE, IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A QUORUM.                
 
 
 
20.61  CONVENTION VOTE.   (a)  ELEGATES WHO HAVE REGISTERED,  PAID THEIR  REQUIRED  REGISTRATION FEES,  
WHOSE CREDENTIALS  ARE AUTHENTICATED  BY  THEIR  DETACHMENTS  AND APPROVED  BY THE  CREDENTIALS 
COMMITTEE,  MAY VOTE  IN THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION.                                                      
 
   (b)  NO ALTERNATE  MAY VOTE  IN PLACE OF A REGISTERED  DELEGATE UNLESS THE FULL COMPLEMENT OF  
DELEGATES  REPRESENTING  THE DETACHMENT  ARE NOT AVAILABLE  ON THE CONVENTION FLOOR,  THEN ONLY  
MAY THE  ALTERNATE VOTE,  PROVIDING SUCH ALTERNATE IS  PROPERLY REGISTERED  AND CERTIFIED  BY THE 
CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE. 
 
   (c)  A SIMPLE MAJORITY  VOTE IN CONVENTION  WILL CARRY ANY MEASURE OR  DECIDE ANY ISSUE,  EXCEPT 
AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES,  SUSPENSION OF THE RULES,  A MOTION TO  RECONSIDER A PREVIOUS  ADOPTED 
MOTION,  CHANGES,  AMENDMENTS OR REVISION  TO THE DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION  OR BYLAWS;  ALL OF  WHICH 
REQUIRE A  TWO-THIRDS (2/3) VOTE  TO CARRY. 
 
   (d)  DURING A VOICE VOTE, STANDING VOTE OR A  SHOW OF HANDS VOTE,  EACH DELEGATE (OR AUTHORIZED 
ALTERNATE IN HIS  STEAD),  EACH  ELECTIVE  MEMBER  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF,  EACH  PAST  DEPARTMENT  
COMMANDANT   (ILL.),  EACH MEMBER-AT-LARGE  (OF THIS  DEPARTMENT),  AND  EACH  PAST  NATIONAL  
COMMANDANT  (OF THIS  DEPARTMENT),   PROVIDING ALL ARE  IN  GOOD STANDING  AND ARE  PROPERLY 
REGISTERED, SHALL BE ENTITLED TO ONE (1) VOTE WHENEVER  ANY OF THESE METHODS OF VOTING ARE 
EMPLOYED. 
 
   (e)  DURING A ROLL CALL VOTE, EACH  DETACHMENT  DELEGATE  IS ENTITLED  TO CAST A VOTE  FOR  FIFTEEN  (15)  
MEMBERS, PROVIDING  THE  TOTAL VOTE  DOES NOT  EXCEED  THE DETACHMENT STRENGTH  OF MEMBERS  IN  
GOOD  STANDING,  AS  OF FIFTEEN  (15)  DAYS  PRIOR TO THE  OPENING DATE OF THE CONVENTION.  THE FULL 
COMPLEMENT  OF A DELEGATION  MUST  BE ON THE CONVENTION FLOOR IN ORDER THAT THE FULL VOTING 
STRENGTH  MAY BE CAST.  WHEN LESS  THAN  THE  FULL QUOTA OF DELEGATES  ARE  IN THE  ASSEMBLY,  THE 
DELEGATION  IS PERMITTED TO VOTE  THE  PRO-RATED  VOTING  STRENGTH  OF THE DETACHMENT  CONSISTENT  
WITH THE  REPRESENTATIVE  RATIO  OF THEIR  DELEGATION  IN  THE  ASSEMBLY;  HOWEVER,  SHOULD THERE  BE A  
DIVISION OF OPINION  WITHIN  THE  DELEGATION,  THE VOTE OF THE  DELEGATES PRESENT  MAY BE  ACCORDINGLY 
SPLIT,  OR PRO-RATED  ACCORDING TO THE  RATIO  OF THE  DETACHMENT  VOTING  STRENGTH  WHICH EACH  
DELEGATE  REPRESENTS.   FOLLOWING THE  ROLL CALL  OF  DETACHMENTS, (EXCEPT FOR ELECTIONS),  THE  ROLL 
CALL OF THE  ELECTIVE  MEMBERS OF THE  DEPARTMENT  SHALL OCCUR  FOR THEIR VOTING,  FOLLOWED FURTHER 
BY THE ROLL CALL  OF ATTENDING  PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANTS (IL.),  PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDANTS (OF 
THIS DEPT.),  AND MEMBERS-AT-LARGE  (OF THIS DEPT.),  WHO ARE IN  GOOD STANDING AND PROPERLY 
REGISTERED,  (EACH ENTITLED TO A SINGLE VOTE). 
 
   (f)  NO VOTE SHALL BE PERMITTED TO BE CAST BY PROXY. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Changed 

6/9/07 
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20.70  DEPARTMENT NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 
 
 
 
20.71  NOMINATIONS.  (a)  ALL NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTIVE OFFICE  IN THE DEPARTMENT  SHALL BE MADE ANNUALLY 
AND SHALL BE MADE FROM THE FLOOR OF THE CONVENTION.  THE NOMINATIONS SHALL BE SOLICITED FROM THE 
ASSEMBLY. 
 
   (b)  IN ADDITION  TO THE  OFFICER  ELIGIBILITY  PROVISIONS HEREINAFTER CONTAINED,  NOMINEES  MUST BE  
PROPERLY REGISTERED  AND MUST BE  PRESENT TO  BE NOMINATED;  OR, IF ATTENDANCE  IS JUSTIFIABLY  
PREVENTED,   A WRITTEN STATEMENT OF ACCEPTANCE, SIGNED BY  THE NOMINEE,  WILL BE  PRESENTED  ON 
BEHALF  OF THE  CANDIDATE  BY THE  PERSON  MAKING  THE NOMINATION. 
 
   (c)  ANY MEMBER, OTHERWISE ELIGIBLE FOR NOMINATION TO AN OFFICE, MAY BE NOMINATED FOR MORE THAN 
ONE OFFICE, PROVIDING THERE IS AT LEAST ONE OTHER ALTERNATE NOMINEE FOR EACH OF THE OFFICES FOR 
WHICH HE IS NOMINATED. 
 
   (d)  ANY PERSON MAY DECLINE A NOMINATION DURING THE NOMINATION PROCESSES FOR THAT SPECIFIC OFFICE. 
 
   (e)  NO NOMINEE FOR AN OFFICE SHALL NOMINATE ANOTHER PERSON FOR THE SAME OFFICE TO WHICH HE IS 
ALREADY A CANDIDATE. 
 
   (f)  NOMINATIONS SHALL BE OPENED DURING THE LAST PORTION OF THE DAY' S BUSINESS SESSION ON THE DAY 
PRECEDING THE DATE OF THE ELECTION.   NOMINATIONS SHALL BE HELD OPEN UNTIL IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO THE 
ELECTION FOR EACH OFFICE.  
 
   (g)  FOR THE OFFICES OF  DISTRICT COMMANDANTS, THE VARIOUS DISTRICTS  SHALL  SEPARATELY  MEET IN  
CAUCUS  TO ELECT THEIR  NOMINEE  FOR  THEIR  DISTRICT COMMANDANT  IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING  THE  
NOMINATIONS  OF ALL  OTHER  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS.  A MAJORITY VOTE  OF THE  REGISTERED DELEGATES OF 
THE  DETACHMENTS  REPRESENTED  WITHIN  THE  DISTRICT SHALL  BE REQUIRED  TO ELECT A NOMINEE  FOR  
DISTRICT COMMANDANT.  THE ANNOUNCEMENT  OF SUCH  NOMINATIONS  TO THE  ENTIRE CONVENTION  IS NOT  
NECESSARY  UNTIL  AFTER  THE ELECTION OF THE  BALANCE  OF THE  DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS. IN THE  CASE  
WHERE  ONE OF THESE  DISTRICT  ELECTED  NOMINEES  ARE  ELECTED TO  ANOTHER  OFFICE,  ANOTHER  CAUCUS 
SHALL BE AUTHORIZED FOR THE AFFECTED DISTRICT TO FACILITATE ELECTION OF ANOTHER CANDIDATE. 
 
 
 
20.72  ELECTIONS.  (a)  ELECTION OF DEPARTMENT OFFICERS SHALL BE HELD ANNUALLY AS THE LAST PORTION OF 
THE LAST DAY'S BUSINESS SESSION OF THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION.  (INSTALLATION OF THESE OFFICERS SHALL 
TAKE PLACE PRIOR TO THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE CONVENTION AND THE FILING OF "REPORT OF OFFICERS AND 
INSTALLATION"  DURING FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS BY THE NEW DEPARTMENT STAFF). 
 
   (b)  ELECTION OF DEPARTMENT OFFICERS SHALL BE BY ROLL CALL VOTE WHENEVER THERE ARE MORE THAN ONE 
CANDI-- 
DATE IN CONTEST FOR AN OFFICE. 
 
   (c)  A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES CAST IS REQUIRED TO ELECT DEPARTMENT OFFICERS.  WHEN A MAJORITY IS  NOT 
OBTAINED ON THE FIRST  BALLOT,  A SECOND BALLOTING  WILL COMMENCE  IMMEDIATELY AFTER A CAUCUS  (UP TO 
TEN (10) MINUTES)  IS COMPLETED.  SHOULD A  MAJORITY VOTE  NOT BE  ACHIEVED ON A SECOND BALLOT, THE 
CANDIDATE WITH THE  LEAST VOTES  SHALL BE ELIMINATED AS A  CANDIDATE  AND A  THIRD THE ABOVE STEP SHALL 
BE REPEATED UNTIL A MAJORITY VOTE IS REALIZED. 
 
   (d)  THE  ELECTION  OF  DISTRICT COMMANDANTS  SHALL BE  HELD  AFTER  ALL OTHER  DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS  
HAVE  BEEN ELECTED.  EACH  DISTRICT  SHALL BE  POLLED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT  ADJUTANT  FOR  THE  
ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  THEIR  ELECTED NOMINEE.  AFTER SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT, A VOICE VOTE WILL BE SOLICITED 
FROM THE CONVENTION ASSEMBLY TO RATIFY THE ELECTION OF THE DISTRICT COMMANDANTS. 
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20.73  ELECTION SUPERVISORS.   (a)  PRIOR TO THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS,  THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  
SHALL APPOINTA COMMITTEE  OF FOUR (4)  DELEGATES TO SERVE AS ELECTION SUPERVISORS;  APPOINTMENTS 
WILL BE SUBJECT  TO APPROVAL OF THE ASSEMBLY. 
 
   (b)  THE COMMITTEE SHALL BE COMPOSED   OF AT LEAST TWO  (2)  MEMBERS  WHO ARE  EITHER  PAST 
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS  OR  CURRENT  DETACHMENT COMMANDANTS  (OR  A  MIX OF  THE TWO)  PLUS TWO  
OTHER DELEGATES.   NO  TWO (2) OF THESE APPOINTED SHALL BE OF THE  SAME  DETACHMENT,  NOR  SHALL  A  
CANDIDATE  FOR  ANY  ELECTIVE  OFFICE  BE APPOINTED.  TWO OF THESE SUPERVISORS SHALL ACT AS TELLERS 
AND TWO SHALL SERVE AS JUDGES.          
 
   (c) THESE SUPERVISORS SHALL BE PROVIDED BRIEF BUT COMPREHENSIVE INSTRUCTIONS PRIOR TO THEIR 
OFFICIATING. 
 
 
 
20.80  CONVENTION COMMITTEE. 
 
 
   
20.81  DEPARTMENT LIAISON COMMITTEE.   (a)  THE DEPARTMENT  LIAISON COMMITTEE  SHALL BE  CONSTITUTED TO  
PROVIDE FOR  REPRESENTATION OF THE DEPARTMENT IN THE PLANING AND CONDUCT OF THE DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION. 
 
   (b)  THIS COMMITTEE  SHALL BE  COMPOSED OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  LIAISON OFFICER  (AS THE CHAIRMAN),  ONE  
MEMBER OF THE  TIME AND PLACE  COMMITTEE,  AND  ONE MEMBER  APPOINTED BY  THE  DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT,  BUT NOT  FROM THE PROPOSED CONVENTION CITY 
 
   (c)  THIS COMMITTEE  SHALL ACT  IN AN  ADVISORY  CAPACITY  TO  THE  HOSTING  DETACHMENT  COMMITTEE,  AND  
SHALL GENERALLY  REVIEW THE  PLANS  AND PREPARATIONS  MADE FOR  THE CONVENTION  OBJECTIVELY TO  
ASSURE SUCCESS  OF THE CONVENTION. 
 
 
 
20.82  HOSTING DETACHMENT COMMITTEE.   (a)  THE HOSTING  DETACHMENT COMMITTEE  SHALL  BE CONSIDERED  
AS BEING THE TOTAL MEMBERSHIP  OF THE  HOST DETACHMENT;  HOWEVER,  FOR THE  PURPOSES OF  
MANAGEMENT  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLS AND  RECORD KEEPING,  A COMMITTEE  SHALL BE APPOINTED  BY 
THE  DETACHMENT,  AT A MINIMUM,  TO INCLUDE A CHAIRMAN, A SECRETARY, A TREASURER, AND THREE (3) 
DIRECTORS. 
 
   (b)  IT SHALL BE THE GENERAL DUTIES OF THE HOSTING DETACHMENT COMMITTEE TO: 
 

(1)  PERFORM THE NECESSARY TASKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION.  

 
        (2)  COORDINATE THE PROPOSED CONVENTION PROGRAM AND SCHEDULED ACTIVITIES WITH THE DEPARTMENT 
            COMMANDANT, THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT LIAISON COMMITTEE. 
 
        (3)  KEEP THE DEPARTMENT MCL AND MCLA AND THE MEMBERS INFORMED OF CONVENTION PLANS. 
 
        (4)  PERFORM CERTAIN MISCELLANEOUS DUTIES DURING THE CONVENTION. 
 
        (5)  PROVIDE FOR SOCIAL AND ENTERTAINMENT ACTIVITIES DURING THE CONVENTION. 
 
        (6)  MAINTAIN SEPARATE, COMPLETE AND ACCURATE RECORDS OF ALL MONEYS RECEIVED AND DISBURSED 
            DURING THE EXECUTION OF THEIR ACTIONS AS HOST. 
 
   (c)  THE DETACHMENT  SUCCESSFUL IN SECURING APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT  AS THE NEXT HOST, SHALL BE 
CONTACTED BY THE  DEPARTMENT  REGISTERED AGENT  WHO  WILL SECURE  THE NECESSARY  INCORPORATION  
UNDER  THE PROVISIONS OF  "THE GENERAL NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION ACT"  OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
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 (d)   IMMEDIATELY  AFTER RECEIVING  COPY OF ABOVE  CORPORATION STATUS  (FROM THE DEPARTMENT  
REGISTERED  AGENT), AND AFTER  SELECTION  OF ITS CHAIRMAN AND TREASURER,  THE HOSTING DETACHMENT  
SHALL SECURE  A BOND COVERING,  AT MINIMUM, THE CHAIRMAN  AND  TREASURER FOR THE  AMOUNT OF FIVE 
THOUSAND  ($ 5,000.00)  DOLLARS.  THIS  BOND  IS TO COVER  FINANCES  HANDLING  AND  THE  PROPER  
PERFORMANCE  OF DUTY  FROM  TIME OF CORPORATION  FILING  EXTENDING THROUGH THE  CONVENTION  UNTIL  
ACCEPTANCE  OF THE  FINAL  REPORTS  OF THIS  COMMITTEE  BY THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF, (GENERALLY  THE 
SECOND  STAFF CONFERENCE).  PROOF OF HAVING BEEN BONDED SHALL PRESENTED TO THE DEPARTMENT 
LIAISON COMMITTEE NOT LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER RECEIVING CORPORATION STATUS.  THE COSTS OF 
THE PREMIUM FOR SUCH BOND SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS A CONVENTION EXPENSE AND THEREFORE SHALL BE 
PAID OUT OF THE GROSS PROCEEDS OF THAT CONVENTION RECEIPTS. 
 
   (e)   THE HOSTING  DETACHMENT COMMITTEE  SHALL  DEVELOP  A CONTRACT  WITH THE  HOTEL/MOTEL,   
ESTABLISHING  THE AGREEMENT TO  FREE  CONVENTION  MEETING HALLS, PRICES  OF ROOMS  FOR THE 
DELEGATIONS,  AND GENERAL USE OF FACILITIES, TO BE  SIGNED BY BOTH  THE HOTEL/MOTEL  MANAGEMENT AND 
THE LOCAL COMMITTEE;  A COPY OF WHICH IS TO BE SENT TO THE TIME AND PLACE COMMITTEE  AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE AFTER ACCEPTANCE OF THE DETACHMENT'S BID. 
 
   (f)    THE HOSTING  DETACHMENT COMMITTEE  SHALL ESTABLISH STRIP TICKETS  AND PRICES  FOR THE VARIOUS 
ACTIVITIES AND COORDINATE SAME WITH THE DEPARTMENT LIAISON COMMITTEE. 
 
   (g)   AFTER  CONCLUSION  OF THE  CONVENTION,  THE HOSTING DETACHMENT COMMITTEE  SHALL PREPARE A 
SIGNED FINANCIAL REPORT  CONTAINING  A COMPLETE  SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS  AND DISBURSEMENTS  TO BE  
PRESENTED  TO THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF NOT LATER THAN THE  SECOND STAFF CONFERENCE. 
 
   (h)   THE HOSTING DETACHMENT COMMITTEE SHALL, AT THE SECOND STAFF CONFERENCE, SHOW PROOF THAT 
ALL DEBTS INCURRED BY THE CONVENTION HAVE BEEN PAID IN FULL.  
 
   (i)   THE HOSTING DETACHMENT SHALL, NOT LATER THAN THE SECOND STAFF CONFERENCE, BE PREPARED TO 
RECEIVE AND ACCEPT THE DETACHMENT'S SIXTY (60%)  PERCENT SHARE  OF THE  NET  PROCEEDS  OF THE  
CONVENTION  (AFTER  ALL BILLS  HAVE BEEN  PAID AND  AFTER  ALL  REGISTRATION FEES  HAVE  BEEN  DEDUCTED),  
AND  SHALL BE  FURTHER  PREPARED TO REMIT THE OTHER FORTY (40%)  PERCENT TO THE DEPARTMENT. 
 
 
 
21.00  RULES OF THE CONVENTION. 
 
 
 
21.01  RULES.   THE FOLLOWING RULES SHALL PREVAIL AT EACH CONVENTION AND COPIES SHALL BE MADE  
AVAILABLE TO EACH REGISTERED DELEGATE AND ALTERNATE ATTENDING EACH CONVENTION:  
 
 
   (a)   THE BUSINESS SESSIONS SHALL BE CONDUCTED UNDER THE PRESCRIBED RITUAL OF THE MARINE CORPS 
LEAGUE.  
   (b)   THE CONDUCT OF BUSINESS AT ALL BUSINESS SESSIONS SHALL BE GOVERNED BY THE NATIONAL BYLAWS 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES, AND THE DEPARTMENT BYLAWS.  PARLIAMENTARY REFERENCE SHALL BE 
ROBERT'S REVISED RULES OF ORDER. 
 
   (c)   NO PERSON OR PERSONS SHALL BE PERMITTED TO ATTEND THE BUSINESS SESSIONS UNLESS THEY ARE 
MEMBERS IN GOOD STANDING OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
   (d)   SHOULD THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  DESIRE TO ADMIT  ANY  VISITOR  TO THE BUSINESS  FOR ANY  
PURPOSE,  HE SHALL FIRST  DECLARE THE  CONVENTION UNDER THE "GOOD OF THE ORDER"  AND ADMIT THE 
VISITOR.  AFTER THE PURPOSE HAS BEEN COMPLETED, HE SHALL DISMISS THE VISITOR AND DECLARE THE 
CONVENTION OPEN UNDER THE BUSINESS BEING TRANSPIRED PRIOR TO THE TIME OF THE ADMISSION OF THE 
VISITOR 
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  (e)   DELEGATES, ALTERNATES AND MEMBERS DESIRING TO LEAVE THE HALL DURING BUSINESS SESSION, SHALL 
PRESENT THEMSELVES TO THE CENTER AND SALUTE THE CHAIR. 
 
   (f)   ANY MEMBER, DESIRING THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR, WILL RISE, ADDRESS THE CHAIR AS "SIR 
COMMANDANT" AND WHEN RECOGNIZED, WILL STATE HIS OR HER NAME, AND IDENTIFY THE MEMBER'S 
DETACHMENT. 
 
   (g)   ALL  REGISTERED  AND  APPROVED  DELEGATES,   REGISTERED   DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS,  REGISTERED  
PAST  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS  AND ALL  REGISTERED  DETACHMENT COMMANDANTS, WHEN RECOGNIZED  BY  
THE CHAIR,  SHALL BE  AFFORDED THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR AND THE RIGHT TO SPEAK  IN ANY DISCUSSION OR 
DEBATE IN THE ASSEMBLY. 
 
   (h)   NO ALTERNATE SHALL BE GRANTED THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR  UPON A MOTION OR QUESTION OF A 
MOTION  WHEN THE  FULL  COMPLEMENT OF  HIS  OR  HER  DETACHMENT  DELEGATION  IS SEATED.  THE 
COMMANDANT SHALL QUESTION THE CHAIRMAN OF CONCERNED DELEGATION AS TO WHETHER OR NOT THE 
DELEGATION IS COMPLETE BEFORE GIVING PERMISSION TO THE ALTERNATE TO SPEAK. 
 
   (i)   NO DELEGATE SHALL BE PERMITTED TO SPEAK TWICE ON A QUESTION OF A MOTION UNLESS ALL OTHER  
SPEAKERS  HAVE FINISHED,  AT WHICH TIME  HE OR SHE  SHALL BE  PERMITTED  TO SPEAK  ONCE  MORE ON THE  
PENDING  SUBJECT.  TIME LIMIT, THREE (3) MINUTES. 
 
   (j)   WHEN A "POINT OF ORDER" IS CALLED, THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE SHALL RENDER AN OPINION ON 
LAW AND PROCEDURE TO THE CHAIR. 
 
   (k)   THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE SHALL POST IN A CONSPICUOUS PLACE, AND MAINTAIN 
CURRENT, A LISTING OF THE DETACHMENTS REPRESENTED AND THE VOTING STRENGTH OF EACH. 
 
   (l)   ANY THREE (3) DETACHMENTS CONCURRING SHALL BE AFFORDED A ROLL CALL VOTE. 
 
 
   (m)   THE COMMANDANT SHALL PERMIT UP TO A TEN  (10)  MINUTE RECESS  PRIOR TO THE CALLING OF THE ROLL 
ON A ROLL CALL  VOTE  TO PERMIT  THE  DETACHMENT CHAIRMEN  TO POLL THEIR  DELEGATES  AND  TO BE  READY  
TO CAST  THEIR  VOTE WHEN POLLED. 
 
   (n)   THE ADJUTANT SHALL CALL THE NAME OF THE DETACHMENTS AND ANNOUNCE VOTING STRENGTH OF EACH 
ON ALL ROLL CALL VOTES AND FOR THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS.  IF A DETACHMENT IS CALLED AND NO DELEGATE 
REPLIES AT THE TIME OF THE POLLING, THE VOTE OF THAT DETACHMENT SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS A PASS.  IF A 
DETACHMENT SHOULD PASS THE VOTE, THE DETACHMENT SHALL AGAIN BE CALLED AFTER ALL OTHER 
DETACHMENTS HAVE BEEN POLLED. TWO PASSES MAXIMUM WILL BE PERMITTED. 
 
   (o)   NOMINATION SPEECHES IN BEHALF OF ANY CANDIDATE SHALL BE LIMITED TO THREE (3) MINUTES BY EACH 
SPEAKER. SECONDING SPEECHES SHALL BE LIMITED TO ONE (1) MINUTE. 
 
 
 
22.00  CONVENTION PREPARATION.  
 
 
 
22.11  BIDS FOR CONVENTION.   (a)   ONLY FORMAL WRITTEN BIDS FOR A DEPARTMENT CONVENTION SHALL BE 
CONSIDERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS AND ITS TIME AND PLACE COMMITTEE. 
 
   (b)   MAXIMUM EFFORT SHALL BE  MADE BY  ANY  DETACHMENT  PLANNING  TO HOST A  CONVENTION  TO  PRESENT  
THEIR FORMAL, WRITTEN BID  TO THE  TIME AND PLACE  COMMITTEE  DURING THE  EARLY PART  OF THE 
CONVENTION  (ONE YEAR PRIOR TO THE CONVENTION THEY PLAN  TO HOST) TO FACILITATE  JUST EVALUATION  OF 
ALL BIDS  AND SUBMISSION  TO THE CONVEN- 
TION FOR A DECISION. 
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 (c)   THE  FOLLOWING  ITEMS,  AT  A  MINIMUM,  SHALL  BE  INCLUDED  IN  EACH  FORMAL  BID  PROPOSAL  PACKAGE: 
 

(1)   A LETTER FROM THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE OF THE PROPOSED HOST CITY'S CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, EXTENDING AN INVITATION TO THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 

 
(2)   A LETTER OF INVITATION FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (MAYOR OR MANAGER) OF THE 

PROPOSED HOST CITY. 
 

(3)   A LETTER FROM THE PROPOSED HOST CITY'S HOTEL MANAGER'S ASSOCIATION, OR FROM EACH  
INDIVIDUAL HOTEL/ MOTEL, SETTING FORTH THE ACCOMMODATIONS AVAILABLE  AND CERTIFYING  THAT 
THEIR  FACILITIES  ARE  WHEEL CHAIR ACCESSIBLE. 

 
(4)   A RESOLUTION FROM THE PROPOSED HOST DETACHMENT INVITING  THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION,   

TOGETHER  WITH THE DECLARATION THAT THE  DETACHMENT SHALL COMPLY  WITH  THE  PREREQUISITE  
REQUIREMENTS  ESTAB LISHED IN THESE BYLAWS,  SHALL COOPERATE WITH AND SUBJECT ITSELF TO THE 
REQUIREMENTS AND AUTHORITY OF THE DEPARTMENT DURING THE PERIOD OFTHE CONVENTION ANDTHE 
REQUIRED FOLLOW-ON ACTIONS AND REPORTS. 

 
 
 
(d)   IN CASE NO VIABLE BID IS RECEIVED BY THE SECOND STAFF CONFERENCE OR IF, IN THE OPINION OF THE 
COMMANDANT AND AGREED TO BY THE MEMBERS OF THE STAFF ASSEMBLED, THAT IT WOULD BE IN THE BEST 
INTEREST OF THE DEPARTMENTSTAFF TO CONDUCT THE CONVENTION THEY MAY DO SO WITHOUT A HOSTING 
DETACHMENT. IN THIS CASE, THE SITE SELECTED WILL BE IN A CENTRAL LOCATION IN ILLINOIS DEFINED AS BEING 
WITHIN THE BOUNDARIES OF INTERSTATE 80 ON THE NORTH AND INTERSTATE 72 ON THE SOUTH.  
 
 
 
22.21 CONVENTION FACILITIY REQUIREMENTS ANY DETACHMENT DESIRING TO HOST THE DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION MUST BE PREPARED TO SUPPLY THE FOLLOWING WITHOUT ANY CHARGES TO THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ILLINOIS: 
 
 

(a)   A  SUITABLE HALL  OF SUFFICIENT  SIZE TO  ACCOMMODATE A  JOINT MEETING OF THE  MCL  AND  MCLA         
DELEGATES, ALTERNATES  AND  VISITORS. 

 
(b)   A SUITABLE BANQUET ROOM/BALLROOM OF SUFFICIENT SIZE TO ACCOMMODATE A BANQUET AND DANCING 
FOR THE CLIMAX OF THE CONVENTION. 

 
(c)   ONE MEETING HALL FOR EACH, THE MCL AND THE MCLA, FOR BUSINESS SESSIONS THROUGHOUT THE 
DURATION OF THE CONVENTION. 

 
(d)   ONE ROOM AT THE CONVENTION HOTEL/MOTEL, FOR THE DURATION OF THE CONVENTION, FOR THE USE OF 
THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT. 

 
(e)   ONE ROOM AT THE CONVENTION HOTEL/MOTEL, FOR THE DURATION OF THE CONVENTION, FOR THE USE OF 
THE MCLA DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT. 
 
(f)   ONE ROOM AT THE CONVENTION HOTEL/MOTEL, FOR THE DURATION OF THE CONVENTION, FOR THE 
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT'S GUEST. (THIS SHOULD BE A LINE ITEM UNDER THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT FOR 
GENERAL FUND).  

 
(g)   ONE ROOM AT THE CONVENTION HOTEL/MOTEL, FOR TH  DURATION OF THE CONVENTION,  FOR THE MCLA 
DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT'S GUEST. (THIS SHOULD BE A LINE ITEM UNDER THE DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT FOR 
GENERAL FUND).  

 
(h)   IF THE NATIONAL COMMANDANT SHOULD BE AN INVITED GUEST, PROVIDE ONE ROOM FOR THE PERIOD OF HIS 
STAY ALONG WITH A CONVENTION STRIP TICKET, AT NO CHARGE FOR EITHER.  

 
   (i)   A SUITABLE SOUVENIR PROGRAM BOOKLET TO BE PROVIDED TO ALL REGISTERED FOR THE CONVENTION. 
   EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION OF DISTINGUISHED GUESTS TO AND FROM NORMAL TRANSPORT TERMINALS                     
.  (AIRPORTS, TRAIN OR BUS STATIONS  
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30.00 DEPARTMENT STAFF 
 
 
 
30.01  STAFF COMPOSITION.   THE DEPARTMENT STAFF SHALL BE COMPOSED OF THE FOLLOWING: 
 
 
   (a)   ALL  ELECTIVE  DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS  IDENTIFIED  HEREIN  AS:   COMMANDANT,   SR. VICE COMMANDANT,   
JR.  VICE 
COMMANDANT,  JUDGE ADVOCATE,  PAYMASTER,  CHAPLAIN,  SERGEANT-AT-ARMS,   JR. PAST COMMANDANT,  AND  
ALL  DISTRICT 
COMMANDANTS. 
 
   (b)   ALL TRUSTEES, AS HEREINAFTER IDENTIFIED. 
 
   (c)   ALL  APPOINTIVE  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS  IDENTIFIED HEREIN AS:  ADJUTANT,  SERVICE OFFICER,  VAVS 
CHAIRMAN,  HISTORIAN,  EDITOR  OF  ILLINOIS MARINE,  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  DIRECTOR,  LIAISON  OFFICER,   
AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN,  LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN, QUARTERMASTER, BOWLING CHAIRMAN, STATE FAIR SALES 
COORDINATOR, EAGLE SCOUT AWARD CHAIRMAN, WORLD WAR II CHAIRMAN, KOREAN WAR CHAIRMAN, VIETNAM 
WAR CHAIRMAN, DESERT STORM CHAIRMAN AND POW/MIA CHAIRMAN. 
  
   (d)   ALL DETACHMENT COMMANDANTS. 
 
   (e)   ALL PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS (THIS DEPT.). 
 
   (f)   ALL PAST NATIONAL COMMANDANTS (THIS DEPT.).  
 
 
 
30.10 STAFF POWERS / AUTHORITY. 
 
 
 
30.11 EXECUTIVE.   (a)   THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF  SHALL BE  THE  OFFICIAL  REPRESENTATIVE  OF THE  MARINE  
CORPS  LEAGUE 
WITHIN THE  STATE OF ILLINOIS. 
 
   (b)   THE DEPARTMENT STAFF  SHALL  HAVE,  IN THE  INTERIM PERIODS  BETWEEN CONVENTIONS,  THE DIRECTION  
AND CON- 
TROL OF  THE  AFFAIRS  OF THE  MCL THROUGHOUT THE  STATE OF ILLINOIS,  TO INCLUDE  SUPERVISION OF  AND  
JURISDICTION 
OVER ALL DISTRICTS, DETACHMENTS, AND SUBSIDIARY BODIES OF THE MCL. 
 
   (c)   THE DEPARTMENT STAFF SHALL HAVE THE POWER AND AUTHORITY: 
 
  (1)  TO APPROVE ISSUE, TO SUSPEND OR REVOKE FOR CAUSE, A CHARTER GRANTED TO A DETACHMENT IN 
THIS  DEPART- 
      MENT. 
 
  (2)  TO FILL ANY VACANCY IN ANY OFFICE ON THE DEPARTMENT STAFF AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED. 
 
  (3)  TO DETERMINE WHICH  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS  SHOULD BE BONDED,  AND TO FIX THE AMOUNT OF 
SUCH  BONDS. 
 
  (4)  TO DIRECT SUCH ORDERS TO THE SUBORDINATE COMMANDANTS OF CONSTITUENT UNITS AS ARE NOT  
IN CONFLICT 
      WITH  THE  NATIONAL  BYLAWS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES,  AND THE DEPARTMENT 
CONSTITUTION  AND   
      BYLAWS.  
 
  (5)  TO DO ALL THINGS NECESSARY FOR THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE MCL. 
 
  (6)  TO EXERCISE SUCH OTHER POWERS AND AUTHORITIES AS ARE GRANTED BY THESE BYLAWS. 
 

 
 

Chgd 

6/17/00 
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30.12 SPECIAL. THE DEPARTMENT STAFF SHALL HAVE THE ADDITIONAL POWER AND AUTHORITY: 

(a). THAT WHENEVER A DEPARTMENT MEMBER OR DEPARTMENT OFFICER COMMITS AN ACT CONTRARY TO 

THE NATIONAL BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, OR AN ACT 

WHICH IS DEEMED NOT IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, SAID DEPARTMENT 

MEMBER OR DEPARTMENT OFFICER SHALL BE CHARGED AS OUTLINED IN SECTION 904 OF THE 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE.  
 
 (b)  TO DETERMINE (WHEN NECESSARY) AND APPROVE THE DATES OF THE NEXT DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 
 
 (c)  TO EXERCISE NECESSARY DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED. 
 
 
30.20  (NOT USED). 
 
 
30.31 CONDUCT OF BUSINESS.   THE BUSINESS OF THE DEPARTMENT BETWEEN CONVENTIONS WILL NORMALLY BE  
CONDUCTED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  AT  REGULAR  OR SPECIAL  CALLED  STAFF  CONFERENCES.  
DEPARTMENT  BUSINESS,  REQUIRING  ACTIONS  BETWEEN STAFF CONFERENCES,  MAY BE  TRANSACTED  BY MAIL  
OR TELEPHONE;  HOWEVER,  FOR  THE PURPOSE  OF  THE  RECORD,  ALL ACTIONS  TAKEN  (OTHER  THAN  
ADMINISTRATIVE  TYPE)  WILL  REQUIRE  THE  APPROVAL OF THE STAFF  TO  SUSTAIN  THE  ACTION  TAKEN. 
 
 
30.40  STAFF CONFERENCES 
 
 
30.41  STAFF CONFERENCE SCHEDULE.   (a)  THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  SHALL  CALL  THE  DEPARTMENT  
STAFF  INTO CONFERENCE  WITHIN  ONE  (1)  DAY  FOLLOWING  THE  ADJOURNMENT  OF THE  DEPARTMENT  
CONVENTION  TO  ANNOUNCE AND SEEK APPROVAL  OF HIS  SELECTION OF APPOINTED OFFICERS AND 
COMMITTEES,  AND TO SEEK THE  ADVICE  AND COUNSEL OF THE STAFF CONCERNING HIS POLICY AND PROGRAM 
FOR THE ENSUING YEAR. 
 
   (b)  THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  SHALL CALL  HIS STAFF  INTO CONFERENCE ONE (1) DAY   IMMEDIATELY 
PRIOR TO EACH DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  TO CLOSE OUT  ALL NECESSARY REPORTS  AND ACTIONS  OF THE 
STAFF,  AND TO ASSIST THE COMMANDANT IN THE OUTLINING OF THE ORDER OF BUSINESS FOR THE PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE FOLLOWING CONVENTION. 
 
 

  (c)  THE STAFF SHALL MEET IN CONFERENCE AT TWO (2) ADDITIONAL CONFERENCES, HELD AT FOUR (4) TO FIVE (5) 

MONTH INTERVALS (OCT/NOV) AND (FEB/MAR).  BIDS OR THESE STAFF CONFERENCES SHALL BE SOLICITED AND 
RECEIVED FROM THE VARIOUS DETACHMENTS. IN CASE NO VIABABLE BID IS RECEIVED OR, IF IN THE OPINION OF 
THE COMMANDANT, AND AGREED TO BY THE MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF, THAT IT WOULD BE IN THE 
BEST INTERESTS OF THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE DEPARTMENT STAFF TO CONDUCT THE CONFERENCE. THEY MAY 
DO SO WITHOUT A HOSTING DETACHMENT. IN THIS CASE, THE SITE SELECTED WILL BE A CENTRAL LOCATION IN 
ILLINOIS DEFINED AS BEING WITHIN HE BOUNDARIES OF INTERSTATE 80 ON THE NORTH AND INTERSTATE 72 ON THE 
SOUTH. THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE LOCATION AND DATES OF THESE CONFERENCES ARE SUBJECT TO THE 
APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF.  NOTICES OF THESE STAFF CONFERENCES SHALL BE FORWARDED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT TO ALL DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES, AND TO ALL DETACHMENTS AT LEAST 
THIRTY  (30) DAYS PRIOR TO THE CONDUCT OF SUCH CONFERENCES.  
 

(d)  THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO CALL ANY  SPECIAL CONFERENCE  OF THE  
STAFF THAT HE MAY FEEL  NECESSARY  TO FURTHER  THE ADVANCEMENT  AND  SERVICE  OF THE DEPARTMENT.  
NO OTHER BUSINESS THAN THAT FOR WHICH THE SPECIAL CONFERENCE IS CALLED MAY BE TRANSACTED.  NOTICES  
CONCERNING  TIME,  PLACE  AND  PURPOSE(S)  OF SUCH  SPECIAL CONFERENCE  SHALL  BE  SENT TO  ALL  
DEPARTMENT OFFICERS  AND  ALL  DETACHMENT  COMMANDANTS NOT LESS THAN FIVE (5) DAYS PRIOR TO SUCH 
CONFERENCE. 
 
   (e)  UPON  WRITTEN REQUEST  OF THREE  (3)  OR  MORE MEMBERS  OF THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF,  THE 
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  IS  MANDATED TO CALL A SPECIAL STAFF CONFERENCE UNDER THE SAME 
CONDITIONS AS HEREIN ABOVE STATED. 
 
 
30.42 STAFF CONFERENCE QUORUM. 
 
 (a)  THE QUORUM  REQUIRED TO CONVENE A  CONFERENCE OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF SHALL BE:   A MAJORITY  
OF THE  ELECTIVE  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS  (INCLUDING  AT LEAST  TWO  (2)  DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES),  THE 
ADJUTANT, AND ONE-FOURTH (1/4) OF THE OTHER APPOINTED DEPARTMENT OFFICERS.  
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  (b)  SHOULD A QUORUM  FAIL TO EXIST  AT THE  DESIGNATED TIME  OF THE  FIRST CALL  TO ORDER,  THE DEPARTMENT 

COMMANDANT  SHALL DELAY  THE START  OF THE CONFERENCE  FOR  ONE-HALF (1/2)  HOUR.   AT THE ANNOUNCED HOUR 

OF THE SECOND CALL TO ORDER, IF NO QUORUM EXISTS, THE COMMANDANT SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO APPOINT ANY 

PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT, ANY DETACHMENT COMMANDANT OR ANY PAST DETACHMENT COMMANDANT  (OF 

THIS DEPARTMENT) WHO ARE PRESENT TO SERVE PRO TEMPORE, IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A QUORUM.  

 

 

 

30.43  STAFF CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE.   (a) ANY MEMBER OF ANY DETACHMENT WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT, ANY 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT, AND ANY VISITING MEMBER OF THE MCL FROM ANY DEPARTMENT (ALL 

BEING IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE MCL) ARE ENCOURAGED AND MAY ATTEND ANY STAFF CONFERENCE. 

 

 

   (b)  ANY ELECTIVE  DEPARTMENT OFFICER  WHO FAILS TO ATTEND A  STAFF CONFERENCE  WITHOUT  NOTIFYING  THE  

DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT OR  ADJUTANT  OF HIS VALID EXCUSE  (SICKNESS OR DEATH IN HIS FAMILY, OR REQUIRED TO 

WORK AT HIS OCCUPATION)  SHALL AUTOMATICALLY  BE CONSIDERED INACTIVE AND MAY BE  REPLACED  BY THE  

DEPARTMENT STAFF  AS  HEREINAFTER PROVIDED. 

 

 

 

30.44  STAFF CONFERENCE VOTE.   (a)  THE FOLLOWING (ALL IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE MCL) SHALL BE ENTITLED TO 

ONE (1) VOTE AT ANY STAFF CONFERENCE: 

 

 

  (1)  ALL ELECTIVE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS. 

 

  (2)  THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT. 

 

  (3)  THE DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER. 

 

  (4)  ALL DETACHMENT COMMANDANTS (WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT). 

 

  (5)  ALL PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS (OF THIS DEPARTMENT). 

 

  (6)  ALL PAST NATIONAL COMMANDANTS (OF THIS DEPARTMENT). 

 

   (b)  NO MEMBER OF THE STAFF SHALL BE PERMITTED TO VOTE ON ANY ISSUE AT A STAFF CONFERENCE BY PROXY. 

 

   (c)  ALL OTHER MEMBERS OF THE STAFF SHALL SERVE IN AN ADVISORY CAPACITY TO THE STAFF, BUT SHALL NOT BE 

ENTITLED TO VOTE IN A STAFF CONFERENCE. 

 

 

 

30.45  STAFF CONFERENCE VOICE.   ANY MEMBER OF THE MCL, QUALIFYING TO BE IN ATTENDANCE AT A STAFF 

CONFERENCE, MAY HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF VOICE DURING DISCUSSION OF ISSUES PRESENTED TO A STAFF CONFERENCE 

BUT SHALL HAVE NO VOTE.  THIS PRIVILEGE IS CONTINGENT UPON RECEIVING PROPER RECOGNITION FROM THE 

COMMANDANT; HOWEVER, THIS PRIVILEGE SHALL NOT BE EXTENDED WHEN, IN THE OPINION OF THE COMMANDANT, THE 

PRIVILEGE IS BEING ABUSED OR IS UNDULY DELAYING THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE STAFF CONFERENCE. 

 

 

 

30.46  STAFF REPORTS.   (a) EACH ELECTED AND APPOINTED DEPARTMENT OFFICER, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE DEPARTMENT  

TRUSTEES, AND THE CHAIRMAN OF EACH COMMITTEE SHALL BE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A CONCISE WRITTEN REPORT (ON 

OFFICIAL DEPARTMENT FORMS) AT EACH STAFF CONFERENCE AND A CONCISE WRITTEN ANNUAL REPORT TO THE 

DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 

 

   (b)  ANY  DEPARTMENT STAFF OFFICER,  WHO FAILS  TO SUBMIT HIS  PERIODIC  OR  ANNUAL  REPORTS AS HEREIN  ABOVE 

REQUIRED,  SHALL BE  CONSIDERED  NEGLIGENT IN THE  PERFORMANCE  OF HIS  DUTIES  AND  SHALL BE  SUBJECT TO  

DISCIPLINARY ACTION  (SUCH AS LOSS OF TRAVEL PAY FOR THE CURRENT PERIOD)  BY  THE  COMMANDANT  WITH  

APPROVAL  OF THE  STAFF. DISCIPLINARY ACTION SHALL NOT BE EXERCISED PROVIDING THAT THE REQUIRED WRITTEN 

REPORT IS FORWARDED TO THE ADJUTANT PRIOR TO OR NOT LATER THAN TEN (10) DAYS AFTER THE DATE THE REPORT IS 

DUE. 
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40.00  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES   

 
 
 
40.01  AUTHORITY.   EACH DEPARTMENT OFFICER AS A MEMBER OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF HAS THE OBLIGATION 
AND AUTHORITY TO DISCHARGE HIS INDIVIDUALLY ASSIGNED DUTIES, AS HEREINAFTER CONTAINED.   THE 
PROPRIETY IN APPLICATION OF THIS AUTHORITY SHALL BE CONSISTENT WITH THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE MCL 
AND ACCOUNTABILITY FOR ALL ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE INDIVIDUAL OFFICER SHALL BE RETAINED BY EACH OFFICER.  
UNUSUAL OR UNPRECEDENTED REQUIREMENTS FOR ACTIONS OR EXPENDITURES OF FUNDS SHALL REQUIRE 
APPROVAL OF THE STAFF PRIOR TO ACTION. 
 
 
 
40.02  DEPARTMENT OFFICER ELIGIBILITY.   (a)  ALL  ELECTIVE OFFICERS OF THIS DEPARTMENT ARE REQUIRED TO 
BE EITHER  A RESIDENT OF  THE  STATE OF ILLINOIS  OR  AN  ACTIVELY  PARTICIPATING MEMBER  OF A  
DETACHMENT  WITHIN THIS  DEPARTMENT.  CANDIDATES FOR DISTRICT COMMANDANTS MUST BE AN ACTIVELY 
PARTICIPATING MEMBER OF A DETACHMENT WITH-IN THE GEOGRAPHIC CONFINES OF THE DISTRICT CONCERNED. 
 
   (b)  ANY MEMBER OF ANY DETACHMENT WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT WHO HAS BEEN IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE 
MCL FOR THREE (3) OR  MORE CONSECUTIVE YEARS (INCLUDING CURRENT YEAR),  AND WHO HAS HONORABLY  AND 
EFFICIENTLY SERVED, -AS  A  MINIMUM, ONE  (1)  FULL TERM  AS  A   DETACHMENT COMMANDANT  OR AS  AN 
ELECTIVE  DEPARTMENT  OFFICER  (IN THIS DEPT.)  IS ELIGIBLE AS A CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT OR SR. VICE COMMANDANT. 
 
   (c)  NO  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT,  AFTER  SERVING TWO  (2)  CONSECUTIVE YEARS IN THAT  OFFICE, CAN BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR THAT OFFICE UNTIL AFTER ONE (1) OR MORE YEARS HAVE ELAPSED. 
 
   (d)  ANY MEMBER  OF ANY DETACHMENT  WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT  WHO HAS BEEN IN GOOD STANDING WITH THE 
MCL FOR TWO (2)  OR MORE  CONSECUTIVE YEARS (INCLUDING CURRENT YEAR) IS ELIGIBLE TO ANY  ELECTIVE 
OFFICE  WITHIN THIS  DEPARTMENT  WITH EXCEPTION  OF THE  POSITIONS OF  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT,  SR.  
VICE COMMANDANT, AND JUNIOR PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT. 
 
   (e)  IN THE  EVENT  THAT THE  IMMEDIATE  PAST  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  IS PREVENTED  TO SERVE  AS   
JUNIOR  PAST DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  BY REASONS  OF  RE-ELECTION,  RELOCATION,  INCAPACITATED,  OR  
DEATH,  ANY  PAST  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  OF THIS  DEPARTMENT  SHALL BE  ELIGIBLE  AS A CANDIDATE FOR  
JUNIOR  PAST  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT. 
  
   (f)  NO MEMBER SHALL HOLD MORE THAN ONE ELECTIVE OFFICE CONCURRENTLY IN THIS DEPARTMENT, EXCEPT 
AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED FOR THE POSITION AS CHAIRMAN OF THE DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES. 
 
    
 
 
40.03  OFFICER TENURE / SUCCESSION.   (a)  ALL ELECTIVE  AND  APPOINTIVE  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS  SHALL BE  
ELECTED OR APPOINTED  ANNUALLY,  EXCEPT  AS HEREINAFTER  PROVIDED  FOR TRUSTEES.  SUCH OFFICERS 
SHALL CONTINUE TO DISCHARGE THE DUTIES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICES UNTIL THEIR SUCCESSORS HAVE 
BEEN DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED, QUALIFIED AND INSTALLED IN OFFICE, UNLESS SOONER REMOVED FOR CAUSE 
BY ACTION OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF.      
 
   (b)  TENURE  OF  OFFICE,  FOR ANY  ELECTIVE  OR  APPOINTIVE  DEPARTMENT OFFICER,  SHALL BE  TERMINATED 
BY FAILURE OF ANY  OF THESE OFFICERS  TO PAY THEIR  DUES  PRIOR TO THE EXPIRATION DATE  AS SHOWN  ON 
SUCH  OFFICER'S  MEMBERSHIP CARD.  SHOULD THIS OCCUR, THE OFFICER SHALL BE REMOVED FROM OFFICE AND 
SAID OFFICE BE DECLARED VACANT.  
 
   (c)  ALL  ELECTIVE  DEPARTMENT  OFFICERS  MAY  SUCCEED  THEMSELVES  THROUGH   RE-ELECTION   TO  
RESPECTIVE  OFFICES; HOWEVER,  THE  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  MAY SUCCEED  HIMSELF  FOR ONLY  ONE (1)  
ADDITIONAL TERM,  THEREAFTER  HE MAY BE ELIGIBLE ONLY AS HEREIN ABOVE PROVIDED. 
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   (d)  ANY APPOINTED  DEPARTMENT  OFFICER  MAY BE  RE-APPOINTED  TO ANY  OFFICE  AT THE DISCRETION  OF THE  

DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE MAJORITY OF THE STAFF. 
 

 

40.04 DEPARTMENT OFFICE VACANCY.   (a)  IN THE EVENT OF A VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT SHOULD OCCUR, THE DEPARTMENT SR. VICE COMMANDANT SHALL SUCCEED TO THAT OFFICE FOR THE 

UNEXPIRED TERM. 

 
   (b)  VACANCY   OF AN  ELECTIVE  OFFICE,  OTHER THAN  HEREIN  ABOVE  PROVIDED,  SHALL BE  PROMPTLY  FILLED 

FOR  THE UNEXPIRED  TERM  BY  APPOINTMENT  OF A  REPLACEMENT  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  WITH THE  

APPROVAL  OF THE MAJORITY  OF THE  STAFF.   CANDIDATES FOR SUCH APPOINTMENT SHALL BE QUALIFIED UNDER THE 
DEPARTMENT OFFICER ELIGIBILITY PROVISIONS OF THESE BYLAWS. 

 

   (c)  VACANCY OF ANY APPOINTIVE OFFICE SHALL BE PROMPTLY FILLED FOR THE UNEXPIRED TERM BY APPOINTMENT 
OF A REPLACEMENT BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT WITH APPROVAL OF THE STAFF.     

 

 
 

41.00  ELECTIVE OFFICERS. 

 

 

41.01  IDENTIFICATION OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS.   THE ELECTIVE OFFICERS OF THIS  DEPARTMENT  SHALL BE:  

COMMANDANT,  SR. VICE COMMANDANT,  JR. VICE COMMANDANT, JUDGE ADVOCATE,  PAYMASTER,  CHAPLAIN,  
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS,  JR. PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT,  ONE (1)  DISTRICT COMMANDANT FOR EACH OF THE 

DISTRICTS, AND FIVE (5) DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES. 

 
 

 
41.10  OFFICER DUTIES.   IN  ADDITION  TO THE  SPECIFIC DUTIES  OF THE  INDIVIDUAL OFFICER,  AS  HEREINAFTER  

STATED,  IT SHALL BE THE DUTY  OF EACH ELECTIVE DEPARTMENT OFFICER: 

 
 

   (a)  TO ACQUIRE A WORKING KNOWLEDGE OF THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THIS DEPARTMENT AND THE 

NATIONAL BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 

   (b)  TO FORWARD COPIES OF ALL CORRESPONDENCE INITIATED TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT, IN ORDER TO 

MAINTAIN A COMPLETE DEPARTMENT FILE. 
 

 

 

41.11  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT.  (a)  IT  SHALL  BE THE  DUTY  OF THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  TO PRESIDE 

AT THE DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION,  AT  ALL  STAFF  CONFERENCES  AND  SPECIAL MEETINGS;  TO  OBSERVE  AND  

ENFORCE  THE  OBSERVANCE  OF THE  NATIONAL  BYLAWS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  PROCEDURES  AND THE  
DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS; TO MAKE AND PROMULGATE SUCH ORDERS AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR 

THE  PROPER ADMINISTRATION  OF THE  AFFAIRS OF THE DEPARTMENT;  TO  SEEK  THE  ADVICE  AND  COUNSEL OF THE  

DEPARTMENT STAFF;  TO CALL SUCH  MEETINGS  AS  HEREIN PROVIDED;  TO APPROVE  OR  DISAPPROVE  ALL  
REQUISITIONS  MADE TO THE  DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER  FOR THE  DISBURSEMENT OF  FUNDS;  TO APPOINT OFFICERS  

AND COMMITTEES  AS HEREIN  REQUIRED  OR AS  DEEMED  NECESSARY;  TO PERFORM SUCH OTHER DUTIES  AS THESE 

BYLAWS IMPOSE UPON HIM;  AND,  UPON THE  CONCLUSION  OF HIS TOUR OF DUTY,  SURRENDER  ALL RECORDS AND 
PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY ELECTED SUCCESSOR. 

 

 

   (b)  IN ADDITION TO  THE ABOVE IT SHALL BE  THE  SPECIAL  DUTY  OF THE  RETIRING  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT 

AND THE RETIRING  DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT  TO TRANSCRIBE  AND CLARIFY  THE MINUTES OF THE  IMMEDIATE PAST  

CONVENTION  AND TO ASSURE THAT COPIES  OF SAME  ARE FORWARDED TO THE  NEW  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  
AND  HIS ADJUTANT  NOT LATER THAN FORTY-FIVE (45) DAYS AFTER THE CLOSE OF THAT CONVENTION. 

 

 

 

41.12  DEPARTMENT SENIOR VICE COMMANDANT.  IT SHALL BE  THE DUTY  OF THE  DEPARTMENT  SENIOR  VICE  
COMMANDANT TO DEVELOP AND EXECUTE  NECESSARY PROGRAMS  TO ENHANCE THE ECONOMIC  GROWTH  AND 
THE STIMULATION  OF  SOCIAL AND  ENTERTAINMENT  ACTIVITIES  OF THE DEPARTMENT; TO CHAIR THE  
DEPARTMENT  ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE . TO GUIDE  AND  INSTRUCT  ALL DETACHMENT  SENIOR VICE COMMANDANTS  
AS TO  THE PROPER  CONDUCT  OF THEIR  NORMAL FUNCTIONS  WITHIN THE  DETACHMENT; IN THE EVENT OF THE 
VACANCY  OF THE  OFFICE OF THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT,  TO ASSUME  THE  DUTIES  THEREOF; TO  
PERFORM  SUCH OTHER  FUNCTIONS  AS MAY BE  ASSIGNED  BY  THE DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT;  AND, UPON  
THE CONCLUSION OF  HIS TOUR OF DUTY,  SURRENDER  ALL RECORDS  AND PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO 
HIS DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED SUCCESSOR 
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41.13  DEPARTMENT JUNIOR VICE COMMANDANT.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT JUNIOR VICE 
COMMANDANT.  TO DEVELOP  AND EXECUTE NECESSARY PROGRAMS TO ENHANCE  THE GROWTH  OF THE MCL  IN 
BOTH  STATURE AND IN MEMBERSHIP; TO CHAIR   BOTH THE  DEPARTMENT  MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE  AND  THE 
AWARDS,  CITATION  AND  DECORATIONS COMMITTEE;; IN THE  TEMPORARY ABSENCE  OF BOTH THE  DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT  AND THE  SENIOR VICE COMMANDANT,  TO ASSUME  THE DUTIES OF THE  DEPARTMENT  
COMMANDANT;  TO PERFORM  SUCH OTHER  FUNCTIONS  AS  MAY BE  ASSIGNED BY THE  DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT;  AND, UPON  THE CONCLUSION OF HIS  TOUR OF DUTY,  SURRENDER  ALL RECORDS  AND PROPERTY  
OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED SUCCESSOR 
 
 
41.14  DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE.   (a)  IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE TO ACT 
AS 
LEGAL  COUNSEL  OF THE  DEPARTMENT;  TO ADVISE  THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF  CONCERNING  THE  LAWS  OF THE  
DEPARTMENT AND  OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE;  TO CONSTRUE  THE CONSTITUTION  AND BYLAWS  AND ADVISE  
DETACHMENT COMMANDANTS,  AS REQUESTED.  NOTHING IN THE FOREGOING SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS BEING 
PREJUDICIAL TO THE RIGHT OF THE DEPARTMENT TO EMPLOY OUTSIDE COUNSEL IF DEEMED NECESSARY BY AND 
WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF. 
 
   (b)  THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE SHALL RENDER OPINIONS IN ALL QUESTIONS OF LAW THAT MAY ARISE 
CON- 
CERNING ANY  CONSTITUTIONS  AND  BYLAWS  OF CONSTITUENT UNITS, UPON REQUEST  OF A  DETACHMENT JUDGE 
ADVOCATE, OR WHEN  AN APPEAL  IS MADE  THROUGH CHANNELS,  REGARDING THE OPINION  OF A  DETACHMENT  
JUDGE  ADVOCATE.  IF REQUESTED, HE SHALL REDUCE HIS OPINION TO WRITING, AND FILE A COPY THEREOF WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT AND THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT.  HIS DECISION SHALL NOT BE BINDING, EXCEPT 
AS THEY ARE ACCEPTED AND APPROVED BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT, THE DEPARTMENT STAFF OR 
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 
 
   (c)  IT SHALL BE THE  DUTY OF THE  DEPARTMENT  JUDGE  ADVOCATE  TO  GUIDE  AND  INSTRUCT  ALL 
DETACHMENT  JUDGE ADVOCATES  AS TO  THE  PROPER CONDUCT  OF THEIR  NORMAL  FUNCTIONS  WITHIN  THE  
DETACHMENT;  TO PERFORM  SUCH OTHER FUNCTIONS  AS MAY BE  ASSIGNED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT;  AND,  UPON THE  CONCLUSION OF HIS TOUR   OF DUTY, SURRENDER ALL RECORDS AND PROPERTY 
OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED SUCCESSOR. 
 
   (d)  THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE SHALL BE A MEMBER OF THE JUDICIAL COMMISSION, WHENEVER 
CONSTITUTED. 
 
 
 
 
41.15 DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER.   IT SHALL BE  THE DUTY OF  THE  DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER  TO KEEP  TRUE  AND  
ACCURATE BOOKS  AND  RECORDS OF THE ACCOUNTS  AND PROPERTIES  OF THE DEPARTMENT; TO COLLECT ALL 
MONEYS  DUE THE  DEPARTDEPARTMENT;  TO  DEPOSIT  ALL  MONEYS  AND  SECURITIES  IN A  REPUTABLE  
FEDERALLY  INSURED  FINANCIAL  INSTITUTION(S), WHICH IS (ARE)  APPROVED BY THE STAFF,  IN THE NAME OF THE  
"DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE";  TO MAKE ALL  APPROVED  DISBURSEMENTS  BY CHECK  
SIGNED  BY HIMSELF AND  THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT;  TO SUBMIT  QUARTERLY FINANCIAL  REPORTS  TO THE  
DEPARTMENT  STAFF  AND AN  ANNUAL  FINANCIAL REPORT  TO THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION; TO ASSURE  THAT 
REQUIRED  INTERNAL REVENUE TAX FORMS  (IRS FORM 990)  ARE  PROPERLY  PREPARED  AND SUBMITTED  
ANNUALLY  AS REQUIRED BY  IRS REGULATIONS;  TO MAINTAIN  TRUE AND  ACCURATE RECORDS  OF MEMBERSHIP  
OF THE  DEPARTMENT IN  COORDINATION  WITH  THE  DEPARTMENT  ADJUTANT  AND  MEMBERSHIP  COMMITTEE;  TO  
FORWARD  MEMBERSHIP  TRANSMITTALS  TO  NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS  AT LEAST  SEMI-MONTHLY;  TO GUIDE  
AND INSTRUCT  ALL DETACHMENT  PAYMASTERS (OR ADJUTANT-PAYMASTERS,  AS  APPLICABLE)  AS TO  THE   
PROPER  CONDUCT  OF  THEIR  NORMAL  FUNCTIONS  WITHIN  THE‚ DETACHMENT;   TO CLOSE  THE BOOKS  FOR THE  
COLLECTION  OF  DUES  AND  FOR   DETERMINING   DETACHMENT VOTING STRENGTH,  FIFTEEN (15)  DAYS  PRIOR TO  
THE OPENING DATE  OF THE  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION;  TO NOTIFY  THE  CONVENTION  CREDENTIAL  COMMITTEE  
OF  ANY  DETACHMENT'S  INDEBTEDNESS  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT;   TO  PERFORM  SUCH  OTHER FUNCTIONS AS MAY 
BE ASSIGNED BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT;  AND,  UPON THE CONCLUSION  OF HIS  TOUR OF DUTY, 
SURRENDER  ALL  RECORDS,  MONEYS,  FILES  AND  PROPERTY  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  TO  HIS  DULY  ELECTED  OR  
APPOINTED SUCCESSOR. 
 
 
41.16 DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN.  IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE  DEPARTMENT CHAPLAIN  TO PERFORM  SUCH  
DUTIES OF A SPIRITUAL NATURE  AS ARE  CUSTOMARILY  PERFORMED  BY MEMBERS OF THE CLERGY  AND  AS 
REQUIRED  BY  THE RITUAL OF THE MCL;  TO GUIDE  AND  INSTRUCT  ALL  DETACHMENT CHAPLAINS  AS TO THE  
PROPER CONDUCT  OF THEIR  NORMAL FUNCTIONS  WITHIN  THE  DETACHMENT;  TO  NOTIFY  NATIONAL  
HEADQUARTERS,  MCL,  AND  THE  NATIONAL CHAPLAIN  OF ALL  DEATHS OCCURRING  WITHIN  THE MEMBERSHIP  OF 
THE  DEPARTMENT;  TO PREPARE  AND  CONDUCT  A FITTING  MEMORIAL SERVICE  TO DEPARTED MARINES AT EACH 
CONVENTION; TO PERFORM  SUCH OTHER  FUNCTIONS AS MAY  BE  ASSIGNED BY THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT;  
AND,  UPON THE CONCLUSION  OF HIS  TOUR  OF DUTY,  SURRENDER  ALL  RECORDS  AND  PROPERTY OF THE 
DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED SUCCESSOR. 
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41.17 DEPARTMENT SERGEANT-AT-ARMS.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT SERGEANT-AT-ARMS TO 
PRESERVE ORDER AT ALL STAFF CONFERENCES, MEETINGS, AND AT THE   DEPARTMENT CONVENTION; TO DEPUTIZE 
SUCH DEPUTY SERGEANT-AT-ARMS AS MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE PROPER PERFORMANCE OF HIS DUTIES; TO BE 
CUSTODIAN OF THE DEPARTMENT COLORS   AND ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT; TO GUIDE AND INSTRUCT ALL 
DETACHMENT SERGEANT-AT-ARMS AS TO THE PROPER CONDUCT OF THEIR NORMAL FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE 
DETACHMENT; TO PERFORM SUCH OTHER FUNCTIONS AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT;  
AND,  UPON THE CONCLUSION OFHIS TOUR  OF  DUTY, SURRENDER ALL RECORDS AND PROPERTY OF THE 
DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED SUCCESSOR. 
  
 
 
41.18  DISTRICT COMMANDANTS.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF EACH DISTRICT COMMANDANT TO ASSURE THE PROPER 
ADMINISTRATION OF THE BUSINESS OF THE MCL WITHIN THEIR RESPECTIVE DISTRICTS; TO INSTITUTE NEW 
DETACHMENTS WITHIN HIS DISTRICT; TO VISIT AND INSPECT EACH DETACHMENT, WITHIN ASSIGNED DISTRICT, AT 
LEAST ONCE DURING HIS TOUR OF DUTY; TO CONDUCT A DISTRICT MEETING AT LEAST THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO 
THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION; TO PERFORM SUCH OTHER FUNCTIONS AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT; AND, UPON THE CONCLUSION OF HIS TOUR OF DUTY, SURRENDER ALL FILES AND 
PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED SUCCESSOR.  
 
 
 
41.19 (NOT USED). 
 
 
 
41.20  DEPARTMENT JUNIOR PAST COMMANDANT.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT JUNIOR PAST 
COMMANDANT TO SERVE AS A SPECIAL ADVISOR TO THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT AND TO HIS STAFF; TO CHAIR 
THE MEETINGS AND MONITOR ALL ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES; TO CHAIR THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 
INVESTIGATIONS COMMITTEE AND THE JUDICIAL COMMISSION, WHENEVER CONSTITUTED; TO PERFORM SUCH 
OTHER FUNCTIONS AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT; AND, UPON THE CONCLUSION OF HIS 
TOUR OF DUTY, SURRENDER ALL FILES AND PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY ELECTED OR APPOINTED 
SUCCESSOR. 
 
 
42.00  BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 
 
 
42.01  BOARD COMPOSITION.   THE DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES SHALL BE COMPOSED OF FIVE (5) MEMBERS. THREE (3) 
OF THESE MEMBERS SHALL BE FROM THE RANKS OF PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS AND TWO (2) SHALL BE 
FROM THE RANK AND FILE MEMBERS (WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS).   
ONE (1) OF THE THREE (3) PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS SHALL BE THE DEPARTMENT JUNIOR PAST 
COMMANDANT. 
 
 
 
42.02  BOARD SELECTION.   ALL DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES SHALL BE ELECTED.   BY VIRTUE THAT THE DEPARTMENT 
JUNIOR PAST COMMANDANT IS ELECTED TO THAT POST, AUTOMATICALLY PLACES HIM ON THE BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES,AS ITS CHAIRMAN, FOR A ONE (1) YEAR TERM.  ONE (1) ADDITIONAL PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT 
SHALL BE ELECTED IN EACH CONVENTION FOR A TWO (2) YEAR TERM.  (INITIALLY, TWO (2) WILL BE ELECTED, ONE (1) 
FOR A ONE –YEAR TERM, THE OTHER FOR A TWO-YEAR TERM).  IN ADDITION, ONE (1) MEMBER FROM THE RANK AND 
FILE MEMBERS  (WHICH MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE BEEN A PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT) SHALL BE ELECTED IN 
EACH CONVENTION FOR A TWO-YEAR TERM.  (INITIALLY, TWO (2) WILL BE ELECTED, ONE (1) FOR A ONE-YEAR TERM, 
THE OTHER FOR A TWOYEAR TERM, THUS ACCUMULATING THE FIVE  (5) DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES).   SHOULD A 
VACANCY OCCUR BETWEEN CONVENTIONS, THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT SHALL APPOINT A REPLACEMENT, 
WITH THE APPROVAL OF THE STAFF, TO SERVE UNTIL THE CONVENTION IS AGAIN ASSEMBLED. IN THE EVENT ANY 
ONE OF THE TWO-YEAR TRUSTEES CANNOT SERVE THE SECOND YEAR OF HIS TERM THAT POSITION SHALL BE 
DECLARED VACANT AND SHALL BE FILLED FOR THE UNEXPIRED TERM THROUGH ELECTION IN CONVENTION. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
42.03  TRUSTEE AUTHORITY / RESPONSIBILITY.   THE DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES SHALL BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
DEPARTMENT STAFF. THE BOARD, UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE DEPARTMENT JUNIOR PAST COMMANDANT, 
SHALL BE   AFFORDED THE AUTHORITY, WITH THE ASSOCIATED RESPONSIBILITIES, TO CONTINUOUSLY REVIEW THE 
OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT AND SERVE AS A POINT OF STABILIZATION FOR THE STAFF. 
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42.10  TRUSTEE DUTIES 
 
42.11  GENERAL DEPARTMENT TRUSTEE DUTIES:  IT SHALL BE THE GENERAL DUTY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES TO REVIEW ALL OFFICER AND COMMITTEE EXPENSE VOUCHERS FOR CORRECTNESS AND 
VALIDITY AND SIGN THOSE APPROVED; TO SEARCH OUT AREAS OF MANAGEMENT WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT WHICH 
CAN BE IMPROVED AND DEVELOP WRITTEN PROPOSED CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE 
STAFF; TO RECEIVE AND EVALUATE SUGGESTIONS, FROM CONSTITUENT UNIT AND FROM MEMBERS OF THE STAFF, 
WHICH ARE ORIENTED TO THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT AND PROVIDE WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS  
BASED UPON  SUCH EVALUATIONS  TO THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF;  TO STUDY  AND  PURSUE  SOLUTIONS  TO 
PROBLEMS AND  PROPOSED  PROGRAMS  ASSIGNED TO THE BOARD  BY THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF;  AND,  THROUGH 
ITS CHAIRMAN, SERVE AS ADVISORS TO THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT.  
 
 
42.12  BUDGET AND AUDIT DUTIES.   IT SHALL BE THE ADDITIONAL DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES TO 
CONDUCT THE DEVELOPMENT OF BUDGETS AND PERFORM AUDITS, AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED. 
 
 
43.00  APPOINTIVE OFFICERS. 
 
 
43.01  IDENTIFICATION OF APPOINTIVE OFFICERS.   THE APPOINTIVE OFFICERS OF THIS DEPARTMENT SHALL BE: 
ADJUTANT, SERVICE OFFICER, VAVS CHAIRMAN, HISTORIAN, EDITOR OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE, PUBLIC RELATIONS 
DIRECTOR, LIAISON OFFI-CER, AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN, LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN, QUARTERMASTER, BOWLING 
CHAIRMAN, STATE FAIR SALES COORDINATOR, EAGLE SCOUT AWARD CHAIRMAN, WORLD WAR II CHAIRMAN, KOREN 
WAR CHAIRMAN, VIETNAM WAR CHAIRMAN, DESERT STORM CHAIRMAN, POW/MIA CHAIRMAN, DIRECTOR OF 
CONVENTIONS, AND TOYS FOR TOTS COORDINATOR AND YOUNG MARINES LIAI SON. 
 
 
43.02  APPOINTMENT OF APPOINTIVE OFFICERS.   (a)  ALL APPOINTIVE OFFICERS ARE APPOINTED  BY THE  
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT,  WITH THE  CONCURRENCE  OF THE  INDIVIDUAL  APPOINTED,  AND REQUIRES  
APPROVAL OF  THE MAJORITY  OF THE STAFF. 
 
   (b)  APPOINTMENT OF  ADDITIONAL OFFICERS  (OVER  AND ABOVE  THOSE HEREINAFTER  STATED)  MAY BE  MADE 
AT THE DISCRETION  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  WHENEVER  DEEMED  NECESSARY,  PROVIDING  SUCH  
APPOINTMENT  RECEIVES APPROVAL  OF THE  MAJORITY  OF THE STAFF  AND  FURTHER PROVIDING  THAT THE  
DUTIES OF SUCH OFFICE BE MADE A MATTER OF RECORD IN THE DEPARTMENT FILES. 
  
 
43.10  APPOINTIVE OFFICER DUTIES.   IN ADDITION TO THE SPECIFIC DUTIES OF THE INDIVIDUAL OFFICER, AS 
HEREINAFTER STATED, IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF EACH APPOINTIVE DEPARTMENT OFFICER: 
 
   (a)  TO ACQUIRE A WORKING KNOWLEDGE  OF THE  CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS  OF THIS DEPARTMENT  AND THE 
NATIONAL BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
   (b)  TO FORWARD COPIES  OF ALL  CORRESPONDENCE INITIATED  TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT,   IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN A COMPLETE DEPARTMENT FILE. 
 
 
43.11 DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT.   (a)  IT SHALL BE  THE DUTY OF THE  DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT  TO KEEP TRUE  AND  
ACCURATE MINUTES OF ALL  STAFF CONFERENCES,  SPECIAL MEETINGS,  AND OF THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION;  
TO AFFORD  ALL DEPARTMENT  STAFF MEMBERS  AND DETACHMENT COMMANDANTS  COPIES OF ALL MINUTES,  
LISTINGS OF  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS,  AND ALL NOTICES OF STAFF CONFERENCES,SPECIAL MEETINGS AND OF THE 
CONVENTION;TO ANSWER ALL CORRESPONDENCE DIRECTED TO HIM,  AND AS  REQUESTED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT  
COMMANDANT;  TO  ASSURE,  IN  COORDINATION  WITH  THE DEPARTMENT'S  REGISTERED AGENT, THAT 
APPROPRIATE STATE OF ILLINOIS CORPORATION REPORT AS REQUIRED BY "THE GENERAL NOT FOR  PROFIT 
CORPORATION ACT"  ARE  PROPERLY PREPARED  AND SUBMITTED  ANNUALLY  TO THE  SECRETARY  OF STATE  OF 
THIS STATE;  TO GUIDE AND INSTRUCT  (AS NECESSARY)  ALL DETACHMENT ADJUTANTS  (OR 
ADJUTANT/PAYMASTER,  AS APPLICABLE)  AS TO  THE   
PROPER  CONDUCT  OF THEIR  NORMAL FUNCTIONS  WITHIN  THE DETACHMENT;  TO  PERFORM  SUCH OTHER 
FUNCTIONS  AS MAY BE  ASSIGNED BY THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT;  AND,  UPON THE   CONCLUSION OF HIS 
TOUR OF DUTY, SURRENDER ALL RECORDS, FILES AND PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY APPOINTED 
SUCCESSOR. 
 
   (b)  IN ADDITION  TO THE ABOVE,  IT  SHALL BE  THE  SPECIAL  DUTY  OF THE  RETIRING  DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT  
AND  THE RETIRING  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  TO TRANSCRIBE  AND  CLARIFY  THE MINUTES  OF THE  
IMMEDIATE   PAST  CONVENTION AND  FORWARD  COPIES  OF SAME  TO THE  NEW   DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT   
AND HIS  ADJUTANT  NOT  LATER  THAN FORTY-FIVE (45) DAYS AFTER THE CLOSE OF THAT CONVENTION. 
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43.12  DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER: 
 
   (a)  TO ACQUAINT  HIMSELF  WITH THE  FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS  CONCERNING  VETERANS,  WITH  THEIR  
INTERPRETATIONS AND APPLICATIONS,  AND  WITH THE REGULATIONS  AND  INTERPRETATION  AND APPLICATION  
THEREOF MADE BY  THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION  AND  BY  THE  ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF  VETERANS AFFAIRS.  
HE SHALL ASSIST MARINE VETERANS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS IN SECURING THE BENEFITS PROVIDED BY SUCH 
LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
 
   (b)  TO SUPERVISE  AND DIRECT ALL  CONTACTS BY  THE DEPARTMENT  WITH THE USMC  REHABILITATION 
OFFICERS,  THE VETERANS ADMINISTRATION  AND  OTHER FACILITIES  WHERE  MARINES  ARE HOSPITALIZED,  TO 
ASSIST  MARINES  WHO CONTACT  THE DEPARTMENT  TO PREPARE AND  FILE  CLAIMS FORMS  WITH THE  VETERANS 
ADMINISTRATION  AND THE  ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT  OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. 
 
   (c)  TO SUPERVISE ALL  DETACHMENT SERVICE OFFICERS,  AND GUIDE  AND INSTRUCT  ALL DETACHMENT  SERVICE 
OFFICERS  AS TO THE PROPER CONDUCT OF THEIR NORMAL FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE DETACHMENT.  
 
   (d)  TO SURRENDER ALL RECORDS AND PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY APPOINTIVE SUCCESSOR 
UPON THE CONCLUSION OF HIS TOUR OF DUTY. 
 
 
 
43.13  DEPARTMENT VAVS CHAIRMAN.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THEVETERANS ADMINISTRATION VOLUNTARY 
SERVICE (VAVS) CHAIRMAN: 
 
   (a)  TO FAMILIARIZE HIMSELF WITH THE VAVS PROGRAM PROMOTED BY THE MCL. 
 
   (b)  TO PROMULGATE  THE OBJECTIVES  OF THE  PROGRAM  AND  CULTIVATE  THE  INTEREST  OF THE  
CONSTITUENT  DETACHMENTS IN THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE VAVS PROGRAM AT HOSPITALS IN THEIR LOCALE. 
 
   (c)  TO RECEIVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF MEMBERS WILLING TO SERVE IN THE VAVS PROGRAM FROM 
DETACHMENTS; PASSING SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS (AS APPROPRIATE) TO THE NATIONAL VAVS CHAIRMAN 
REQUESTING VAVS CERTIFICATIONS FOR ALL REPRESENTATIVES AND DEPUTIES. 
 
   (d)  TO GUIDE AND INSTRUCT DETACHMENT VAVS CHAIRMAN AND VAVS WORKERS IN PROPER CONDUCT OF THEIR 
FUNCTIONS RELATED TO THE VAVS PROGRAM. 
 
   (e)  TO RECEIVE  AND  COMPILE COMPREHENSIVE  VAVS  PROGRAM  REPORTS  FROM  THE  VARIOUS  
PARTICIPATING  DETACHMENTS, AND PROVIDE COPIES TO THE STAFF AND TO THE NATIONAL VAVS CHAIRMAN. 
 
 
 
43.14  DEPARTMENT HISTORIAN.  IT SHALL  BE THE  DUTY  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  HISTORIAN  TO  COMPILE  AND  
MAINTAIN CURRENT THE  HISTORY  OF THE  DEPARTMENT;  TO COLLECT  AND MAINTAIN  A HISTORICAL FILE  OF ALL 
EVENTS  AND ACTIVITIES OF THE  DEPARTMENT  AND ITS  CONSTITUENT  UNITS  AND ALL  PUBLICITY  ITEMS  
GENERATED  THEREFROM;  TO PERFORM  SUCH OTHER FUNCTIONS  AS MAY BE  ASSIGNED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT;  AND,  UPON THE  CONCLUSION OF HIS TOUR OF DUTY, SURRENDER ALL FILES AND PROPERTY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY APPOINTED SUCCESSOR. 
 
 
 
43.15  EDITOR, ILLINOIS MARINE.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE EDITOR OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE: 
 
   (a)  TO SERVE AS MANAGING EDITOR OF THE DEPARTMENT PUBLICATION. 
 
   (b)  TO EDIT,  PREPARE ALL COPY  (ASSURING  ALL MATERIAL IS  OBJECTIVELY ORIENTED  TO  NEWSWORTHY  
ENRICHMENT AND IN THE  BEST  INTEREST OF THE DEPARTMENT,  THE MCL,  AND ITS MEMBERS)  AND PUBLISH THE  
ILLINOIS MARINE.  THE QUANTITY OF ISSUES TO BE PUBLISHED PER YEAR TO BE DETERMINED BY THE STAFF AND 
THE BUDGETARY LIMITATIONS THEREFOR.  
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   (c)  TO ASSURE DISTRIBUTION OF EACH ISSUE OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
MCL AND TO OTHERS AS DIRECTED BY THE STAFF. 
 
   (d)  TO MAINTAIN  COMPREHENSIVE RECORDS  OF ALL  RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES  ASSOCIATED WITH  THE 
ILLINOIS  MARINE AND SUBMIT  QUARTERLY ACTIVITIES  AND FINANCIAL REPORTS  AT EACH  STAFF CONFERENCE  
AND AN  ANNUAL ACTIVITIES  AND FINANCIAL REPORT TO THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 
 
   (e)  TO MAINTAIN  A CLOSE WORKING  RELATIONSHIP  WITH THE  DEPARTMENT LIAISON OFFICER  AND THE  PUBLIC 
RELATIONS DIRECTOR TO EFFECTIVELY COORDINATE ALL NEWSWORTHY ITEMS OF INTEREST TO THE 
DEPARTMENT'S MEMBERSHIP. 
 
   (f)  TO STUDY AND RECOMMEND TO THE STAFF WAYS AND MEANS OF ESTABLISHING THE PUBLICATION OF THE 
ILLINOIS MARINE ON A SELF-SUSTAINING BASIS. 
 
   (g)  TO SURRENDER ALL RECORDS, FILES AND PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT TO HIS DULY APPOINTED 
SUCCESSOR UPON THE CONCLUSION OF HIS TOUR OF DUTY. 
 
 
 
43.16  DEPARTMENT  PUBLIC  RELATIONS  DIRECTOR.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC   
RELATIONS DIRECTOR: 
 
   (a)  TO ACT AS THE PUBLIC RELATIONS AND PRESS OFFICER FOR THIS DEPARTMENT. 
 
   (b)  TO CHAIR THE DEPARTMENT PUBLICITY COMMITTEE AS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED. 
 
  (c)  TO STUDY, PERFECT AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO THE STAFF AND TO THE DETACHMENTS, EVERY MEANS OF 
UTILIZING THE PRESS, RADIO, TV, AND PUBLIC RELATIONS, TO THE MAXIMUM, FOR THE GOOD OF THE LEAGUE. 
 
   (d)  TO SECURE PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC RELATIONS AIDS FROM THE NATIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER AND 
FROM OTHER AVAILABLE SOURCES FOR DISSEMINATION TO THE DETACHMENTS FOR ENRICHMENT OF PUBLICITY IN 
THEIR LOCALES. 
 
   (e)  TO GUIDE AND INSTRUCT DETACHMENT PUBLIC RELATIONS CHAIRMEN AS TO THE PROPER CONDUCT OF THEIR 
NORMAL FUNCTIONS WITHIN THE DETACHMENT. 
 
 
 
43.17  DEPARTMENT LIAISON OFFICER.  IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT LIAISON OFFICER: 
 
   (a)  TO CHAIR THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION LIAISON COMMITTEE. 
 
   (b)  TO MAINTAIN  CLOSE CONTACT  WITH THE  NATIONAL LIAISON OFFICER  AND  INFORM THE DEPARTMENT,  
THROUGH THE  COMMANDANT, OF WAYS AND MEANS  BY  WHICH THE  DEPARTMENT CAN  RENDER AID  AND  
ASSISTANCE TO THE NAVAL AND MARINE CORPS ESTABLISHMENTS. 
 
   (c)  TO MAINTAIN  CLOSE  CONTACT  WITH THE  DEPARTMENT  MCLA TO  ASSIST  AND  PROMOTE COORDINATION,  
COOPERATION  AND A  TWO-WAY COMMUNICATION LINE  BETWEEN THE MCL AND THE MCLA, AND TO  ACQUAINT 
HIMSELF AND INFORM THE  DEPARTMENT,  THROUGH THE  COMMANDANT,  WAYS AND MEANS  BY  WHICH THE  
DEPARTMENT  CAN RENDER  AID  AND ASSISTANCE TO THE MCLA 
 
   (d)  TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR TOWARDS THE GOAL OF ESTABLISHING 
EFFECTIVE PUBLIC RELATIONS THROUGH THE CONTINUOUS LIAISON WITH ALLIED VETERANS ORGANIZATIONS AND 
CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS. 
 
 
   (e)  TO SERVE THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT AS HIS AIDE-DE-CAMP UPON REQUEST. 
 
 
   (f)  TO PERFORM SUCH OTHER FUNCTIONS AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT.  
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43.18  DEPARTMENT AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT AMERICANISM 
CHAIRMAN: 
 
 
   (a)  TO CHAIR THE DEPARTMENT AMERICANISM COMMITTEE. 
 
   (b)  TO SOLICIT,  RECEIVE  AND  PRESENT  TO THE  DEPARTMENT  AMERICANISM COMMITTEE,  LITERATURE,  
PROGRAMS,  PLANS, AND IDEAS,  FROM  ANY SOURCE,  WHICH ARE ORIENTED TO THE  EDUCATION  AND 
PROMULGATION OF AMERICANISM  AND THE  AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE. 
 
   (c)  IN  COORDINATION  WITH THE  DEPARTMENT  AMERICANISM COMMITTEE,  TO SPONSOR  NEW  PROGRAMS AND  
PROMULGATE  EXISTING  PROGRAMS  FOSTERING AMERICANISM;  AND PRESENT  METHODS FOR GENERATING  
CONTAGIOUS  INVOLVEMENT OF THE CONSTITUENT DETACHMENTS AND LOCAL CITIZENRY IN AMERICANISM. 
 
   (d)  TO MAINTAIN  CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE  NATIONAL  AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN,  RECEIVING  INFORMATION  
RELATED TO THE NATIONAL  AMERICANISM  PROGRAM  AND  PROMULGATE THE  ADVANCEMENT  OF SUCH  
PROGRAMS  WITHIN THE  DEPARTMENT AND TO ALL CONSTITUENT DETACHMENTS. 
 
 
 
43.19  DEPARTMENT LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE DEPARTMENT LEGISLATIVE 
CHAIRMAN: 
 
 
   (a)  TO CHAIR THE DEPARTMENT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE. 
 
   (b)  TO MAINTAIN CONTACT  WITH THE  STATE LEGISLATURE  AND  WITH  THE  REPRESENTATIVE  IN CONGRESS  IN 
REGARD TO LEGISLATIVE MATTERS AFFECTING THE INTERESTS AND WELFARE OF MARINES AND VETERANS.  
 
   (c)  TO KEEP  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  INFORMED OF  RECENT  AND CURRENT  PENDING  ACTIONS  RELATED  TO  
VETERANS AFFAIRS WITHIN THE LEGISLATURE. 
 
   (d)  TO PRESENT RESOLUTIONS, EMANATING FROM THE DEPARTMENT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE,PREPARED FOR  
THE  DEPARTMENT  FOR SUBMISSION TO THE LEGISLATURE. 
 
 
 
43.20  DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER.   IT  SHALL  BE  THE  DUTY  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  QUARTERMASTER  TO  
PURCHASE, STOCK  AND  SELL  ITEMS OF  MCL SUPPLIES,  AS NECESSARY,  FOR THE WELFARE  AND FUNCTIONING 
OF THE MEMBERS, DETACHMENTS  AND THE  DEPARTMENT;  TO MAINTAIN TRUE  AND  ACCURATE BOOKS  AND  
RECORDS OF THE  ACCOUNT OF  PROPERTY ENTRUSTED TO HIM;  TO DEPOSIT  ALL MONEYS,  ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE  OPERATIONS OF HIS OFFICE,  IN A  REPUTABLE FEDERALLY INSURED  FINANCIAL INSTITUTION,  WHICH IS  
APPROVED BY  THE STAFF,  IN THE  NAME OF  THE  "DEPARTMENT  QUARTERMASTER, DEPT. OF ILL.,  MARINE CORPS 
LEAGUE";  TO SUBMIT  QUARTERLY  FINANCIAL REPORTS  TO THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF  AND ANNUAL NVENTORY  
AND  FINANCIAL  REPORTS  TO THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION;  TO MAINTAIN,  IN COORDINATION  WITH 
DEPARTMENT  ADJUTANT,  AN  INVENTORY  REGISTER  OF ALL  NON-CONSUMABLE  PROPERTY  OF  THE  
DEPARTMENT,  UPDATING  SUCH REGISTER  ANNUALLY  AS TO  CUSTODIAN,  LOCATION  AND  TRANSFER OF  
DEPARTMENT  PROPERTY;  TO PERFORM  SUCH OTHER 
FUNCTIONS AS MAY BE ASSIGNED BY  THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT;  AND,  UPON THE CONCLUSION OF HIS  
TOUR OF DUTY,SURRENDER  ALL MONEYS,  FILES,  RECORDS  AND  PROPERTY  OF THE   DEPARTMENT  TO  HIS   
DULY  ELECTED  OR  APPOINTED SUCCESSOR. 
 
 
 
44.00  ADVISORY COUNCIL AND DUTIES.   THE ADVISORY COUNCIL  AND  THEIR  DUTIES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS: 
 
 
   (a)  PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS' COUNCIL  -  THE PAST  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS'  COUNCIL,  AN 
INTEGRAL PART  OF THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF,  COMPOSED  OF ALL  PAST  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANTS,  CHAIRED 
BY  THE  JUNIOR  PAST COMMANDANT,  AS A  COLLECTIVE  ADVISORY  BODY,  IS CHARGED  WITH  THE 
RESPONSIBILITY  OF PROVIDING  ASSISTANCE  TO THE DEPARTMENT STAFF.  IT SHALL BE THE GENERAL DUTY OF 
THIS COUNCIL TO; 
 
  (1)   AS CALLED UPON, EXECUTE IN-DEPTH STUDY TASKS AS ASSIGNED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT  
       OR THE DEPARTMENT STAFF THROUGH THE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN. 
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 (2)   STUDY WAYS AND MEANS TOWARD STIMULATING GROWTH, BOTH IN MEMBERSHIP AND STATURE.    
        RECOGNITION OF THE STAFF AND MEMBERSHIP, AND THE ENCHANCEMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE 
       AND COMMAND RELATIONS BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT AND THE DETACHMENTS. 
 
  (3)   RECEIVE AND EVALUATE SUGGESTIONS AND RELATIONSHIPS WHICH ARE ORIENTED TO THE IMPROVE- 
       MENT OF THE DEPARTMENT AND THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, ITS GROWTH, THE ENHANCEMENT OF  
       DETACHMENTS, THE DEPARTMENT AND STAFF. 
 
  (4)   PURSUANT TO ACCOMPLISHING THE ABOVE RESPONSIBILITIES, THEY SHALL DEVELOP A PROPOSED 
PLAN, 
       POLICIES, PORCEDURES AND/OR SYSTEM OF RECOMMENDATION TO THE DEPARTMENT STAFF FOR ITS 
       CONSIDERATION. 
 
  (5)   MEET PERIODICALLY PRECEDING THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION AND ALL STAFF MEETINGS, AT 
WHICH  

     COUNCIL REPORT BE RENDERED TO THE DEPARTMENT STAFF.  (CONDUCT OF INTERIM BUSINESS 
BETWEEN         
     CONFERENCES SHALL BE ACCOMPLISHED VIA MAIL OR TELEPHONE.) 

 
 
 
45.00  DEPARTMENT COMMITTEES 
 
 
 
45.01  IDENTIFICATION  OF  COMMITTEES.   THE COMMITTEES OF THIS DEPARTMENT ARE CLASSIFIED AS:   STANDING 
COMMITTEES, CONVENTION COMMITTEES, AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES.  SPECIAL COMMITTEES  ARE  CONSTITUTED  
TO REACT  TO  THE NEED  FOR SPECIFIC  BUT PECULIAR  ACTIONS  AND REMAIN  INACTIVE  DURING PERIODS  WHEN 
ACTIVATION  IS  UNWARRANTED. CONVENTION COMMITTEES ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE PREPARATION FOR AND 
THE CONDUCT OF CONVENTIONS.  STANDING COMMITTEES ARE FULLY ACTIVE COMMITTEES REQUIRED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE CONDUCT OF THE BUSINESS OF THE DEPARTMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF.  
THE FURTHER IDENTIFICATION OF THESE COMMITTEES, COMPOSITION AND DUTIES OF SAME ARE HEREINAFTER 
CONTAINED UNDER THE ABOVE MENTIONED CLASSIFICATIONS.   
 
 
 
45.02  APPOINTMENT  AND  TENURE  OF  COMMITTEES.   (a)  THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT HAS THE AUTHORITY   
TO 
APPOINT THE MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS COMMITTEES WITHIN THE PARAMETERS STATED HEREIN FOR EACH 
INDIVIDUAL COMMITTEE.  ALL APPOINTMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE MAJORITY OF THE STAFF. 
 
   (b)  APPOINTMENT OF  ADDITIONAL COMMITTEES  (OVER  AND  ABOVE THOSE  HEREIN  IDENTIFIED)  MAY  BE  MADE  
AT  THE DISCRETION  OF THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  WHENEVER  DEEMED NECESSARY,  PROVIDING  SUCH  
APPOINTMENTS  RECEIVE APPROVAL OF THE  MAJORITY  OF THE STAFF,  AND FURTHER PROVIDING THAT THE 
DUTIES  OF SUCH COMMITTEES  ARE  MADE  A MATTER OF RECORD IN THE DEPARTMENT FILES. 
 
   (c)  THE TENURE OF DUTY  FOR  ALL  COMMITTEES  SHALL  CONTINUE  FROM  ASSIGNMENT  UNTIL  RELIEVED  AT  
THE  COMPLETION OF THE  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION (UNLESS  RELIEVED SOONER  FOR CAUSE)  OR  UNLESS  
TOUR OF  DUTY  IS  OTHERWISE PROVIDED FOR HEREIN.  
 
 
 
45.03  AUTHORITY / RESPONSIBILITY.   THE CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF EACH  DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE  HAS  
THE  OBLIGATION  AND  AUTHORITY  TO DISCHARGE  THE  INDIVIDUAL DUTIES  ASSIGNED TO  RESPECTIVE  
COMMITTEE.   EACH  COMMITTEE SHALL BE  RESPONSIBLE  TO ITS  CHAIRMAN  AND  EACH  CHAIRMAN  IS 
RESPONSIBLE TO THE STAFF  AND TO THE  CONVENTION. UNUSUAL  OR UNPRECEDENTED  REQUIREMENTS  FOR 
ACTIONS  OR EXPENDITURES OF  FUNDS  SHALL REQUIRE  APPROVAL  OF THE STAFF PRIOR TO ACTION. 
 
 
 
45.10  STANDING COMMITTEES DUTIES. 
 
 
 
45.11  AMERICANISM COMMITTEE.   THE  DEPARTMENT  AMERICANISM  COMMITTEE,   CHAIRED  BY  THE   
DEPARTMENT  AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN AND CONSISTING OF TWO (2) ADDITIONAL APPOINTIVE MEMBERS, IS 
CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 
 
   (a)  TO STUDY AND DEVELOP NEW PROGRAM(S) EMBRACING ALL PHASES OF PATRIOTIC ACTIVITY. 
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(b)  TO SEARCH  FOR  NEW METHODS  FOR  CULTIVATING  INTEREST  AND  MOTIVATION OF  DETACHMENTS  AND     THE 

LOCAL CITIZENRY TO ENHANCE THE EVERY-DAY PRACTICE OF AMERICANISM. 

 

(c)  TO ASSIST THE  DEPARTMENT  AMERICANISM  CHAIRMAN  IN  ACHIEVING  THE  ULTIMATE  GOALS  ASSIGNED  

WITHIN THE DUTIES OF THE AMERICANISM CHAIRMAN.   
 

 

45.12  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE.   THE DEPARTMENT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN AND CONSISTING OF TWO (2) ADDITIONAL APPOINTIVE MEMBERS, IS CHARGED WITH THE 

DUTY:   

 

(a)  TO STUDY ALL LEGISLATION OF BENEFIT TO THE STATE, THE NATION AND VETERANS. 

 

(b)  TO ARRIVE  AT  RECOMMENDATIONS  TO BE  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  STAFF,   THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION   AND  
TO DETACHMENTS  CONCERNING  ADVISABILITY  OF  ENDORSING  SUPPORT  OR  REJECTION  OF  PENDING  LEGISLATION  

AFFECTING VETERANS AFFAIRS. 

 

(c)  TO STUDY AND DEVELOP SOLUTIONS, AS DEEMED NECESSARY, SPONSORING LEGISLATION BENEFICIAL TO THE 

PROTECTION OF THE USMC, THE BENEFIT OF THE STATE, THE NATION AND VETERANS. 

 

(d)  TO  PREPARE  SUCH  RESOLUTIONS  MANDATED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  REQUESTING  SPECIFIC  

LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS OF THE STATE LEGISLATURE OR OF CONGRESS. 

 
 

 

45.13  PUBLICITY COMMITTEE.   THE DEPARTMENT PUBLICITY COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC 
RELATIONS DIRECTOR AND CONSISTING OF ALL OF THE DISTRICT COMMANDANTS, IS CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 

 
 

(a)  TO STUDY, PERFECT AND PUT INTO OPERATION (SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE STAFF) A COMPREHENSIVE 

PUBLICITY PROGRAM  TO  BE  USED BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND ALL  CONSTITUENT  DETACHMENTS;  OBJECTIVE  OF 
WHICH  SHALL BE  TO FAVORABLY PUBLICIZE  ALL ACTIVITIES  OF THE  MCL  IN THE  DEPARTMENT.   THE PROGRAM 

SHALL USE EVERY POSSIBLE MEANS AVAILABLE TO  ESTABLISH  FAVORABLE CONTACT  WITH ALL  OTHER  VETERANS  

ORGANIZATIONS  IN THE  STATE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE OF COORDINATING MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL OBJECTIVES AND 
DEVELOPING FRIENDLY COOPERATION. 

 

(b)  TO ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR IN ACHIEVING THE ULTIMATE GOALS ASSIGNED WITHIN 
THE DUTIES OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR 

 

(c)  TO ASSURE THAT EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT HISTORIAN WITH COPIES OF ALL NEWS 
RELEASES,PUBLISHED  ARTICLES  AND  PHOTOGRAPHS  WHICH ARE INFLUENCED  BY THE  COMMITTEES  OR IS  

GENERATED  AT  THE  CON-STITUENT LEVEL.  

 
 

 

45.14 MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE.   THE DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT JR. 
VICE COMMANDANT AND CONSISTING OF ALL THE DISTRICT COMMANDANTS, IS CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 

 

 

(a)  TO DEVELOP  AND  PUT INTO OPERATION  (SUBJECT  TO  APPROVAL  OF THE  STAFF)  COMPREHENSIVE  BUT  

AGGRESSIVE PROGRAM(S) OBJECTIVELY DESIGNED TO EXPAND THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE MCL. 

 

(b)  TO STUDY, PERFECT AND INITIATE NECESSARY COMPETITIVE MEMBERSHIP ACQUISITION CONTESTS ON A 

DEPARTMENTWIDE BASIS.  

 
 

 

45.15  AWARDS, CITATIONS AND DECORATIONS COMMITTEE.   THE DEPARTMENT AWARDS, CITATIONS AND 

DECORATIONS COMMITTEE, CHAIRED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT  JR. VICE  COMMANDANT  AND  CONSISTING  OF ALL  OF 

THE  DISTRICT COMMANDANTS  PLUS ONE  (1)  MEMBER  OF THE  DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES  (APPOINTED BY  THE  

DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT)  IS  CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 
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(a)  TO DEVISE AND SUGGEST TO THE STAFF PRACTICAL AWARDS AND CITATIONS FOR THE MEMBERSHIP 
AND THE PUBLIC TO STIMULATE AND ENCOURAGE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION BY MEMBERS AND FAVORABLE 
REACTION FROM THE PUBLIC. 

 
(b)  TO SEEK OUT FITTING ACTS WARRANTING CONSIDERATION FOR RECOGNITION; TO SOLICIT 

IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL RECIPIENTS  FROM THE  DETACHMENTS  AND TO  REVIEW   AND CONCUR,  
OR  NON-CONCUR,   ON ALL  PROPOSALS  FOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS PRIOR TO SUBMISSION TO THE 
STAFF OR CONVENTION. 

 
 

45.16  (NOT USED). 
 
 

45.17  ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE.    THE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT  
SR. VICE COMMANDANT AND CONSISTING OF TWO (2) ADDITIONAL APPOINTIVE MEMBERS, IS CHARGED 
WITH THE DUTY: 

 
(a)  TO STUDY, PERFECT AND INITIATE (SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF THE STAFF) PLANS AND PROGRAMS FOR 
WHOLESOME SOCIAL ACTIVITIES DURING DEPARTMENT FUNCTIONS. 

 
(b)  TO STUDY, PERFECT, AND RECOMMEND TO THE STAFF AGGRESSIVE BUT PRACTICAL AND LEGITIMATE 

METHODS, WAYS, OR MEANS FOR RAISING REVENUE FOR THE DEPARTMENT.   
 
 

45.18  RITUAL OBSERVANCE COMMITTEE.   THE  DEPARTMENT  RITUALOBSERVANCE  COMMITTEE,  CHAIRED 
BY  A PAST  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT (APPOINTED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT)  AND  
CONSISTING  OF ALL OF THE  DISTRICT COMMANDANTS, IS CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 

 
 

(a)  TO COLLECTIVELY ASSURE THAT THE RITUAL OF THE  MCL  IS OBSERVED  DURING ALL  PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE  DEPARTMENT AND WITH DECORUM, ADVISE THE STAFF OF INFRACTIONS OF THE RITUAL WHEN 
THEY OCCUR. 

 
(b)   TO INDIVIDUALLY OBSERVE THE EFFORTS OF THE VARIOUS  DETACHMENTS  DURING THEIR  
PROCEEDINGS,  IN REGARD TO THE  CONFORMANCE  WITH  THE  RITUAL,  AND  HELPFULLY  ADVISE THE  
DETACHMENT  COMMANDANTS  OF  METHODS  WHERE ADDITIONAL EFFORTS MAY ENHANCE SUCH 
PROCEEDINGS. 

 
(c)  TO DEVELOP,  AS NECESSARY,  GUIDANCE MATERIAL  FOR DETACHMENTS, (SUCH AS  INSTRUCTIONAL 
LETTERS,  ARTICLES OR SPEECHES)  ORIENTED TO  SIMPLIFY  UNDERSTANDING  OF THE  MCL  RITUAL  AND 
THE  ADVANTAGES  OF ITS  PRACTICAL  APPLICATION. 

 
(d)  TO STUDY AND  DETERMINE NEED FOR  CHANGES TO  THE MCL  RITUAL, AND UPON  APPROVAL OF THE 

STAFF,  DEVELOP THE  APPROPRIATE  RESOLUTION(S)  TO BE  PROCESSED TO THE  DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION  ENDORSING  RESOLUTION(S)  RECOMMENDING CHANGES TO THE MCL RITUAL. 

 
 
 

45.19  TIME AND PLACE COMMITTEE.   THE TIME AND PLACE COMMITTEE, CONSISTING OF THREE (3) 
APPOINTIVE MEMBERS, IS CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 

 
 

(a)  TO  ENCOURAGE  AND  ADVISE ALL  DETACHMENTS  WHICH  ARE  POTENTIAL  BIDDERS   FOR  THE  
DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  IN ORDER  THAT THEY  FULLY  UNDERSTAND  THE REQUIREMENTS  FOR  
HOSTING  A  CONVENTION,  TO  INCLUDE  BID PREPARATION   AND  RESPONSIBILITIES  AND  ASSOCIATED  
OBLIGATIONS  FOR  CONVENTION  PREPARATIONS  AS  HEREIN  CONTAINED 

 
(b)  TO RECEIVE,  REVIEW,  AND EVALUATE  ALL BIDS SUBMITTED  FOR  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION;  

ASSURING  BIDS CONFORM TO THE  COMPLETE  REQUIREMENTS  STATED HEREIN,  (RETURNING  THOSE  
NOT IN  CONFORMANCE,  WITH  ADVICE);  DETERMINE AND  RECOMMEND  TO THE STAFF  (AND WHEN 
POSSIBLE  TO THE CONVENTION) THE BID(S) WHICH IS (ARE)  IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
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(c)  TO WORK CLOSELY WITH THE DEPARTMENT LIAISON OFFICER AND THE CONVENTION COMMITTEE, 
WHEN REQUESTED, TO ENHANCE THE ORDERLY PREPARATION FOR THE CONVENTION. 

 
(d)  TO RECEIVE AND EVALUATE ALL BIDS FOR STAFF CONFERENCES AND PRESENT SAME TO THE STAFF 

FOR ITS CONSIDERATION. 
 
 

45.20  (NOT USED). 
 
 

45.30  CONVENTION COMMITTEE DUTIES.   THE INDIVIDUAL COMMITTEES  NECESSARY  FOR THE  PROPER 
CONDUCT  OF A ON  ARE  THE:  CONVENTION  LIAISON  COMMITTEE,  RULES  COMMITTEE,  CREDENTIAL  
COMMITTEE,   BYLAWS  COMMITTEE, AND  RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE  WITH DUTY ASSIGNMENTS  AND 
COMPOSITION  OF SUCH  COMMITTEES  IDENTIFIED  BELOW.  ALL ABOVE COMMITTEES ARE TEMPORARY, 
TENURE FOR THE DURATION OF THE CONVENTION, EXCEPT THE CONVENTION LIAISON COMMITTEE WHICH 
SHALL BE AN ACTIVE COMMITTEE FOR THE ENTIRE FISCAL YEAR. 

 
 
 

45.31  CONVENTION LIAISON COMMITTEE.   THE DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  LIAISON COMMITTEE,  CHAIRED 
BY  THE DEPARTMENT  LIAISON OFFICER AND CONSISTING OF ONE (1) MEMBER OF THE TIME AND PLACE  
COMMITTEE  PLUS ONE  (1)  ADDITIONAL MEMBER (BOTH APPOINTED BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT) 
IS CHARGED WITH  THE DUTY: 

 
    (a)  TO ASSIST IN AND MONITOR THE PREPARATIONS FOR CONVENTION AS HEREIN ABOVE PROVIDED. 
 

(b)  TO ASSURE A LINE OF COMMUNICATION IS ESTABLISHED  BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT  AND THE 
DEPARTMENT MCLA AND ALL  SUBSIDIARY  ORGANIZATIONS,  DURING THE CONVENTION,  IN ORDER  THAT 
ALL BODIES  CAN  BE KEPT  INFORMED OF  ALL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONVENTION 

 
(c)  TO ASSIST IN RESOLUTION OF UNPREDICTABLE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE CONDUCT OF THE 
CONVENTION. 

 
(d)  TO ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC RELATIONS DIRECTOR IN MONITORING ALL PRESS RELEASES OR 

PUBLICITY RESULTING FROM THE CONVENTION PROCEEDINGS, ASSURING THAT ALL RELEASES ARE IN THE 
BEST INTERESTS OF THE DEPARTMENT AND THE MCL. 

 
 
 

45.32  RULES  COMMITTEE.  THE  DEPARTMENT  RULES  COMMITTEE,  CHAIRED BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  
JUDGE  ADVOCATE  AND CONSISTING OF TWO  (2)  ADDITIONAL APPOINTED MEMBERS,  IS CHARGED  WITH 
THE DUTY TO STUDY  THE RULES OF THE  CONVENTION,  AS HEREIN  CONTAINED,  AND DETERMINE NEED  
FOR ANY  ADDITIONAL RULES  FOR RECOMMENDATION TO THE  CONVENTION FOR APPLICATION DURING 
THAT SPECIFIC CONVENTION. 

 
 
 

45.33  CREDENTIALS  COMMITTEE.   THE DEPARTMENT CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE,  CHAIRED BY THE 
DEPARTMENT SR.VICE COMMANDANT AND CONSISTING OF FOUR (4)  ADDITIONAL MEMBERS (APPOINTED BY 
THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT, BUT ALL FROM SEPARATE DISTRICTS) IS CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 

 
 

(a)  TO EXAMINE THE CREDENTIALS OF ALL DELEGATES AND ALTERNATES WHO HAVE PAID THEIR 
REGISTRATION FEE, TO DETERMINE  THAT  ALL  DELEGATES  AND  ALTERNATES  HAVE BEEN  PROPERLY 
SANCTIONED  BY THEIR  RESPECTIVE  DETACHMENTS, AND TO DETERMINE THE VOTING STRENGTH OF THE 
DETACHMENTS REPRESENTED 

 
(b)  TO ACQUAINT THEMSELVES, IN COORDINATION WITH THE DEPARTME NT PAYMASTER, OF ANY 
INDIVIDUAL DETACHMENT'S INDEBTEDNESS TO THE DEPARTMENT, DISALLOWING CERTIFICATION OF 
CREDENTIALS OF AFFECTED DELEGATION UNTIL RESOLVED BY THE STAFF OR UPON ADDITIONAL ADVICE 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER 

 
(c) TO DEVELOP AND MAINTAIN A CURRENT LISTING OF ALL DETACHMENTS REPRESENTED AND THE VOTING 
STRENGTH OF EACH FOR POSTING IN A CONSPICUOUS LOCATION DURING THE CONVENTION. 
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45.34  BYLAWS COMMITTEE.   THE DEPARTMENT BYLAWS COMMITTEE, CHAIRED BY THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE 
ADVOCATE AND CONSISTING OF THREE (3) TO FIVE (5) ADDITIONAL APPOINTED MEMBERS, IS CHARGED WITH THE 
DUTY: 
  (a)  TO RECEIVE,  REVIEW,  EVALUATE,  AND CONSIDER  ALL  RESOLUTIONS  PROPOSING CHANGES  OR  ADDITIONS  
TO  THE DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS,  WHICH  HAVE BEEN  PRESENTED  IN ACCORDANCE  WITH THE  
PROVISIONS  STATED  HEREIN. 
 
   (b)  TO  DETERMINE  AFOREMENTIONED  PROPOSALS  WHICH ARE  POSSIBLE ASSET  TO THE DEPARTMENT;  AND  
BY  MAJORITY VOTE OF  THE  COMMITTEE,  SHALL EITHER  APPROVE  OR  DISAPPROVE  SUCH PROPOSALS;  ALL 
PROPOSALS  WILL BE  PRESENTED WITH RECOMMENDATIONS, BY THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN TO THE CONVENTION 
FOR ACTION. 
 
   (c)  TO STUDY EXISTING  BYLAWS  AND  DETERMINE NEED FOR CHANGES  OR   ADDITIONS  BENEFICIAL  TO THE  
DEPARTMENT AND ADVISE THE CONVENTION  OF SUCH NEED;  THE  PURPOSE OF WHICH IS TO  RESULT  IN TASKING  
THE ENSUING  STAFF TO SOLICIT  SPONSORSHIP OF  RESOLUTIONS PROPOSING  SUCH CHANGES  OR ADDITIONS  
FOR PRESENTATION  AT THE  FOLLOWING CONVENTION UNDER THE PROVISIONS HEREINAFTER PROVIDED.   
 
 
 
45.35  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE.   THE  DEPARTMENT  RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE,  CHAIRED  BY A  PAST  
DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  AND  CONSISTING OF THREE  (3)  ADDITIONAL MEMBERS  (ALL  APPOINTED  BY THE  
DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT)  IS  CHARGED WITH THE DUTY: 
 
   (a)  TO RECEIVE, STUDY, EVALUATE, AND CONSIDER ALL RESOLUTIONS TO BE PRESENTED AT THE CONVENTION. 
 
   (b)  TO PREPARE AND OFFER RESOLUTIONS ON BEHALF OF THE COMMITTEE AS ARE DEEMED EXPEDIENT. 
 
   (c)  TO  SOLICIT AID  FROM OTHER  DEPARTMENT COMMITTEES  (AS  DEEMED  NECESSARY)   TO  ASSURE  THAT  
RESOLUTIONS PERTAINING TO FUNCTIONAL AREAS ARE  WITHIN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE DEPARTMENT AND THE 
MCL. 
 
   (d)  TO EITHER APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE RESOLUTIONS; ALL RESOLUTIONS WILL BE PRESENTED WITH 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE CONVENTION BY THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN FOR ACTION OF THE CONVENTION. 
 
 
 
45.40  SPECIAL COMMITTEE DUTIES. 
 

 

45.41  INTERNAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE.    
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45.42  INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE.    
 
 
 
45.43  DEPARTMENT JUDICIAL COMMISSON. 
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50.00  FINANCE 
 
 
50.01  FISCAL YEAR.   THE FISCAL YEAR OF THE DEPARTMENT,  FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACCOUNTING,  SHALL BEGIN 
ON THE FIRST DAY OF SEPTEMBER AND END ON THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF AUGUST OF EACH YEAR. 
 
 
 
50.02  BONDING.   (a)  THE DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  AND THE  DEPARTMENT   PAYMASTER   SHALL  BE  BONDED   
WITH NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS,   MCL,  COSTS  FOR  BONDING  TO BE BORNE  BY THE  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  
AS A  PART OF NATIONAL DUES PAYMENTS. 
 
   (b)  ALL OTHER  OFFICERS CHARGED  WITH HANDLING OF  DEPARTMENT  FUNDS  SHALL  BE  BONDED  IN SUCH  
AMOUNT AS SHALL BE  FIXED BY  THE STAFF,  AND  COSTS FOR SUCH  BONDING  SHALL BE  BORNE  BY THE  
DEPARTMENT.  BONDS  MAY  BE OBTAINED  THROUGH  THE  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  OR   WITH   PRIVATE  
COMMERCIAL  INSTITUTIONS,   PROVIDING  BOND COVERS FINANCES HANDLED AND THE PROPER PERFORMANCE OF 
DUTIES. 
 
 
 
51.00  FINANCE AUTHORITY. 
 
 
51.01  FUNDS DEPOSIT.   (a)  DEPARTMENT  FUNDS AND SECURITIES,  EXCLUDING  THOSE ASSOCIATED  WITH THE  
DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER  OPERATIONS,  SHALL BE  DEPOSITED IN  A  FEDERALLY  INSURED  FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTION(S),  (WHICH  HAS BEEN APPROVED BY THE STAFF) IN THE NAME OF,  "DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE". 
 
   (b)  DEPARTMENT FUNDS  ASSOCIATED  WITH THE  OPERATIONS  OF THE  DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER,  SHALL 
BE  DEPOSITED IN  A  FEDERALLY  INSURED  FINANCIAL  INSTITUTION  IN THE  NAME OF,  "DEPARTMENT 
QUARTERMASTER,  DEPT. OF ILL.,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE". 
 
   (c)  DEPARTMENT  FUNDS,  DESIGNATED  AS  ADVANCED OPERATING  ALLOWANCE  AND ASSOCIATED  WITH THE  
OPERATIONS OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE,  SHALL BE  DEPOSITED IN A  FEDERALLY INSURED  FINANCIAL INSTITUTION  IN 
THE  NAME OF,  "DEPT. OF ILL., MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, PUBLICATION FUND".  
 
 
 
 
51.02 SIGNATURE AUTHORITY.   (a)  ALL WITHDRAWAL  OF FUNDS DEPOSITED IN THE NAME OF THE "DEPARTMENT OF 
ILLINOIS, MARINE  CORPS  LEAGUE",  SHALL REQUIRE  SIGNATURE OF THE  DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER  AND 
COUNTERSIGNED BY  THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT. 
 
   (b)  ANY  WITHDRAWAL  OF INVESTED  RESERVE FUNDS  SHALL  REQUIRE THE SIGNATURES  OF THE  DEPARTMENT  
PAYMASTER, DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT PLUS THE SIGNATURE OF ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE DEPARTMENT 
STAFF. 
 
   (c)  WITHDRAWAL  OF  FUNDS  DEPOSITED  IN THE  NAME OF  "DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER,  DEPT. OF ILL., 
MARINE  CORPS LEAGUE" WILL REQUIRE ONLY THE SIGNATURE OF THE DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER. 
 
   (d)  WITHDRAWAL OF FUNDS DEPOSITED  IN THE NAME OF  DEPT. OF ILL.,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  PUBLICATION 
FUND"  WILL REQUIRE ONLY THE SIGNATURE OF THE EDITOR OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE. 
 
   (e)  SHOULD  ANY OF  THE INDIVIDUALS,  HEREIN ABOVE  IDENTIFIED  WITH  SIGNATURE AUTHORITY,  BECOME  
INCAPACITATED BY  DEATH,  PERMANENT  OR  EXTENDED ILLNESS,  OR BY  RESIGNATION,  IMMEDIATE ACTION  
SHALL BE  TAKEN BY THE RANKING MEMBER  OF  THE  STAFF TO  EXECUTE  AN  AFFIDAVIT  (IN  DUPLICATE)  
TESTIFYING  TO THE  CIRCUMSTANCES.   THE  AFFIDAVIT, SIGNED  BY NOT  LESS THAN THREE  (3)  MEMBERS OF THE 
STAFF,  SHALL DESIGNATE  INTERIM SIGNATURE  AUTHORITY TO A PROVISIONAL DESIGNEE  TO ASSURE  THE 
BUSINESS OF THE  DEPARTMENT  SHALL NOT BE  DISRUPTED.  ONE COPY  OF THE  AFFIDAVIT SHALL BE  PLACED ON  
PERMANENT FILE  WITH THE  DEPARTMENT  ADJUTANT,  THE  OTHER COPY  SHALL BE  PROVIDED  TO  THE FINANCIAL  
INSTITUTION  (WHERE  CONCERNED  FUNDS  ARE  ON  DEPOSIT)  AS  AUTHORITY  TO  EXECUTE  REVISED  
SIGNATURE AUTHORITY CARDS  WITH THE CONCERNED INSTITUTION.  AN  AFTER-THE-FACT  APPROVAL  OF  THE  
INTERIM   EMERGENCY ACTION SHALL BE SOUGHT AT THE VERY NEXT STAFF CONFERENCE. 
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51.03 AUTHORITY  FOR  CUSTODY.   THE  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  AND  THE  DEPARTMENT  PAYMASTER   
SHALL  HAVE CUSTODY OF  ALL FUNDS  AND  OTHER  PROPERTY OF THE  DEPARTMENT,  SUBJECT  TO THE  
SUPERVISION  OF THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF,  INCLUDING  PROPERTY DEVISED  OF TRUST FUNDS  BEQUEATHED TO 
IT  IN TRUST,  OR OTHERWISE.  THEY MAY INVEST OR REINVEST RESERVES, WHEN NECESSARY, WITH APPROVAL OF 
THE STAFF.   SUBJECT TO  THE SUPERVISION  AND CONTROL OF THE STAFF, THEY SHALL MAKE  SUCH ACCOUNTS  
AND EXECUTE  SUCH LEGAL DOCUMENTS  AND OTHER PAPERS AS MAY BE  REQUIRED BY THE  PROVISIONS OF ANY 
WILL,  OR TRUST DEED,  OR BY THE ORDER OF ANY COURT,  OR AS MAY BE REQUIRED BY THE STAFF. THEY SHALL 
APPLY TRUST FUNDS OR INCOME THEREOF IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DIRECTIONS CONTAINED IN THE WILL OR 
TRUST DEED WHICH CREATES SUCH FUND, AND SHALL GIVE SUCH BOND IN CONNECTION WITH SUCH TRUST FUND 
AS MAY BE 
REQUIRED BY THE TERMS OF THE TRUST, OR BY ANY COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION.  THE COST OF THE 
PREMIUM OF SUCH BONDS SHALL BE BORNE BY THE DEPARTMENT, OR AS PROVIDED BY THE TERMS OF THE TRUST.  
THEY SHALL TAKE NO FEES  OR COMMISSIONS FOR HANDLING  ANY MONEYS, SECURITIES, OR TRUST FUNDS, AND  IF 
THE TERMS OF ANY GIFT OR TRUST PROVIDES FOR THE PAYMENT OF FEES  OR  COMMISSIONS TO ANY MEMBER  OF 
THE DEPARTMENT,  SUCH FEES  OR COMMISSIONS SHALL BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
 
 
 
51.04  FINANCIAL OBLIGATION.   NO OFFICER  OR  MEMBER OF THIS  DEPARTMENT  SHALL OBLIGATE  THE 
DEPARTMENT IN ANY MANNER  WHATSOEVER  WITHOUT THE  PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE  MAJORITY OF THE STAFF  
DURING A STAFF CONFERENCE  OR  A DULY CALLED SPECIAL MEETING. 
 
 
 
51.11  SOLICITATIONS / PROMOTIONS.   (a)  FUND RAISING ACTIVITIES MAY BE ENTERED INTO BY THE DEPARTMENT 
PROVIDED: 
 

(1)  ENTERING SUCH ACTIVITY IS APPROVED BY THE MAJORITY OF THE STAFF DURING A REGULAR STAFF 
CONFERENCE. 

 
(2)  ALL FUNDS RAISED SHALL BE FOR THE SOLE BENEFIT OF THE DEPARTMENT, LESS SUCH INCIDENTAL 

EXPENSES THAT MAY BE INCURRED. 
 
  (3)  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL RECEIVE AND DISBURSE ALL FUNDS RECEIVED AND PAID OUT. 
 

(4)  A WRITTEN REPORT OF ALL TRANSACTIONS IS MADE A MATTER OF RECORD WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT 
FILES. 

 
(5)  SUCH FUND RAISING ACTIVITY DOES NOT VIOLATE ANY FEDERAL, STATE, MUNICIPAL LAW OR 

ORDINANCE, OR REFLECT DISCREDIT UPON THE MCL. 
 
 
   (b)  NO OFFICER  OR MEMBER  OF THE DEPARTMENT  SHALL BE AUTHORIZED  TO ENTER INTO  ANY CONTRACT OR  
AGREEMENT FOR  PROMOTION OF  LEAGUE AFFAIRS  IN THIS  DEPARTMENT.  SHOULD  THE  DEPARTMENT  DESIRE 
TO  HANDLE  A PROMOTION THROUGH  PROFESSIONAL PROMOTERS,  IT SHALL BE  MANDATORY TO  FIRST SUBMIT  A 
WRITTEN NOTICE  OF SUCH  TO ALL STAFF MEMBERS SEVEN (7) DAYS PRIOR TO THE DATE OF A CONFERENCE AT 
WHICH THE  PROMOTION IS TO  BE ACTED UPON.  A FAVORABLE VOTE OF TWO-THIRDS (2/3) OF THOSE PRESENT IS 
REQUIRED FOR APPROVAL OF SUCH PROMOTION. 
 
   (c)  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT CONDUCT ANY FUND RAISING ACTIVITY IN ANY CITY WHERE THERE ARE ONE OR 
MORE DETACHMENTS WITHOUT CONSENT OF SUCH DETACHMENTS. 
 
   (d)  IN ANY SOLICITATION OF FUNDS BY THE DEPARTMENT, DEPARTMENT STATIONERY SHALL BE UTILIZED WITH 
THE SIGNATURE OF THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT PROPERLY AFFIXED. 
 
   (e)  THE NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF THE MCL SHALL NOT CONDUCT ANY FUND-RAISING ROJECT WITHIN THIS 
DEPARTDEPARTMENT  WITHOUT  FIRST  OBTAINING THE  WRITTEN  PERMISSION OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  
COMMANDANT,  FOLLOWING  THE APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF. 
 
 
 
51.21  ILLINOIS MARINE OPERATIONS.   (a)  THE OPERATIONS OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE  SHALL BE  UNDER THE  
DIRECT SUPERVISION OF  THE EDITOR  OF THE  ILLINOIS MARINE,  WHO IN TURN IS  ACCOUNTABLE TO THE  
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT  AND THE STAFF. 
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   (b)  THE EDITOR SHALL BE PROVIDED AN INITIAL ADVANCED OPERATING ALLOWANCE (DETERMINED BY THE STAFF) 
TO DEFRAY SUPPLIE AND MAILING EXPENSES.  UPON PRINTING  AND  DISTRIBUTION OF  EACH ISSUE  OF THE  
ILLINOIS  MARINE,  AN ITEMIZED  VOUCHER  SHALL  BE  SUBMITTED  BY  THE  EDITOR  TO THE  DEPARTMENT  
PAYMASTER  FOR  AN  INCREMENTAL  REIMBURSEMENT FOR  SUCH  EXPENSES.   FUNDS REMAINING UPON THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE TOUR OF DUTY OF THE EDITOR SHALL REVERT TO THE DEPARTMENT. 
 
   (c)  THE EDITOR IS AUTHORIZED TO RECEIVE PAYMENT FOR ADS PLACED IN THE ILLINOIS MARINE AND SHALL 
ENDORSE AND FORWARD SUCH PAYMENTS TO THE DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER. 
 
   (d)  THE EDITOR SHALL MAINTAIN AN ACCOUNTING OF ALL FUNDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE OPERATIONS AND HAVE 
SUCH FUNDS DEPOSITED AS HEREIN ABOVE STATED. 
 
   (e)  COMPLETE FINANCIAL  REPORTS  TO THE  STAFF AND TO  THE  CONVENTION  SHALL  BE  REQUIRED  AS  HEREIN  
ABOVE STATED. 
 
   (f)  AUDITS OF THE FUNDS AND OPERATIONS OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE SHALL BE PERIODICALLY MADE AS HEREIN 
PROVIDED. 
 
 
 
51.31  QUARTERMASTER OPERATIONS.   (a)  THE OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER SHALL BE 
CONDUCTED IN A BUSINESS-LIKE  MANNER  (INSOFAR  AS  POSSIBLE,  A  SELF-SUSTAINING  OPERATION)   WITH  
COMPLETE  RECORDS OF  ALL PURCHASES AND SALES PERFORMED BY THE QUARTERMASTER. 
 
   (b)  THE  DEPARTMENT  QUARTERMASTER  IS  AUTHORIZED TO  NEGOTIATE,  PURCHASE  AND  SELL ALL  
MERCHANDISE  WITHIN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE DEPARTMENT.  
 
   (c)  THE DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER SHALL MAINTAIN AN ACCOUNTING OF ALL FUNDS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
OPERATIONS AND SHALL HAVE SUCH FUNDS DEPOSITED AS HEREIN ABOVE STATED. 
 
   (d)  COMPLETE FINANCIAL REPORTS TO THE STAFF AND TO THE CONVENTION SHALL BE   REQUIRED AS HEREIN 
ABOVE STATED 
 
(e) AUDITS OF PROPERTY, FUNDS AND OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER SHALL BE 

PERIODICALLY MADE AS HEREIN PROVIDED.  
 
 
 
52.00  DEPARTMENT REVENUES. 
 
 
52.01  DEPARTMENT  REVENUE  SOURCE.   (a)  THE  REVENUE OF THIS  DEPARTMENT  SHALL BE  DERIVED FROM THE 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES;  FROM VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS,  DONATIONS,  BEQUEATHS,  OR GRANTS;  FROM  
INTERESTS  ON INVESTED RESERVE FUNDS,  AS THEY MAY OCCUR;  AND FROM SUCH OTHER SOURCES AS  MAY BE 
PROPERLY ESTABLISHED BY  ANY  DEPARTMENT CONVENTION OR APPROVED BY THE STAFF DURING ANY REGULAR 
CALLED STAFF CONFERENCE. 
 
   (b)  NO ASSESSMENTS SHALL BE LEVIED BY THE DEPARTMENT UPON ANY CONSTITUENT DETACHMENT. 
 
 
52.02  DEPARTMENT FUND RAISING.   (a)  ALL REVENUES DERIVED FROM FUND-RAISING EFFORTS, AS HEREIN ABOVE 
AUTHORIZED, SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE DEPARTMENT TREASURY. 
 
   (b)  ALL REVENUES IDENTIFIED AND DERIVED AS THE DEPARTMENT'S SHARE OF THE NET PROCEEDS OF EACH 
DEPARTMENT CONVENTION SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE DEPARTMENT TREASURY. 
 
   (c)  ALL  REVENUES  DERIVED  FROM  IMPROMPTU  FUND-RAISING  EFFORTS   AMONGST  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
DEPARTMENT STAFF  SHALL BE  DEPOSITED IN THE  DEPARTMENT TREASURY,  UNLESS  THE STATED PURPOSE  OF 
SUCH  EFFORT HAS  BEEN  DULY ANNOUNCED PRIOR TO SUCH ENGAGEMENT.  
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53.00  DEPARTMENT BUDGET. 
 
 
53.01  BUDGET ESTABLISHMENT.   THE BUDGET FOR THE OPERATION OF THE DEPARTMENT SHALL BE ESTABLISHED 
BY THE BUDGET COMMITTEE   BASED UPON ALL KNOWN NEEDS FOR EXPENDITURES, BUT SHALL NOT EXCEED THE 
DEPARTMENT‟S ANNUAL INCOME.  THE BUDGET SHALL BE SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL OF THE STAFF DURING THE 
SECOND STAFF CONFERENCE AND SHALL CONSIDER THE PERIOD FROM THE FIRST STAFF CONFERENCE TO THE 
31ST DAY OF AUGUST OF THE FOLLOWING YEAR.  (THE PERIOD BETWEEN THE CONVENTION AND THE 31ST DAY OF 
AUGUST IS PROVIDED AS GUIDANCE FOR THE NEW STAFF).  DEPARTMENT OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
WHICH ARE KNOWLEDGEABLE OF A REQUIREMENT FOR UNUSUAL OR SPECIAL EXPENDITURE DURING THE ENSUING 
YEAR SHALL BE OBLIGATED TO APPEAR BEFORE OR CORRESPOND WITH THE BUDGET COMMITTEE, PRIOR TO THE 
SUBMISSION OF THE BUDGET, IN ORDER THAT DUE CONSIDERATION CAN BE AFFORDED SUCH REQUIREMENTS. 
 
 
 
53.11  BUDGET COMMITTEE.   THE BUDGET COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF THREE  (3) MEMBERS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT TRUSTEES, THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD AND TWO OTHERS APPOINTED BY THAT CHAIRMAN), PLUS 
THE DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER. 
 
 
53.12  BUDGET REPORTS.   THE INITIAL BUDGET REPORT, AFTER APPROVAL BY THE STAFF, SHALL BE FILED WITH THE 
DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT AND THE DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER.  QUARTERLY REPORTS THEREAFTER SHALL CONSIST 
OF ANALYSIS, BY THE BUDGET COMMITTEE, OF THE STAFF‟S PERFORMANCE WITHIN THE BUDGET.  THE BUDGET 
COMMITTEE SHALL ADVISE THE STAFF OF POTENTIAL AREAS WHERE THE BUDGET IS BEING JEOPARDIZED, AND 
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESOLVING SUCH POSSIBILITIES. 
 
 
54.00  DEPARTMENT AUDIT. 
 
 
54.01  AUDIT AUTHORITY.   THE AUDIT AUTHORITY IS VESTED IN THE AUDIT COMMITTEE, WHICH SHALL BE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR AUDITING ALL ACCOUNTS AND RECORDS OF THIS DEPARTMENT.   THE CONDUCT OF AUDITING   
SHALL EMBRACE NORMAL ACCOUNTING PRACTICES.  THE RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT PROPERTY 
CUSTODIANSHIP AND TRANSFERS SHALL BE AUDITED DURING THE SECOND STAFF CONFERENCE. 
 
 
54.02 REGULAR / SPECIAL AUDITS.   (a) REGULAR AUDITS OF THE ACCOUNTS HANDLED BY THE DEPARTMENT 
PAYMASTER SHALL BE MADE PERIODICALLY  (PRIOR TO EACH STAFF CONFERENCE) AND AN ANNUAL AUDIT DURING 
THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION.   REGULAR AUDITS OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER   
AND THE OPERATIONS   OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE SHALL BE MADE ANNUALLY DURING THE DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION. 
 
   (b)  SPECIAL AUDITS OF ANY OF THE ACCOUNTS OF  THE DEPARTMENT  MAY BE MADE  AT ANY TIME  AS 
DETERMINED  IN THE BEST INTERESTS  OF THE  DEPARTMENT,  BUT  SHALL BE CONDUCTED  UPON THE  
RESIGNATION  OR OTHER-WISE  REPLACEMENT OF ANY OFFICER WHO IS CHARGED WITH HANDLING FUNDS. 
 
 
54.11  AUDIT COMMITTEE.   THE AUDIT COMMITTEE SHALL CONSIST OF THREE (3) MEMBERS OF THE DEPARTMENT 
TRUSTEES,  (THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, PLUS TWO (2) OTHERS APPOINTED BY THAT CHAIRMAN). 
 
 
54.21  AUDIT REPORTS.   ALL AUDIT REPORTS SHALL BE READ AND SUBMITTED FOR APPROVAL DURING THE STAFF 
CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION  (AS APPLICABLE).  THE AUDIT REPORTS SHALL CONTAIN RECOMMENDATIONS TO 
THE STAFF WHEN SUCH RECOMMENDATIONS ARE CONSIDERED IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE DEPARTMENT. 
 
 
55.00  DEPARTMENT PROPERTY.  
 
 
55.01  CUSTODY  OF  PROPERTY.   EACH OFFICER AND COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN WHO IS ENTRUSTED AS A CUSTODIAN 
OF 
DEPARTMENT PROPERTY IS BOUND BY OATH OF OFFICE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR SUCH PROPERTY AND ITS 
PROTECTION WHILE IN HIS POSSESSION.  THE STAFF SHALL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ANY NEED FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
SUCH PROPERTY OR EQUIPMENT. 
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55.11  INVENTORY  REPORTS.   (a)  AN  INVENTORY  SHALL BE  MADE,  BY EACH OFFICER/COMMITTEE  CHAIRMAN  
ENTRUSTED WITH THE CUSTODY OF DEPARTMENT PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, PRIOR TO THE LAST STAFF 
CONFERENCE OF EACH YEAR. 
 
   (b)  REPORTS OF SUCH  INDIVIDUAL INVENTORIES  SHALL BE PREPARED  (IN QUADRUPLICATE)  AND  SUBMITTED TO  
THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT DURING THE LAST STAFF CONFERENCE. 
 
   (c)  DURING THE  FIRST STAFF  CONFERENCE,  THE  RETIRING  OFFICER/CHAIRMAN  SHALL  EFFECT THE  TRANSFER  
OF  DEPARTMENT  PROPERTY  TO HIS  REPLACEMENT.  THE REPLACING OFFICER/CHAIRMAN, UPON RECEIPT OF 
PROPERTY, SHALL SIGN ALL COPIES OF PREVIOUSLY PREPARED REPORT ACKNOWLEDGING SUCH RECEIPT. 
 
   (d)  THE SIGNED COPIES  OF THE  INVENTORY  REPORTS  SHALL  BE  DISTRIBUTED,  (ONE COPY EACH),  TO  THE  
DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT, DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER, TO THE CURRENT OFFICER/CHAIRMAN, AND TO THE 
RETIRING OFFICER/CHAIRMAN.  
 
   (e)  THE  DEPARTMENT  QUARTERMASTER   SHALL  POST THE  TRANSFER OF  SUCH PROPERTY   IN THE  
"INVENTORY  REGISTER" (HEREIN ABOVE PROVIDED)  AND ADVISE  THE STAFF OF ANY NEED FOR RECONCILIATION 
OF THE STATED  INVENTORY  OR OF ANY CASES OF NON-COMPLIANCE WITH THESE BYLAWS. 
 
 
 
56.00  DEPARTMENT STAFF OFFICER AND COMMITTEE EXPENSES. 
 
 
 
56.01  SALARIES AND EXPENSES.   ALL OFFICERS AND COMMITTEEMEN SHALL SERVE WITHOUT SALARY.  
REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN PERFORMANCE OF DUTIES MAY BE AUTHORIZED AS HEREINAFTER 
PROVIDED. 
 
 
 
56.10  DEPARTMENT OFFICER EXPENSES.  
 
 
 
56.11  GENERAL EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT.   ALL DEPARTMENT OFFICERS SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR INCIDENTAL 
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES, PROVIDING SUCH EXPENSES ARE 
NOT UNUSUAL OR WITHOUT PRECEDENCE.  UNUSUAL EXPENSES OR EXPENSES WITHOUT PRECEDENCE SHALL 
REQUIRE APPROVAL OF THE STAFF PRIOR TO INCURRING SUCH EXPENSE.  
 
 
 
56.12  TRAVEL EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT.   TRAVEL EXPENSE FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTIES OF THAT 
OFFICE AND FOR TRAVEL TO STAFF CONFERENCES SHALL BE REIMBURSABLE TO ALL ELECTED DEPARTMENT 
OFFICERS, TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT, DEPARTMENT SERVICE OFFICER, EDITOR OF THE ILLINOIS MARINE, AND 
TO THE DIRECTOR OF CONVENTIONS  AT THE RATE OF FOURTEEN (.14) CENTS PER MILE, BUT SHALL NOT EXCEED 
THE BUDGETARY LIMITATION FOR THAT OFFICE.   (ALL APPOINTED OFFICERS, OTHER THAN STATED ABOVE SHALL 
NOT BE ENTITLED TO TRAVEL EXPENSES).  TRAVEL EXPENSES INCURRED BY ANY OFFICER AS A RESULT OF 
DIRECTION BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT FOR A SPECIAL UNPREDICTABLE REQUIREMENT SHALL BE   REIM-
BURSABLE FROM THE COMMANDANT‟S CONTINGENCY FUND, UNLESS OTHERWISE DISAPPROVED BY THE STAFF.   IN 
THE EVENT 
THE STAFF DIRECTS SUCH SPECIAL TRAVEL, REIMBURSEMENT SHALL BE DRAWN FROM THE GENERAL FUND.   
TRAVEL EXPENSE SHALL NOT INCLUDE EXPENSE FOR LODGING.   ALL TRAVEL EXPENSE VOUCHERS SHALL BE 
SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEE FOR APPROVAL (AT EACH STAFF CONFERENCE) PRIOR TO AUTHORIZING 
REIMBURSEMENT. 
 
 
56.20  DEPARTMENT COMMITTEE EXPENSES. 
 
 
 
56.21  GENERAL  EXPENSE  REIMBURSEMENT.   ALL DEPARTMENT COMMITTEEMEN SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR 
INCIDENTAL ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSE INCURRED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES, PROVIDING SUCH 
EXPENSES ARE NOT UNUSUAL OR   WITHOUT PRECEDENCE.  UNUSUAL EXPENSES OR EXPENSES WITHOUT 
PRECEDENCE SHALL REQUIRE APPROVAL OF THE STAFF PRIOR TO INCURRING SUCH EXPENSE. 
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56.22  TRAVEL EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT.   NO COMMITTEES SHALL BE REIMBURSED FOR TRAVEL EXPENSES, 
EXCEPT WHEN TRAVEL IS DIRECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT OR BY THE DEPARTMENT STAFF.  IN THE 
CASE WHERE THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT DIRECTS THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF TRAVEL, FUNDS FOR 
REIMBURSEMENT SHALL BE DRAWN FROM THE COMMANDANT‟S CONTINGENCY FUND, UNLESS OTHERWISE 
DISAPPROVED BY THE STAFF.   WHERE TRAVEL IS DIRECTED BY THE STAFF, REIMBURSEMENT SHALL BE DRAWN 
FROM THE GENERAL FUND. 
 
 
 
56.30  NATIONAL CONVENTION EXPENSE. 
 
 
56.31  ENTITLEMENT  FOR  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  EXPENSES.   THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT SHALL BE THE 
ONLY  
PERSON ENTITLED REIMBURSEMENT FOR EXPENSES INCURRED BY ATTENDING A NATIONAL CONVENTION.  THIS 
ENTITLEMENT SHALL NOT BE DELEGATED NOR TRANSFERABLE BY THE COMMANDANT OR BY THE STAFF. 
 
 
 
56.32  GENERAL  EXPENSE  REIMBURSEMENT.   THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT SHALL BE ALLOWED 
REIMBURSEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE CONVENTION "STRIP TICKET” FOR HIMSELF ONLY.  EXPENSES FOR 
LODGING, MEALS, AND INCIDENTALS ARE NOT REIMBURSABLE. 
 
 
56.33  TRAVEL EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT.   THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT SHALL BE ALLOWED REIMBURSEMENT 
FOR THE TRAVEL TO AND FROM THE NATIONAL CONVENTION AT THE RATE OF FOURTEEN (.14) CENTS PER MILE 
(REGARDLESS OF MODE OF TRAVEL), BUT THE COMBINED TRAVEL AND GENERAL EXPENSES REIMBURSEMENT 
SHALL NOT EXCEED THE BUDGETARY LIMITATIONS. 
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60.00  DEPARTMENT SUBORDINATE / SUBSIDIARY UNITS. 
 
 
61.00  DISTRICTS.  
 
 
 
61.01  IDENTITY OF DISTRICTS.   THERE SHALL BE EIGHT (8) DISTRICTS WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT AND SHALL BE 
KNOWN BY A NUMERICAL IDENTIFICATION AS THE "FIRST DISTRICT" THROUGH THE "FIFTH DISTRICT". 
 
 
 
61.02  GEOGRAPHIC  BOUNDARIES  OF  DISTRICTS.    THE DISTRICTS OF THIS DEPARTMENT SHALL BE 
GEOGRAPHICALLY DEFINED BY THE ASSIGNMENT OF ENTIRE COUNTIES AS ENUMERATED BELOW: 
 
   (a)  FIRST DISTRICT:   COOK SOUTH OF INTERSTATE 290, GRUNDY, KANKAKEE, KENDALL AND WILL COUNTIES. 
 
   (b)  SECOND DISTRICT:   BOONE, COOK NORTH OF INTERSTATE 290, DU PAGE, KANE, LAKE, AND McHENRY 
COUNTIES.  
 
   (c)  THIRD DISTRICT:   BUREAU,  CARROLL, DeKALB,  HENRY,  JO DAVIES,  LaSALLE,  LEE,  MARSHALL,  MERCER,  
OGLE,  PUTNAM, ROCK ISLAND, STARK, STEPHENSON, WHITESIDE AND WINNEBAGO COUNTIES. 
 
   (d)  FOURTH DISTRICT:   CHAMPAIGN,  DeWITT,  DOUGLAS,  EDGAR,  FORD,  IROQUOIS,  LIVINGSTON,  LOGAN,  
MACON,  McLEAN,  MOULTRIE,  PEORIA, PIATT, TAZEWELL, VERMILION AND WOODFORD COUNTIES. 
 
   (e)  FIFTH DISTRICT:   ADAMS, BROWN, CASS, FULTON, HANCOCK, HENDERSON, KNOX, MASON, McDONOUGH, 
MENARD, MORGAN, PIKE, SANGAMON, SCHUYLER, SCOTT AND WARREN COUNTIES. 
 
   (f)  SIXTH DISTRICT:   CLARK, CLAY, COLES, CRAWFORD, CUMBERLAND, EDWARDS, EFFINGHAM, FAYETTE, JASPER 
JEFFERSON, LAWRENCE, MARION, RICHLAND, SHELBY, WABASH AND WAYNE COUNTIES. 
 
   (g) SEVENTH DISTRICT:   BOND, CALHOUN, CHRISTIAN, CLINTON,   GREENE,   JERSEY,   MACOUPIN,   MADISON, 
MONROE, MONTGOMERY, ST. CLAIR AND WASHINGTON COUNTIES. 
 
   (h)  EIGHTH DISTRICT:   ALEXANDER, FRANKLIN, GALLATIN, HAMILTON, HARDIN, JACKSON, JOHNSON, MASSAC, 
PERRY, POPE, PULASKI, RANDOLPH, SALINE, UNION, WHITE AND WILLIAMSON COUNTIES. 
 
 
 
61.03  POWERS / RESPONSIBILITIES.   (a)  THE POWERS OF THE DISTRICTS  SHALL BE CONFINED  TO DELIBERATION 
AND STUDY OF THE  PROBLEMS OF THE  DISTRICT AND THE  FURTHERANCE OF THE  MARINE  CORPS  LEAGUE  AND 
THE  DETACHMENTS  WITH-IN THE DISTRICT. 
 
   (b)  THE DISTRICTS SHALL NOT ADOPT BYLAWS OR ASSESS ANY DUES. 
 
   (c)  THE DISTRICT SHALL HAVE EQUAL RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE DEPARTMENT AND TO THE CONSTITUENT 
DETACHMENTS. 
 
 
 
61.04  DISTRICT MEETINGS.   ONE OR MORE DISTRICT MEETINGS SHALL BE CALLED ANNUALLY AT THE DISCRETION 
OF THE DISTRICT COMMANDANT, BUT NOT LESS THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO A DEPARTMENT CONVENTION.    
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62.00  DETACHMENTS. 
 
 
 
62.01  DETACHMENT NAME.   NO DETACHMENT  SHALL BE NAMED IN HONOR OF A LIVING PERSON.   NO DETACHMENT 
SHALL ADOPT A NAME  PREVIOUSLY  ADOPTED BY  ANY OTHER  DETACHMENT,  UNLESS SUCH OTHER  DETACHMENT  
HAS  SURRENDERED; OR BY REVOCATION HAS LOST ITS CHARTER. 
 
 
 
62.02  FORMATION OF A DETACHMENT.   (a)  TWENTY  (20)  OR MORE PERSONS, ELIGIBLE FOR  MEMBERSHIP IN THE  
MARINE CORPS  LEAGUE,  MAY  FORM  A  DETACHMENT  BY  COMPLETING   AN  APPLICATION  FOR  CHARTER, 
OBTAINING  APPLICATION APPROVAL  FROM THE  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT,  WHO WILL  TRANSMIT  THE  
APPLICATION  TO THE  CENTRAL DIVISION VICE COMMANDANT  FOR  HIS  APPROVAL  AND  FURTHER MAILING  TO THE  
NATIONAL  COMMANDANT. (NOTE:  SPECIAL  CONSIDERATION  MAY BE ALLOWED  WITH LESS THAN  TWENTY (20)  
MEMBERS  UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  NATIONAL  ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES, SECTION 600. 
 
   (b)  WHEN A CHARTER  IS SOUGHT  FOR A DETACHMENT  WHICH IS TO BE LOCATED WITHIN THE LIMITS OF ANY 
MUNICIPALITY WHEREIN  ANOTHER  DETACHMENT  ALREADY EXISTS,  THE WRITTEN  CONSENT  OF THE  EXISTING  
DETACHMENT  SHALL  ACCOMPANY THE  APPLICATION.  SHOULD THE  EXISTING  DETACHMENT  DISREGARD A  
REQUEST  FOR CONSENT  OR  REFUSE  CONSENT, THE DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  EMPLOYING  DISCRETION  MAY 
APPROVE  AND  RECOMMEND THE  GRANT OF  SUCH CHARTER. IN THE  EVENT  THE DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  
REFUSES TO  ACT UPON  ANY CONTESTED  APPLICATION,  THE PROVISIONS OF THE NATIONAL BYLAWS SHALL 
PREVAIL. 
 
   (c)  THE DISTRICT COMMANDANT,  WHEREIN A  DETACHMENT IS BEING FORMED,  SHALL BE  THE SOURCE OF  ALL 
INFORMATION AND MATERIALS REQUIRED FOR INITIATING AN APPLICATION FOR A DETACHMENT CHARTER. 
 
   (d)  ALL APPLICATIONS  FOR CHARTERS  SHALL BE  ACCOMPANIED  BY THE  APPROPRIATE  DEPARTMENT DUES,  
NATIONAL DUES AND, AS APPLICABLE, INITIATION FEES FOR MEMBERS PETITIONING FOR SUCH CHARTER. 
 
   (e)  A NEW DETACHMENT  SHALL BE INSTITUTED  WITHIN SIXTY (60) DAYS  OF THE DATE OF AUTHORIZATION OF A 
CHARTER BY THE  NATIONAL  COMMANDANT.   UPON  RECEIPT  OF A  CHARTER,  THE  DEPARTMENT  COMMANDANT  
SHALL WITHOUT  DELAY APPOINT  A  DEPARTMENT  OFFICER  OR  OTHER  QUALIFIED  MEMBER  AS THE  INSTITUTING  
OFFICER.  THE  INSTITUTING  OFFICER SHALL  ARRANGE WITH  THE MEMBERS OF THE  NEW DETACHMENT  THE DATE  
AND PLACE OF  INSTITUTION.  HE  SHALL ON THAT DATE  CHECK THE  CREDENTIALS OF  EACH APPLICANT  TO 
ESTABLISH  HIS INDIVIDUAL  ELIGIBILITY,  SHALL  INSTITUTE THE  DETACHMENT  IN ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE RITUAL,  
PROCEED  WITH THE  ELECTION  AND  INSTALLATION  OF OFFICERS,  INSTRUCT  THE OFFICERS OF THEIR  DUTIES,  
SURRENDER TO THE  NEW COMMANDANT  ALL SUPPLIES  ISSUED  BY THE  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION AND  
GENERALLY ASSIST  THE OFFICERS OF THE  NEW  DETACHMENT  UNTIL  SUCH TIME AS  THEY ARE  PROPERLY  
FUNCTIONING. 
THE  INSTITUTING  OFFICER   SHALL  ASSURE  THAT THE  "REPORT OF  OFFICERS  AND  INSTALLATION"  IS  PROPERLY  
COMPLETED AND  DISTRIBUTED IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  INSTRUCTIONS  ON THE  FORM,  WITHIN  FIFTEEN  (15)  
DAYS  AFTER  DATE  OF THE INSTALLATION. 
 
 
 
62.03  DETACHMENT  CHARTER.   A  DETACHMENT CHARTER  GRANTED  BY  THE  NATIONAL  ORGANIZATION  SHALL  
ALWAYS REMAIN THE  PROPERTY OF THE  MARINE CORPS  LEAGUE.  THE CUSTODY OF  SUCH CHARTER  IS GRANTED 
THE  DETACHMENT  AS LONG  AS THE  REQUIRED MEMBERSHIP  IS MAINTAINED  AND  AS  LONG AS  THE 
DETACHMENT CONDUCTS  IT SELF IN THE  BEST INTERESTS OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE AND THIS DEPARTMENT. 
 
 
62.04  DETACHMENT BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES.   (a)  EACH  DETACHMENT  MAY ADOPT  BYLAWS  
AND ADMINISTRATIVE  PROCEDURES,  INCORPORATING  THEREIN,  SUCH  PORTIONS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  AND   
DEPARTMENT  BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES  AS ARE APPLICABLE  AND PERTAINING TO  THE 
OFFICERS,  POWERS,  DUTIES  AND  AUTHORITY OF A  DETACHMENT,  AS WELL AS  ANY OTHER PROVISIONS  
THEREOF WHICH PERTAIN TO THE BUSINESS AFFAIRS OF THE  DETACHMENT.  THE IDENTIFICATION  OF THE  
GEOGRAPHIC AREA  IN WHICH THE  DETACHMENT HAS AUTHORITY  SHALL BE  INCLUDED  IN SUCH DETACHMENT 
BYLAWS. 
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   (b)  EACH DETACHMENT SHALL ASSURE THAT THEIR BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES ARE 
CONSISTENT WITH THE GENERAL OVERALL INTENT AND PURPOSE OF THE NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT BYLAWS 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES. 
 
 
   (c)  ANY AMENDMENT  OR REVISION TO THE NATIONAL  OR DEPARTMENT BYLAWS  AND ADMINISTRATIVE  
PROCEDURES,  HEREAFTER  ADOPTED  WHICH  AFFECT OR  PERTAIN TO  DETACHMENTS,  SHALL  AUTOMATICALLY  
BECOME  A  PART OF THE  BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE DETACHMENT. 
 
 
   (d)  A COPY  OF  THE  DETACHMENT   BYLAWS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE   PROCEDURES  SHALL BE FORWARDED  TO 
BOTH  THE DEPARTMENT  AND  NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE  FOR THEIR  INFORMATION  AND FILE.  THIS 
REQUIREMENT IS ALSO APPLICABLE TO ANY AMENDMENTS OR REVISION OF SUCH BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES.   APPROVAL BY THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE IS REQUIRED. 
 
 
 
62.05 DETACHMENT INCORPORATION.    EACH DETACHMENT WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT SHALL INCORPORATE 
THEMSELVES UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF "THE GENERAL NOT FOR PROFIT CORPORATION ACT" OF THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS, ASSURING THAT: 
 
 
   (a)  THE  PURPOSE OF SUCH CORPORATION SHALL BE AS SET  FORTH  WITHIN  SECTION 2  OF THE  NATIONAL 
CHARTER  AND MEMBERSHIP  SHALL BE  RESTRICTED TO THOSE  ELIGIBLE  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  AS  PROVIDED  IN  
THE  NATIONAL  BYLAWS  OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE.  
 
 
   (b)  THE  APPLICATION  FOR  INCORPORATION  SHALL  INCLUDE  STATEMENTS  CONTAINED   IN  THE  FOLLOWING  
SUBPARAGRAPHS: 
 
  (1)  "THIS CORPORATION SHALL BE A LOCAL DETACHMENT OF THE  MARINE  CORPS  LEAGUE,  
INCORPORATED BY  ACT  OF CONGRESS AUGUST 4, 1937,  AND SHALL BE SUBJECT TO THE PROVISIONS OF THE 
NATIONAL AND  DEPART MENT BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES, OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  TO 
WHATEVER  EXTENT THEY ARE NOT IN CONFLICT WITH THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS".  
 
  (2)  "THE BYLAWS OF THE CORPORATION SHALL BE ADOPTED AND AMENDED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE 
MEMBERS IN REGULAR MEETING CONVENED, AFTER DUE AND PROPER NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN". 
 
  (3)  "THE OFFICERS OF THIS DETACHMENT SHALL BE ELECTED BY THE MEMBERSHIP AND IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER SUCH ELECTION THEY SHALL BE OFFICIALLY ELECTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS OFFICERS OF THIS 
CORPORATION ALL IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS OF ITS BYLAWS". 
 
 
   (c)  THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF SUCH CORPORATION SHALL BE DETERMINED BY THE MEMBERSHIP AND IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE STATE OF ILLINOIS LAWS. 
 
 
 
62.10  DETACHMENT POWERS / RESPONSIBILITIES. 
 
 
 
62.11  DETACHMENT AUTHORITY.   (a)  EACH DETACHMENT  MAY BE UNDER  THE DIRECTION AND AUTHORITY OF A  
DETACHMENT  COMMANDANT  WHO IS  DIRECTLY  RESPONSIBLE  TO HIS  RESPECTIVE  DISTRICT  COMMANDANT  
AND  THE  DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT. 
 
 
   (b)  EACH DETACHMENT  MAY ADOPT  ITS OWN CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS NOT INCONSISTENT WITH THE  
NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT BYLAWS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  PROCEDURES,  ELECT ITS OWN OFFICERS,  FIX  AND 
COLLECT  ITS OWN DUES,  AND BE SOLE JUDGE OF ITS MEMBERSHIP. 
 
 
   (c)  DETACHMENT MAY HAVE JURISDICTION ONLY WITHIN THE AREA DEFINED WITHIN ITS BYLAWS.  THE AREA MAY 
BE ESCRIBED IN TERMS OF MUNICIPALITIES, COUNTIES, OR AN AREA WITHIN A SPECIFIC RADIUS FROM A FIXED 
POINT.  
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  (d)   WHENEVER AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBER OR DETACHMENT OFFICER COMMITS AN ACT CONTRARY TO THE NATIONAL 

BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, OR AN ACT WHICH IS DEEMED NOT IN 
THE BEST INTEREST OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, SAID INDIVIDUAL DETACHMENT MEMBER OR DETACHMENT 

OFFICER SHALL BE CHARGED AS OUTLINED IN SECTION 904 OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE 

CORPS LEAGUE.  

 
   (e)  ALTHOUGH THE DETACHMENT COMMANDANT  AND THE  DETACHMENT-ADJUTANT  (OR  PAYMASTER,  AS 
APPLICABLE)  ARE AUTOMATICALLY  BONDED,   ALL  OTHER  DETACHMENT  OFFICERS  OR  MEMBERS  ENTRUSTED  
WITH   HANDLING   DETACHMENT FUNDS  MUST BE BONDED,  WITH THE COST OF  SUCH BOND PREMIUM  TO BE  
BORNE BY  THE DETACHMENT.  AMOUNT OF SUCH BONDING SHALL BE FIXED BY THE DETACHMENT. 
 
 
 
62.12  DETACHMENT MEETINGS.   (a)  EACH  DETACHMENT  SHALL HOLD  AT  LEAST  ONE  (1)  REGULAR MEETING  
MONTHLY. 
 
 
   (b)  SPECIAL MEETINGS  MAY BE CALLED BY  THE  DETACHMENT COMMANDANT.   SPECIAL MEETINGS SHALL BE 
CALLED UPON RECEIPT OF WRITTEN REQUEST SIGNED BY NOT LESS THAN FIVE  (5) MEMBERS OF THE DETACHMENT, 
OR WHEN SUCH COURSE OF ACTION IS DETERMINED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE MEMBERS ATTENDING A 
REGULAR MEETING.  NOTICE OF SUCH SPECIAL MEETING SHALL BE MAILED NOT LESS THAN FIVE  (5) DAYS PRIOR TO 
THE PROPOSED MEETING DATE, CONTAINING PLACE, DATE AND TIME OF THE MEETING AND THE PURPOSE FOR 
WHICH CALLED.  NO ACTION SHALL BE TAKEN AT ANY SPECIAL MEETING EXCEPT THE BUSINESS FOR WHICH THE 
SPECIAL MEETING WAS CALLED. 
 
   (c)  EACH  DETACHMENT  SHALL SET THE MINIMUM  REQUIRED  TO BE  PRESENT  FOR  THE  PURPOSE OF  
TRANSACTING  ANY BUSINESS,  PROVIDING THAT  SUCH QUORUM  IS A MATTER  OF RECORD IN THE DETACHMENT 
BYLAWS,  AND FURTHER  PROVIDING THAT SUCH QUORUM HAS A SET MINIMUM OF NOT LESS THAN FIVE  (5)  
MEMBERS;  THREE (3) OFFICERS  AND  TWO (2) MEMBERS. 
 
 
62.20  DETACHMENT ELECTIONS AND INSTALLATIONS. 
 
 
 
62.21  DETACHMENT  ELECTION.   (a) EACH DETACHMENT SHALL HOLD AN ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS BETWEEN 
SEPTEMBER 1 AND MAY 15.  INSTALLATION MUST BE CONDUCTED WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE ELECTION. 
 
   (b)  THE ELECTIVE  OFFICERS  OF A DETACHMENT  SHALL GENERALLY  BE SIMILAR TO  THOSE  ELECTED  FOR  THE  
DEPARTMENT. THE ADJUTANT-PAYMASTER OFFICE MAY BE DIVIDED INTO TWO  (2) SEPARATE OFFICES IF IT IS 
DESIRED BY THE DETACHMENT AND  IS  SO  IDENTIFIED  WITHIN  THE  DETACHMENT  BYLAWS.    ADDITIONAL 
DETACHMENT OFFICERS MAY BE ELECTED OR APPOINTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE DETACHMENT BYLAWS. 
 
 
 
62.22  INSTALLATION AUTHORITY.   (a)  EACH DETACHMENT  INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  SHALL BE  UNDER THE 
SUPERVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT OR AN APPROVED INSTALLING OFFICER. 
 

(b) ANY  DEPARTMENT OFFICER,  PAST  DEPARTMENT OFFICER,  OR  PAST  DETACHMENT COMMANDANT  MAY BE 
EMPOWERED BY THE DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT TO  INSTALL  DETACHMENT OFFICERS; HOWEVER, SUCH 
INSTALLING OFFICER MUST POSSESS A WARRANT OF APPOINTMENT TO ACT ON BEHALF OF THE DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT. 

 
(c)  THE  DEPARTMENT  AND  NATIONAL  CURRENT YEAR  DUES  SHALL HAVE BEEN  FORWARDED  TO THE  
DEPARTMENT  PAYMASTER  PRIOR TO INSTALLING  SUCH OFFICERS  OR MAY BE  PRESENTED TO THE  INSTALLING 
OFFICER  AT TIME  OF INSTALLATION FOR TRANSMITTAL TO THE DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER. 

 
 
 
62.23  OFFICE VACANCY.   (a)  IN THE EVENT OF A VACANCY  IN THE OFFICE OF THE  DETACHMENT COMMANDANT  
SHOULD OCCUR, THE DETACHMENT SR. VICE COMMANDANT SHALL SUCCEED TO THAT OFFICE FOR THE UNEXPIRED 
TERM. 
 

(b)  VACANCY  OF AN  ELECTIVE OFFICE,  OTHER THAN  HEREIN ABOVE  PROVIDED,   SHALL  BE  PROMPTLY  FILLED  
FOR  THE UNEXPIRED  TERM  BY  EITHER  ELECTION  OR  APPOINTMENT  DEPENDING  UPON  AUTHORITY  
PROVIDED  WITHIN  THE  DETACHMENT BYLAWS. 

 
 
(c)  VACANCY  OF ANY  APPOINTED OFFICE  SHALL BE  PROMPTLY  FILLED  BY  APPOINTMENT  OF  A  REPLACEMENT  
BY  THE DETACHMENT COMMANDANT.  
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62.31  DETACHMENT OFFICER RESPONSIBILITIES. 
 
   (a)  EACH  DETACHMENT  COMMANDANT,   IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  HIS -STAFF, SHALL HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY 
AND AUTHORITY TO HAVE DIRECTION AND CONTROL OF THE AFFAIRS OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE WITHIN HIS 
DETACHMENT. 
 
   (b)  THE RESPONSIBILITY,  AUTHORITY,  AND DUTIES OF  DETACHMENT OFFICERS  SHALL BE  COMPARABLE  AS  
PRESCRIBED  FOR CORRESPONDING DEPARTMENT OFFICERS, WITHIN THE SCOPE OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE 
DETACHMENT. 
 
 
 
62.40  DETACHMENT REPORTS. 
 
 
 
62.41  INSTALLATION OF OFFICER REPORTS.   THE OFFICIAL  "REPORT OF OFFICERS AND INSTALLATION"  (A FORM 
AVAILABLE FROM NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS) WILL BE COMPLETED AND FORWARDED TO NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS, TO THE DIVISION VICE COMMANDANT, AND TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT WITHIN FIFTEEN  (15) 
DAYS OF THE INSTALLATION.  FAILURE TO FILE THIS REPORT IS HIGHLY DETRIMENTAL TO EFFECTIVE 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE DETACHMENT BY THE NATIONAL AND DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS. (SEE ENCLOSURE 
FIVE, NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES). 
 
 
 
62.42  INTERNAL REVENUE REPORTS.   EACH DETACHMENT MUST EVALUATE ITS OWN OPERATIONS TO MAKE 
DETERMINATION OF THEIR OBLIGATIONS TO FILE THE ANNUAL IRS FORM 990, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE INTERNAL 
REVENUE CODE. THE IRS 'THRESHOLD' OF  "GROSS RECEIPTS"  (FOR EXEMPTION) IS PERIODICALLY CHANGED BY IRS 
CODE.   EACH DETACHMENT WHOSE ANNUAL  "GROSS RECEIPTS/INCOME” EXCEEDS THE IRS „THRESHOLD‟ FOR 
EXEMPTION  (NOW $ 25,000.00) MUST FILE AN IRS FORM 990, ANNUALLY. 
 
 
 
62.43  STATE OF ILLINOIS  CORPORATION  REPORT.   EACH DETACHMENT WHICH IS INCORPORATED UNDER "THE 
GENERAL NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANIZATION ACT” OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS, SHALL BE REQUIRED TO FILE A 
CORPORATION REPORT ANNUALLY WITH THE SECRETARY OF STATE  (OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS) AND PAY 
ASSOCIATED FEES TO MAINTAIN ITS STATUS AS A CORPORATION UNDER SUCH ACT.  THE REPORT SERVES TO 
ANNOUNCE TO THE STATE THE IDENTIFICATION OF THE CURRENT OFFICERS OF SUCH CORPORATION. 
 
 
 
62.44  (NOT USED). 
 
 
 
62.51  DETACHMENT FUND RAISING.   (a)   FUND-RAISING  ACTIVITIES  MAY BE ENTERED  INTO BY  DETACHMENTS  
PROVIDED: 
 

(1)  ENTERING SUCH ACTIVITY IS APPROVED BY THE MAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS ATTENDING A REGULAR 
DETACHMENT  MEETING;  AND 

 
(2)  ALL FUNDS RAISED SHALL BE FOR THE SOLE BENEFIT OF THE DETACHMENT, LESS SUCH INCIDENTAL   
EXPENSES THAT MAY BE INCURRED;  AND 

 
  (3)  THE DETACHMENT SHALL RECEIVE AND DISBURSE ALL FUNDS RECEIVED AND PAID OUT;  AND 
 

(4)  A WRITTEN REPORT OF ALL TRANSACTIONS IS MADE A MATTER OF RECORD WITHIN THE DETACHMENT    
FILES;  AND 

 
(5)  SUCH FUND-RAISING ACTIVITY DOES NOT VIOLATE ANY FEDERAL, STATE, MUNICIPAL LAW OR 

ORDINANCE   OR REFLECT DISCREDIT UPON THE MCL. 
 
 
   (b)   NO OFFICER  OR MEMBER OF A DETACHMENT SHALL BE  AUTHORIZED  TO ENTER  INTO  CONTRACT OR  
AGREEMENT FOR PROMOTION OF LEAGUE AFFAIRS IN ANY DETACHMENT.   SHOULD ANY DETACHMENT DESIRE TO 
HANDLE A  PROMOTION THROUGH  PROFESSIONAL PROMOTERS,  IT SHALL BE MANDATORY  TO FIRST  SUBMIT A 
WRITTEN NOTICE  TO ALL  MEMBERS SEVEN (7)  DAYS PRIOR  TO THE  DATE OF THE MEETING  AT WHICH THE  
QUESTION OF  THE PROMOTION  IS TO BE  ACTED  UPON.  A FAVORABLE VOTE OF TWO-THIRDS (2/3) OF THOSE 
PRESENT IS REQUIRED FOR APPROVAL OF SUCH PROMOTION. 
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   (c)  NO DETACHMENT  SHALL  CONDUCT A  FUND-RAISING  PROJECT IN ANY  MUNICIPALITY  OR  TERRITORY  OTHER 
THAN ITS OWN WHEN A DETACHMENT EXISTS IN SUCH OTHER  MUNICIPALITY  OR TERRITORY,  WITHOUT  FIRST 
SECURING THE APPROVAL OF  SUCH OTHER DETACHMENT. 
 
   (d)  IF, IN ANY  CITY WHERE THERE IS  MORE THAN ONE DETACHMENT, AND  IT IS DESIRED BY A DETACHMENT TO 
CONDUCT A PARTICULAR  CITY-WIDE  FUND-RAISING  PROJECT,  SUCH DETACHMENT  SHALL ADVISE  ALL  OTHER  
DETACHMENTS  IN SUCH  CITY OF ITS  INTENTIONS  AND  REQUEST  APPROVAL.  ANY DETACHMENT  OPPOSING SUCH 
PROJECT  SHALL IMMEDIATELY  FILE OBJECTION  THERETO  WITH THE  DETACHMENT  PROPOSING  THE PROJECT,  
AND  WITH THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF.  THE DECISION  IN THE MATTER, BY THE DEPARTMENT STAFF, SHALL BE FINAL. 
 
   (e)  IN ANY  SOLICITATION OF FUNDS  BY A  DETACHMENT,  DETACHMENT STATIONARY  SHALL BE  UTILIZED WITH 
THE  SIGNATURE OF THE DETACHMENT COMMANDANT PROPERLY AFFIXED. 
 
  
   (f)  ANY  FUND-RAISING  ACTIVITY  BY A DETACHMENT  WHEREIN THE SAME  COMMUNITY  A  MCLA UNIT  EXISTS  
SHOULD BE CONDUCTED  WITH  MUTUAL  COORDINATION  AND  COOPERATION  OF  THE  TWO  ORGANIZATIONS.    
THE  MUTUAL  UNDERSTANDING  BETWEEN  SUCH TWO ORGANIZATIONS  REGARDING THEIR  FINANCIAL NEEDS  
SHOULD BE  AN OBJECTIVE;  THEREFORE, SIMILAR  COORDINATION  AND COOPERATIVE ATMOSPHERE  SHOULD 
EXIST  UPON THE  MCLA UNIT'S  DECISION TO  UNDERTAKE A FUND-RAISING ACTIVITY.   IN THE EVENT  A  
DETACHMENT CHOOSES  TO SUPPRESS  A FUND RAISING  ACTIVITY OF A  MCLA UNIT AND THE UNIT FEELS  
AGGRIEVED  BY SUCH  DECISION,  THE AFFECTED UNIT  MAY APPEAL  DIRECTLY  TO THE  DEPARTMENT 
COMMANDANT AND HIS DECISION SHALL BE FINAL. 
 
 
 
62.61  DETACHMENT  INDEBTEDNESS.   AN  INDEBTEDNESS  TO THE  DEPARTMENT  UPON  THE  PART  OF ANY  
DETACHMENT SHALL BE  CAUSE  TO DISALLOW  SUCH  DETACHMENT'S REPRESENTATION AT  DEPARTMENT  
CONVENTIONS  AND  DURING  STAFF CONFERENCES  OF THIS  DEPARTMENT.   ADMISSION  OF SUCH  DETACHMENT'S  
REPRESENTATIVE  AT A  CONVENTION  OR  STAFF CONFERENCE SHALL BE  PERMITTED ONLY FOR THE  PURPOSE OF  
BEING HEARD  ON THE  SUBJECT OF  SUCH  INDEBTEDNESS  AND TO PROVIDE EXPLANATION FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF THE STAFF. 
 
 
62.70  INACTIVE / DEFUNCT DETACHMENTS / REVOKED CHARTERS. 
 
 
62.71 REVOCATION OF A DETACHMENT CHARTER. A DETACHMENT CHARTER MAY BE REVOKED IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH NATIONAL BYLAWS ARTICLE FIVE -  DETACHMENTS, UNDER SECTION 555 – CHARTER SUSPENSION, 

REVOCATION.   
 
 
 
62.72 REORGANIZATION OF INACTIVE OR DEFUNCT DETACHMENT.   THE DEPARTMENT STAFF MAY VOTE TO  
REORGANIZE AN INACTIVE  OR  DEFUNCT  DETACHMENT  BY  DECLARING  ALL  OFFICES OF  AFFECTED  
DETACHMENT  VACANT  AND  APPOINT TEMPORARY OFFICERS.  THE DEPARTMENT  SR.  VICE COMMANDANT  AND  
APPLICABLE  DISTRICT  COMMANDANT  SHALL  BE  EMPOWERED TO  EFFECTUATE  NECESSARY  RECRUITMENT  
ACTIVITIES  TO SECURE  THE  MINIMUM OF  TWENTY  (20)  MEMBERS,  AND TO MONITOR THE INITIAL 
REORGANIZATION PROCESS. 
 
 
 
62.73  PROPERTY OF REVOKED OR DEFUNCT DETACHMENTS.   UPON  FAILURE  OF ALL ATTEMPTS TO  REVITALIZE  
OR  REORGANIZE  A  DEFUNCT  DETACHMENT,  OR  A  DETACHMENT  WHOSE CHARTER  HAS BEEN  REVOKED,   ALL  
PROPERTIES  OF  THE AFFECTED  DETACHMENT  SHALL BE  TAKEN  UNDER  CUSTODY  IN ACCORDANCE  WITH THE 
PROVISIONS  OF THE  NATIONAL  BY-LAWS  (SECTION 555(c)). 
 
 
 
63.00  YOUNG MARINES.   THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS, MCL,  RECOGNIZES THE YOUNG MARINES AS AN OFFICIAL 
SUBSIDIARY GROUP OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  WHICH  SHALL EVER  BE  SUBJECT TO THE AUTHORITY,  
SUPERVISION,  DIRECTION,  CONTROL AND DISCIPLINE OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE.  (ARTICLE SEVEN (7), 
NATIONAL BYLAWS APPLIES). 
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64.00 MARINE CORPS AUXILIARY. 
 
 
 
64.01  RECOGNITION OF MCLA.   THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MCL,  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE NATIONAL 
BYLAWS, RECOGNIZES  AND ADOPTS THE  MARINE CORPS  LEAGUE AUXILIARY,  DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS  AND ITS  
CONSTITUENT UNITS,  AS  THE OFFICIAL  WOMEN'S  BRANCH  OF  THE MCL,  AND  DECLARES  THAT THE MCLA  SHALL 
BE  SELF-GOVERNING  AND  FINANCIALLY  INDEPENDENT, AND SHALL EVER BE SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL AND 
SUPERVISION OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE . 
 
 
 
64.11  DUTY OF LEAGUE TO MCLA.   IT SHALL BE THE DUTY  OF THE  DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MCL,  AND ITS  
CONSTITUENT DETACHMENTS TO ADVISE, COUNSEL AND ASSIST THE MCLA, DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS, AND ITS 
CONSTITUENT UNITS. 
 
 
 
65.00  MILITARY ORDER OF DEVIL DOGS & DEVIL DOG FLEAS. 
 
 
 
65.01  RECOGNITION OF MODD & FLEAS.   THE  DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MCL,  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
NATIONAL  BY-LAWS,  RECOGNIZES THE EXISTENCE OF THE  MILITARY ORDER OF DEVIL DOGS,  MILITARY ORDER  OF 
DEVIL DOG FLEAS,  THE PACK OF ILLINOIS  AND CONSTITUENT POUNDS,  AND DECLARES  THAT THEY SHALL BE  
SELF-GOVERNING  AND  FINANCIALLY  INDEPENDENT, AND SHALL EVER BE SUBJECT TO THE CONTROL AND 
SUPERVISION OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
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70.00  MEMBERSHIP/DUES. 

 
 
71.00  MEMBERSHIP. 

 
71.01 CLASS OF MEMBERSHIP.   THERE ARE THREE (3) CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP:  REGULAR MEMBERSHIP (WHICH 

INCLUDES LIFE MEMBERS AND MEMBERS-AT-LARGE), ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP, AND HONORARY 
MEMBERSHIP.  

 
 
71.02 MEMBERSHIP  ELIGIBILITY.   (a)  REGULAR  MEMBERSHIP:  ONLY PERSONS  WHO ARE SERVING  OR WHO HAVE  

SERVED HONORABLY IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS FOR NOT LESS THAN NINETY  (90)  DAYS  AND  
PERSONS  WHO ARE SERVING OR WHO HAVE SERVED  IN THE  UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS  RESERVE  AND  
HAVE  EARNED  NO  LESS  THAN  NINETY  (90) RESERVE RETIREMENT CREDIT POINTS AND NAVAL PERSONNEL 
WHO HAVE TRAINED WITH MARINE FMF UNITS IN EXCESS OF (90) DAYS AND EARNED THE MARINE CORPS 
DEVICE (CLASP) WORN ON THE SERVICE RIBBON AND THOSE WHO HAVE EARNED THE WARFARE DEVICE 
AUTHORIZED FOR FMF CORPSMEN SHALL BE ELIGIBLE FOR REGULAR MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS 
LEAGUE. ADDITIONALLY, SOME KOREAN WAR ERA MARINES WHO WERE ORDERED TO ACTIVE DUTY PRIOR TO 
COMPLETION OF RECRUIT TRAINNG OR OFFICERS TRAINING AND SUBSEQUENTLY RECEIVED AN HONORABLE 
DISCHARGE PRIOR TO COMPLETION OF NINETY (90) DAYS ACTIVE OR RESERVE DUTY, SHALL BE DEEMED 
ELEGIBLE FOR REGULAR MEMBERSHIP. NOTHING IN SECTION 600 (a) OF THE NATIONAL BYLAWS SHALL BE 
DEEMED RETROACTIVE PRIOR TO AUGUST 10, 2002, TO AFFECT CURRENT REGULAR MEMBERS.  

 
 
(b)  ASSOCIATE  MEMBERSHIP: ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE SHALL BE AS 

OUTLINED  
IN SECTION 600 (b) OF THE NATIONAL BYLAWS OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 

 
 
(c)    HONORARY  MEMBERSHIP: HONORARY MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE SHALL BE AS 
OUTLINED  
IN SECTION 600 (c) OF THE NATIONAL BYLAWS OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 

 
 

(d)  SHOULD A MEMBER, WHO IS SERVING IN THE USMC OR USMC RESERVES, BE DISCHARGED OTHER THAN 
HONORABLE THEREFROM, THE AFFECTED PERSON'S MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE SHALL 
CEASE IMMEDIATELY. 

 
(e)  EACH DETACHMENT SHALL BE SOLE JUDGE OF ITS MEMBERSHIP.  NO INDIVIDUAL,  OTHERWISE ELIGIBLE  
FOR  MEMBERSHIP, SHALL  BE REFUSED MEMBERSHIP  STRICTLY  ON THE  DISCRIMINATORY BASIS  OF  RACE,  
COLOR,  CREED,  NATIONAL ORIGIN, AGE OR SEX.  REJECTION OF  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  IS AUTHORIZED 
FOR  AN INDIVIDUAL  PREVIOUSLY BARRED  FROM  MEMBERSHIP BY  ACTION OF  THE DEPARTMENT  OR  
NATIONAL STAFF.   INDIVIDUALS,  OTHERWISE ELIGIBLE  FOR MEMBERSHIP,  MAY BE REFUSED MEMBERSHIP  IF 
IT HAS BEEN  VERIFIED THAT SUCH  INDIVIDUAL IS A MEMBER  OR SUBSCRIBES TO ANY  ORGANIZATION  
IDENTIFIED BY THE  FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AS BEING  SUBVERSIVE OR  WHICH ADVOCATES THE  FORCIBLE 
OVERTHROW  OF OUR  FORM  OF 
GOVERNMENT. 

 
 
 
71.03  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION.   ANY PERSON  ELIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, AS 
HEREIN ABOVE PROVIDED,  MAY  INITIATE  APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP  BY  CORRECTLY  COMPLETING  THE  
STANDARD  APPLICATION  FORM WITH  ALL  REQUIRED  DATA,  AND  RETURN  THE  COMPLETED APPLICATION  TO 
THE  MEMBER  SPONSORING  THE  APPLICATION, ACCOMPANIED WITH ALL REQUIRED DUES AND FEES. 
 
(a)  THE SPONSOR  SHALL INSPECT  THE  APPLICANT'S  CREDENTIALS  (DISCHARGE,  DD FORM 214,  SEPARATION  
PAPERS,  OR ACTIVE DUTY OR  RESERVES ID CARD)  AND VERIFY  THE ACCURACY  OF ALL  DATA SUPPLIED,  AND  
SHALL  PRESENT  THE  APPLICATION TO THE NEXT REGULAR DETACHMENT MEETING ACCOMPANIED WITH ALL 
REQUIRED DUES AND FEES. 
 
 
(b)  THE DETACHMENT ADJUTANT (OR DETACHMENT ADJUTANT-PAYMASTER AS APPLICABLE) SHALL READ INTO THE 
RECORD THE APPLICATION  AT THE PROPER TIME,  STATING  ALL PERTINENT DATA  INCLUDING  NAME OF SPONSOR,  
AND  CLEARLY  STATE THAT  REQUIRED DUES AND FEES  HAVE BEEN VERIFIED  AND ARE IN  POSSESSION  OFTHE  
DETACHMENT STAFF.  (NO  APPLICANT SHALL BE PRESENT IN THE MEETING IN WHICH THE APPLICATION IS BEING 
CONSIDERED). 
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   (c)  THE ACCEPTANCE OF  APPLICANTS TO MEMBERSHIP  IN A  DETACHMENT IS THE  SOLE PROVINCE  OF THE  
DETACHMENT AS SET FORTH IN SECTION 71.02(e), THESE BYLAWS. 
 
 
   (d)  IN CASES  WHERE AN  APPLICANT  IS REJECTED,   ALL  MONEYS RECEIVED  FROM  THE  AFFECTED  APPLICANT  
SHALL  BE RETURNED TO SUCH APPLICANT BY THE SPONSOR. 
 
 
 
71.04  MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATES.   THE MEMBERSHIP YEAR  AND THE ANNUAL DUES SHALL EXPIRE ON THE 
LAST DAY OF THE  ANNIVERSARY DATE  SHOWN  ON THE  MEMBERSHIP CARD,  AND ON  COMPUTERIZED  
MEMBERSHIP  LISTINGS  PERIODICALLY FURNISHED TO DETACHMENTS BY NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS. 
 
 
 
71.11  MEMBER-AT-LARGE. 
 
   (a)  ANY PERSON ELIGIBLE FOR NEW MEMBERSHIP IN THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  MAY MAKE APPLCATION ON A  
STANDARD FORM  ACCOMPANIED BY  PROOF OF ELIGIBILITY AND THE FEES,  AS ESTABLISHED  BY NATIONAL, SHALL 
BE REMITTED TO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS. 
 
 
   (b)  A MEMBER  WHO IS IN  GOOD STANDING  IN A DETACHMENT  MAY BECOME  A MEMBER-AT-LARGE  IN THE  
FOLLOWING MANNER.  THE MEMBER  SHALL  TENDER  A WRITTEN  RESIGNATION  OF HIS  MEMBERSHIP  TO THE  
DETACHMENT  COMMANDANT. UPON  ACCEPTANCE  OF THE  RESIGNATION  BY  A  VOTE OF THE  DETACHMENT,  THE  
DETACHMENT  PAYMASTER  OR  DETACHMENT  ADJUTANT-PAYMASTER,  SHALL  NOTIFY  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  
AND  THE  DEPARTMENT  ON  A  STANDARD  TRANSMITTAL FORM,  VIA THE  DEPARTMENT  PAYMASTER,  OF SUCH  
RESIGNATION.  THE RESIGNED MEMBER  WILL BE  CARRIED ON  THE NATIONAL  MEMBERSHIP  ROLL.  A DETACHMENT  
WHICH ACCEPTS  A MEMBER-AT-LARGE  SHALL REMIT A  STANDARD  TRANSMITTAL FORM,  VIA THE  DEPARTMENT  
PAYMASTER,  TO  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  REQUESTING  THAT SAID  MEMBER  BE TRANSFERRED FROM 
MEMBER-AT-LARGE STATUS TO THE DETACHMENT. (NATIONAL BYLAWS, SECTION 640(a) & (b)). 
 
 
71.12  LIFE MEMBER.   (a)  ANY MEMBER OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  WHO IS IN GOOD STANDING,  MAY BECOME 
A LIFE MEMBER, UPON PROPER PAYMENT OF THE FEES, AS REQUIRED BY NATIONAL BYLAWS, SECTION 645. 
 
   (b)  LIFE MEMBERSHIP  OF ANY  MEMBER IS GUARANTEED  WITH ALL MEMBERSHIP RIGHTS  FOR HIS NATURAL LIFE 
WITHOUT PAYMENT OF ADDITIONAL DUES TO NATIONAL,  DEPARTMENT  OR ANY DETACHMENT. 
 
   (c)  INITIAL ENROLLMENT  OF A MEMBER  INTO LIFE MEMBERSHIP STATUS  (WHETHER BESTOWED  OR INDIVIDUALLY  
PURCHASED)  WILL  BE  ACCOMPLISHED BY  COMPLETION  OF AND  FORWARDING OFFICIAL  MEMBERSHIP DUES   
TRANSMITTAL  FORM ACCOMPANIED WITH  FEES STATED  IN NATIONAL BYLAWS.  THEREAFTER,  FOR ACCOUNTING 
PURPOSES,  EACH LIFE MEMBER  MUST BE RECORDED,  ONCE  ANNUALLY,  ON A DETACHMENT'S  MEMBERSHIP  
DUES  TRANSMITTAL FORM  (EARLY IN  THE FISCAL  YEAR) CITING LIFE MEMBER'S NAME, CURRENT ADDRESS AND 
LIFE MEMBER'S PERMANENT CARD NUMBER.  
 
 
 
71.13  DUAL MEMBERSHIP.  WHEN A MEMBER  OF THE  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  BECOMES A MEMBER  IN GOOD 
STANDING  IN MORE THAN  ONE DETACHMENT  SUCH MEMBERSHIP  IN THE  LATER DETACHMENT SHALL BE  
COUNTED  AS AN  ASSOCIATE  MEMBER.  SUCH MEMBER  SHALL BE A  REGULAR MEMBER  IN THE DETACHMENT OF 
SUCH MEMBER'S  GREATEST TENURE,  UNLESS HE/SHE MAKES  A SIGNED  WRITTEN REQUEST  FOR TRANSFER,  IN 
TRIPLICATE,  TO THE  RECEIVING  DETACHMENT,  WHICH  UPON ACCEPTANCE SHALL FORWARD THE ORIGINAL COPY 
TO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND A COPY TO THE DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER. 
 
 
 
71.21  DELINQUENT MEMBERS.   (a)  A MEMBER  SHALL BE DELINQUENT  IF ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP DUES  ARE NOT  
PAID  AND TRANSMITTED  PRIOR TO  MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE  AS SHOWN ON  MEMBER'S MEMBERSHIP CARD.   
A MEMBER  REMAINING IN THE "DELINQUENT STATUS" FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR (365 DAYS) SHALL BE 
DROPPED FROM THE MEMBERSHIP ROLLS. 
 
   (b)  A DELINQUENT MEMBER  MAY NOT BE  ELECTED OR OCCUPY  ANY OFFICE IN  ANY DETACHMENT OR IN THIS  
DEPARTMENT WHILE BEING  DELINQUENT.   DELINQUENT MEMBERS  MAY ATTEND  MEETINGS  BUT  SHALL NOT BE  
AFFORDED  A VOICE  OR  A VOTE.   DROPPED  MEMBERS  SHALL  HAVE NO STATUS OF ANY KIND IN  THIS 
DEPARTMENT  OR IN  ANY CONSTITUENT  DETACHMENTS. 
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71.30  REQUIREMENTS FOR MEMBERSHIP TRANSFER AND REINSTATEMENTS 
 
 
 
71.31  MEMBERSHIP REINSTATEMENT.    A "DELINQUENT MEMBER" AS IDENTIFIED IN SECTION 10.01(b), MAY BE 
REINSTATED BYPAYING "ARREARS DUES" (DUES OWED), PLUS THE CURRENT DUES, PROVIDING THAT THESE DUES 
ARE PAID WITHIN ONE (1) YEAR (365 DAYS) OF ENTERING INTO THE "DELINQUENT" STATUS.  A MEMBER  WHO IS 
DECLARED  A "DROPPED" MEMBER,  AS IDENTIFIED IN SECTION 10.01(h),  MAY BE  RE-ADMITTED AS A MEMBER,  BUT 
SHALL BE  PROCESSED AS A NEW MEMBER  TO INCLUDE PAYMENT OF REQUIRED  INITIATION FEES AS REQUIRED BY 
NATIONAL BYLAWS SECTIONS 620(a) AND (b). 
 
 
 
71.32  MEMBERSHIP TRANSFER.   (a)  A  MEMBER IN  GOOD STANDING  MAY TRANSFER FROM A DETACHMENT TO  
ANOTHER, WITHOUT PAYMENT OF ADDITIONAL  DUES  OR  TRANSFER  FEES,  UPON APPLICATION  TO AND  
APPROVAL BY  THE DETACHMENT TO  WHICH HE  SEEKS TRANSFER  AND OF THE  DETACHMENT  FROM  WHICH  HE  
SEEKS  TRANSFER.   (SEE ENCLOSURE SEVEN, NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES). 
 
 
   (b)  SHOULD  A MEMBER  SEEKING A TRANSFER  BE DELINQUENT  IN HIS DUES,  HE SHALL  FIRST  PLACE  HIMSELF  
IN  GOOD STANDING  BY  PAYMENT OF  DELINQUENT DUES  TO  THE  DETACHMENT FROM WHICH  HE SEEKS  
TRANSFER   AND  A  RECEIPT SHOWING SUCH PAYMENT SHALL ACCOMPANY THE AFOREMENTIONED APPLICATION. 
 
 
   (c)  IN ADDITION TO THE FOREGOING, A MEMBER DESIRING TO EFFECT A TRANSFER SHALL SECURE A WRITTEN 
STATEMENT FROM THE COMMANDANT FROM WHICH HE SEEKS TRANSFER, CERTIFYING THAT THE TRANSFERRING 
MEMBER IS FREE FROM ALL DEBT OR OTHER OBLIGATION TO SUCH DETACHMENT. 
 
 
 
72.00  DUES. 
 
 
 
72.01  MEMBERSHIP DUES AND FEES.   (a)  NATIONAL  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES  ARE ESTABLISHED BY  NATIONAL  
BYLAWS (SECTION 610)   AND UNLESS CHANGED  DURING A NATIONAL  CONVENTION,  THE  ESTABLISHED  AND  
PUBLISHED  DUES  SHALL REMAIN IN AFFECT. 
 
   (b)  AN INITIATION FEE,  AS ESTABLISHED BY THE  NATIONAL BYLAWS  (SECTION 610(b))  IS  ADDED TO  ANNUAL  
MEMBERSHIP DUES  AND IS DUE TO NATIONAL FOR ALL NEW MEMBERS  AND FOR MEMBERS  WHO HAVE PERMITTED  
THEMSELVES TO BE PLACED IN THE  "DROPPED MEMBER"  STATUS.  (SEE SECTIONS 10.01(h) AND 71.31, AND 
NATIONAL BYLAWS SECTION 610(B)). 
 
   (c)  DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MCL,  ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES SHALL BE  FIVE ($ 5.00) DOLLARS  PER  ANNUM 
PER  MEMBER.  
 
   (d)  THE AMOUNT  OF DETACHMENT ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP DUES  SHALL BE FIXED  BY  EACH  DETACHMENT  IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH  THE  PROCEDURES  ESTABLISHED  IN THE  BYLAWS  OF THE  DETACHMENT.    THE  TOTAL 
AMOUNT OF  DUES  COLLECTIBLE FROM A MEMBER,  BY A  DETACHMENT,  SHALL BE  SUFFICIENT  IN AMOUNT  TO 
COVER  NATIONAL,  DEPARTMENT,  DETACHMENT DUES, AND NATIONAL INITIATION FEES, WHEN APPLICABLE. 
 
   (e)  LIFE MEMBERSHIP MAY BE PURCHASED BY PAYMENT OF SPECIAL DUES AMOUNT AS HEREIN ABOVE 
REFERENCED. 
 
   (f)  A MEMBER RESIGNING FROM MEMBERSHIP SHALL NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY REFUND FOR DUES PAID. 
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72.11  DUES COLLECTION AND FORWARDING PROCESS.   (a)  ALL DUES ARE PAYABLE IN ADVANCE AND BECOME DUE 
ON THE EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN ON MEMBER'S MEMBERSHIP CARD. 
 
 
   (b)  EACH DETACHMENT  SHALL BE  DESIGNATED  AND  IS RESPONSIBLE  AS THE  AUTHORIZED  COLLECTION AGENT  
FOR  THE COLLECTION  OF  NATIONAL,  DEPARTMENT,   AND  DETACHMENT  ANNUAL  MEMBERSHIP  DUES  (PLUS  
INITIATION  FEES,  WHEN APPLICABLE) FROM ITS MEMBERS. 
 
 
   (c)  ALL NATIONAL  AND DEPARTMENT  MEMBERSHIP DUES  PLUS INITIATION FEES,  WHEN APPLICABLE,  
COLLECTED BY  DETACHMENTS,  SHALL BE  FORWARDED  (BY TWO  SEPARATE CHECKS)  ALONG  WITH  A  PROPERLY  
COMPLETED  OFFICIAL  "MEMBERSHIP DUES TRANSMITTAL FORM"  TO THE  DEPARTMENT PAYMASTER  AS SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE,  BUT NOT LATER THAN  THIRTY (30)  DAYS AFTER COLLECTION OF SUCH DUES.  (SEE ENCLOSURE 6, 
NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES). 
 
 
   (d)  THE  DEPARTMENT  PAYMASTER  SHALL  RECEIVE  AND  COLLECT  THE  DUES  TRANSMITTAL  FORMS   WITH  
DETACHMENT CHECKS,  AND  SHALL FORWARD  THE APPROPRIATE  PORTIONS  OF  THE  TRANSMITTAL FORMS  AND  
ALL CHECKS,  PAYABLE  TO NATIONAL, TO NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE,  BUT AT LEAST SEMI-
MONTHLY. 
 
 
   (e)  MEMBERSHIP CARDS SHALL BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE DETACHMENTS BY NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS.   IT  
SHALL BE  THE RESPONSIBILITY  OF EACH  DETACHMENT  TO EFFECT  MEMBERSHIP CARD  DISTRIBUTION  TO ITS  
MEMBERS WITHIN  ONE  (1)  WEEK AFTER RECEIPT OF THE CARDS. 
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80.00   DISCIPLINE  
 
 
 
80.01  GENERAL.   (a)  NO MEMBER OR OFFICER OF ANY DETACHMENT,  OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF, OR  OF ANY 
SUBORDINATE UNIT OF THE DEPARTMENT,  SHALL BE  IMMUNE TO DISCIPLINE  OR TO  DISCIPLINARY ACTION  WHEN  
ADMINISTERED  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THESE BYLAWS AND THE NATIONAL BYLAWS AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE 
 
 
   (b)  ANY MEMBER OR  OFFICER OF ANY  DETACHMENT,  OF THE DEPARTMENT STAFF,  OR OF ANY  SUBORDINATE 
UNIT OF THE DEPARTMENT,  OR OF ANY  CONSTITUENT  DETACHMENT  (AS A BODY),  SHALL BE  DISCIPLINED  FOR  
WILLFUL  INFRACTIONS  OR VIOLATIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION  AND BYLAWS OF  THIS DEPARTMENT,  OR OF THE  
NATIONAL BYLAWS  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES. 
 
(c) ANY MEMBER  OR  OFFICER  OF ANY  DETACHMENT,  OF THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF,  OF ANY  SUBORDINATE UNIT 
OF THE DEPARTMENT,  OR OF ANY CONSTITUENT DETACHMENT  (AS A BODY)  THAT PERFORMS,  OR ALLOWS TO BE 
PERFORMED,  ANY ACT OR SERIES OF ACTS  WHICH WOULD  TEND TO BRING  THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE  INTO 
DISREPUTE  WITH THE  PUBLIC,  SHALL BE DISCIPLINED BY THE DEPARTMENT STAFF, SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF 
THE NATIONAL STAFF. 
 
 
 
 
80.11  CRIMINAL ACTS.   SHOULD ANY MEMBER OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  OF ANY OF ITS SUBORDINATE OR  
SUBSIDIARY UNITS,  VIOLATE ANY OF THE CRIMINAL LAWS  OF THE  UNITED STATES,  OR OF ANY  STATE  HAVING 
JURISDICTION,  ANY  COMPLAINT  SHOULD BE  MADE DIRECTLY  TO THE  PROPER FEDERAL  OR  STATE AUTHORITY  
AND NOT  TO THE  DEPARTMENT  OR TO THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
 
 
80.21  RIGHTS OF MEMBERS & DETACHMENTS.   (a)  ALL MEMBERS  AND DETACHMENTS SHALL BE AFFORDED THE  
RIGHTS, TO RESPOND  TO ANY AND ALL COMPLAINTS/CHARGES (WHETHER IN THE INVESTIGATIVE STAGE OR DURING 
FORMAL PROCEEDINGS): TO DEFEND HIMSELF/HERSELF (ITSELF), OR BE DEFENDED THROUGH  COUNSEL;  TO 
APPEAL ANY AND ALL DECISIONS RENDERED AGAINST THE INDIVIDUAL OR DETACHMENT) FOLLOWING THE 
PROCESSES  PRESCRIBED IN  THESE BYLAWS  AND THE NATIONAL‚ BYLAWS  AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES.  
FAILURE, UPON THE PART OF THE  MEMBER OR  DETACHMENT  AFFECTED,  TO EXERCISE THESE RIGHTS SHALL BE 
CONSTRUED AS VOLUNTARY RELINQUISHMENT OF SUCH RIGHTS. 
 
 
 
80.31  COMPLAINTS.   (a) ANY COMPLAINTS ORIGINATING AT THE DETACHMENT LEVEL AGAINST A MEMBER OF THE 
DETACHMENT OR  AGAINST  THE  SAME  DETACHMENT  (AS A  BODY)  OR  AGAINST  ANOTHER DETACHMENT (AS A 
BODY)  OR AGAINST ANY MEMBER  OF ANOTHER  DETACHMENT OR A  DEPARTMENT STAFF OFFICER, OR 
COMPLAINTS ORIGINATING AT THE DEPARTMENT LEVEL AGAINST  ANY MEMBER  WITHIN  THE DEPARTMENT,  SHALL 
BE SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH  THE PROCEDURES OUTLINED  IN  
“SECTION 901 GRIEVANCES”  OF THE NATIONAL  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  “ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES”. 
 
   (b)  ALL COMPLAINTS,  REGARDLESS OF SOURCE,  SHALL BE MADE IN  WRITING,  SETTING  FORTH THE  NATURE OF 
THE  COMPLAINT OR  CHARGE, SUPPORTED BY  WRITTEN EVIDENCE  OR  EVIDENCE  REDUCED TO WRITING,  ALL OF  
WHICH SHALL BE  DULY VERIFIED, AND SHALL BE FORWARDED TO THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE STATED 
ABOVE. 
 
 
 
 
80.41  PROCEDURES.   (a)  PROCESSING OF COMPLAINTS SHALL ALWAYS BE ACCOMPLISHED IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
THE “ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES, CHAPTER NINE, GRIEVANCE AND DISCIPLINE”,  OF THE NATIONAL  MARINE 
CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
 
   (b)  THE DEPARTMENT  JUDGE ADVOCATE  (AS  REFERRED TO  ABOVE)  SHALL CAREFULLY  EXAMINE  THE 
COMPLAINT  AND THE EVIDENCE SUBMITTED  AND IF CONVINCED  THAT A  VALID COMPLAINT  OR CHARGE DOES NOT 
EXIST,  OR  THAT THE  COMPLAINT OR CHARGES ARE TRIVIAL,  HE SHALL SET FORTH  HIS OPINION  IN WRITING  AND 
RETURN THE FILE  TOGETHER WITH HIS OPINION TO THE PERSON(S) OR ORGANIZATION MAKING THE COMPLAINT (BY 
RREGISTERD MAIL WITH RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED)..  
 
 
   

   

    

      

 

 



50 

 

   (c)  THE DEPARTMENT  JUDGE ADVOCATE  (AS  REFERRED TO  ABOVE)  WHEN CONVINCED  A  VALID COMPLAINT  
OR CHARGE DOES EXIST, SHALL NOTIFY  THE MEMBER  OR  ORGANIZATION  COMPLAINED OF,  IN WRITING  (BY 
REGISTERED MAIL  WITH RETURN RECEIPT  REQUESTED),  OF THE  NATURE OF  THE  COMPLAINT  AND OF  THE  
EVIDENCE  SUBMITTED.  THE  MEMBER  OR  ORGANIZATION COMPLAINED OF SHALL THEN SUBMIT IN DEFENSE OF 
THE COMPLAINT OR CHARGE, TO THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE,  SUCH EVIDENCE  AS  HE OR  IT DESIRES  IN 
WRITING  AND  DULY VERIFIED.  
 
 
 
   (d)  WHEN THE  DEPARTMENT  JUDGE ADVOCATE  HAS RECEIVED  ALL MATTERS  OFFERED  IN  DEFENSE,  HE  
SHALL  MAKE  A COMPLETE STUDY OF  BOTH SIDES  OF THE  CONTROVERSY.  HE SHALL THEN  DRAW  UP,  IN 
WRITING,  HIS CONCLUSIONS  AND RECOMMENDATIONS AND PRESENT TOGETHER WITH THE COMPLETE FILE TO THE 
DEPARTMENT COMMANDANT FOR HIS DETERMINATION OF  CONVENING  A  MEETING OF THE  INTERNAL AFFAIRS,  
INVESTIGATION  COMMITTEES  OR THE  JUDICIAL  COMMISSION  AND CONVENING A DEPARTMENT HEARING TO 
CONSIDER THE CHARGES. 
 
 
 
 
80.51  CONCLUSIONS / RECOMMENDATIONS.  (a) CONCLUSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS RENDERED BY THE  
DEPARTMENT  JUDGE ADVOCATE  SHALL  BE  EITHER  SUSTAINED OR  REJECTED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF,  OR 
FURTHER  REFERRED TO THE  INTERNAL AFFAIRS,  INVESTIGATION  COMMITTEES OR JUDICIAL COMMISSION  FOR 
FURTHER ACTION.  SHOULD A TRIAL BE NECESSITATED,  THE  JUDICIAL COMMISSION WILL ASSUME ALL FURTHER 
PROCEEDINGS IN THE MATTER, THE RESULTANT  DECISION  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT SHALL BE  FINAL  UNLESS 
REVERSED BY THE NATIONAL STAFF OR AS A RESULT OF A SUCCESSFUL APPEAL. 
 
 
   (b)  REGARDLESS OF  LEVEL OF  DECISION,  COPIES OF THE FINAL  CONCLUSIONS/RECOMMENDATIONS,  
TOGETHER  WITH  THE STATEMENT OF THE DECISION RENDERED BY THE APPROVING BODY,  SHALL BE FORWARDED 
TO ALL PARTIES CONCERNED. 
 
 
 
 
 
80.61  PUNISHMENTS.   DEPENDING UPON  THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE ACT/MALFEASANCE  OR  CHARGES 
PREFERRED,  THE LEVEL AT WHICH PERFORMED, AND LEVEL OF ISSUING DISCIPLINARY ACTION, THE FOLLOWING 
PUNISHMENTS MAY BE IMPOSED: 
 
 
   (a)  WRITTEN REPRIMAND -- ADMINISTERED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF  OR  A DETACHMENT,  DIRECTED  TO A   
DETACHMENT (AS A BODY), TO ANY MEMBER OR OFFICER WITHIN THE SAME LEVEL,  OR OF A CONSTITUENT LEVEL. 
 
 
   (b)  MANDATED  CORRECTIVE  ACTION -- ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  OR  A  DETACHMENT,  
DIRECTED TO A DETACHMENT (AS A BODY), TO ANY MEMBER OR OFFICER WITHIN THE SAME LEVEL OR OF A 
CONSTITUENT LEVEL. 
 
 
   (c)  DENIAL OF  REPRESENTATION AT  STAFF CONFERENCE  OR  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION -- ADMINISTERED  BY  
THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF, DIRECTED TO A DETACHMENT INDEBTED TO THE DEPARTMENT. 
 
 
   (d)  REJECT  TRAVEL  EXPENSE  REIMBURSEMENT -- ADMINISTERED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF,  DIRECTED  TO  
A  DEPARTMENT STAFF OFFICER FAILING TO PRESENT REQUIRED REPORTS. 

   

(e) REMOVAL FROM OFFICE:  REMOVAL FROM OFFICE MAY BE DONE ONLY AS DICTATED BY SECTION 904 OF THE 
NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE.  
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(f)  TEMPORARY  SUSPENSION  OF  MEMBERSHIP  RIGHTS -- ADMINISTERED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF  OR  BY  
THE  DETACHMENT, DIRECTED TO ANY MEMBER OR OFFICER WITHIN THE SAME LEVEL OR OF A CONSTITUENT LEVEL. 
 
 
   (g)  TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF DETACHMENT CHARTER -- ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT STAFF,   
DIRECTED TO ANY DETACHMENT. 
 
 
   (h)  REVOKE  MEMBERSHIP -- ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  WITH  APPROVAL  OF THE  NATIONAL  
STAFF,  DIRECTED TO ANY MEMBER OR OFFICER WITHIN THE SAME LEVEL OR OF A CONSTITUENT LEVEL. 
 
 
   (i)  REVOKE   DETACHMENT  CHARTER -- ADMINISTERED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  WITH  APPROVAL  OF  THE  
NATIONAL STAFF, DIRECTED TO ANY  DETACHMENT. 
 
 
   (j)  INSTITUTE  CIVIL SUIT TO RECOVER  MCL PROPERTY -- ADMINISTERED  BY THE  DEPARTMENT STAFF  WITH 
APPROVAL  OF THE NATIONAL STAFF,  DIRECTED TO  ANY  MEMBER  OR OFFICER WITHIN THE SAME LEVEL OR OF A 
CONSTITUENT LEVEL. 
 
 
   (k)  REFUSE ACCEPTANCE OF MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR ENSUING YEAR -- ADMINISTERED BY DEPARTMENT STAFF 
DIRECTED TO ANY MEMBER OR OFFICER WITHIN THE SAME LEVEL OR OF A CONSTITUENT LEVEL. 
. 
 
 
   (l)  BAR FROM FUTURE MEMBERSHIP -- ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT STAFF WITH APPROVAL OF THE 
NATIONAL STAFF, DIRECTED TO ANY MEMBER OR OFFICER WITHIN THE SAME LEVEL OR OF A CONSTITUENT LEVEL. 
 
 
 
 
80.71  APPEAL.   (a)  UPON RECEIPT OF THE DECISION OF ACTION ON THE CASE, THE AFFECTED PARTIES HAVE 
THIRTY (30) DAYS IN WHICH TO  APPEAL  SUCH DECISION  OR  TO APPEAL  THE DECISION  TO  THE  NEXT HIGHER  
LEVEL.  ALL CORRESPONDENCE RELATED TO AN APPEAL SHALL BE PROCESSED BY REGISTERED MAIL WITH RETURN 
RECEIPT REQUESTED. 
 
 
   (b)  A DECISION AT THE DEPARTMENT LEVEL IN A DISCIPLINARY CASE MAY BE APPEALED TO THE NATIONALJUDGE 
ADVOCATE. THE ABOVE PROCEDURES SHALL BE FOLLOWED AS INDICATED. 
 
   (c)  ALL APPEALS SHALL BE BASED ON THE ORIGINAL PAPERS, RECORDS, FINDINGS IN THE CASE, BRIEFS AND 
ARGUMENTS OF COUNSEL.  ADDITIONAL  EVIDENCE,  OVER  THAT ORIGINALLY  SUBMITTED,  WILL  NOT  BE  
CONSIDERED  DURING   AN  APPEAL HEARING 
 
 
   (d)  AFTER AN APPEAL HAS BEEN ENTERED, A HEARING OF THE APPEAL SHALL BE CONDUCTED WITHIN THIRTY (30) 
DAYS AFTER RECEIPT. 
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90.00   MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 
 
90.01  BYLAWS  INCONSISTENCY.   (a)  THE NATIONAL BYLAWS SHALL PREVAIL SHOULD THERE BE ANY 
INCONSISTENCY BETWEEN THESE DEPARTMENT BYLAWS AND THOSE OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE. 
 
 
   (b)  ANY  AMENDMENTS  TO OR   REVISION  OF  THE  NATIONAL  BYLAWS  OR  ADMINISTRATIVE  PROCEDURES,   
HERE-AFTER ADOPTED WHICH MAY BE IN CONFLICT WITH THESE BYLAWS, SHALL AUTOMATICALLY BECOME A PART 
OF THESE BYLAWS. 
 
 
90.02  RULES OF ORDER.  THE  CONDUCT OF  BUSINESS  DURING  ALL  DEPARTMENT,  DISTRICT,  AND  DETACHMENT 
MEETINGS SHALL BE GOVERNED  BY THE  NATIONAL  BYLAWS  AND ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES  AND THE  
DEPARTMENT  BYLAWS.  PARLIAMENTARY REFERENCE SHALL BE ROBERT'S REVISED RULES OF ORDER. 
 
 
91.01  RITUAL.   THE RITUAL TO BE EMPLOYED DURING ALL  PROCEEDINGS,  CEREMONIES  AND  SERVICES BY  THIS  
DEPARTMENT AND  BY  ITS  CONSTITUENT DETACHMENTS  SHALL CONFORM  (IN  SO  FAR  AS  CIRCUMSTANCES  
PERMIT)  TO  THE  OFFICIALLY ADOPTED  RITUAL OF THE  MARINE  CORPS  LEAGUE  AS PUBLISHED BY  NATIONAL  
HEADQUARTERS,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE.  THE DEPARTMENT  CHARTER  OR  DETACHMENT  CHARTER  (AS 
APPLICABLE)  SHOULD  BE  DISPLAYED  DURING  ALL  DEPARTMENT  AND DETACHMENT BUSINESS MEETINGS IN 
ORDER TO HAVE A LEGAL MEETING. 
 
 
92.01  UNIFORM AND REGALIA.  THE UNIFORM  AND  ASSOCIATED REGALIA  PERMITTED  TO BE  WORN  BY THE  
DEPARTMENT STAFF  AND  THE  MEMBERS OF  CONSTITUENT DETACHMENTS  OF THIS  DEPARTMENT  SHALL 
CONFORM  TO THE  PROVISIONS OF THE  "OFFICIAL UNIFORM CODE OF THE  MARINE  CORPS  LEAGUE"  AS 
PUBLISHED  IN  'ENCLOSURE THREE AND FOUR',  NATIONAL ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES. 
 
 
 
93.00  RESOLUTIONS. 
 
 
93.01  RESOLUTION SUBMITTAL.   A MINIMUM OF THREE (3) COPIES OF  EACH RESOLUTION TO BE PRESENTED TO 
THE  DEPARTMENT  CONVENTION  MUST  BE  FILED  WITH THE  DEPARTMENT  ADJUTANT  AT  LEAST  FORTY-FIVE  (45)  
DAYS  PRIOR  TO  THE OPENING DATE  OF THE  CONVENTION.  ONE (1) COPY  WILL BE  FORWARDED  (BY THE 
DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT)  TO THE  EDITOR OF THE  ILLINOIS MARINE  FOR PUBLICATION,  ONE (1) COPY  TO BE  
PROCESSED TO  THE CHAIRMAN  OF THE  RESOLUTIONS  OR BYLAWS COMMITTEE  (AS APPLICABLE),  AND ONE (1) 
COPY  IS TO BE  RETAINED BY  THE DEPARTMENT  ADJUTANT  FOR THE  CONVENTION FILE.   APPROVAL OF 
RESOLUTIONS BY A SPONSORING DETACHMENT PRIOR TO BEING SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT IS 
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED. 
 
 
 
93.02  RESOLUTION FORMAT.  ALL  RESOLUTIONS  SENT TO THE  DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT  (FOR  PRESENTATION TO 
THE  CONVENTION)  SHALL BE DRAWN  IN FORM  SO AS TO  PROVIDE THAT THE RESOLUTION  WAS  ADOPTED  BY  
THE  DEPARTMENT  OF ILLINOIS,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  IN CONVENTION ASSEMBLED.   ANY RESOLUTION NOT 
DRAWN IN SUCH FORM SHALL BE RETURNED BY THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT TO THE PROPOSER FOR CORRECTION. 
 
 
 
94.01  DEATH OF A MEMBER.   (a)   UPON BEING NOTIFIED OF THE DEMISE OF A MEMBER,  THE DETACHMENT 
CHAPLAIN  AND THE  DETACHMENT  COMMANDANT  SHALL  IMMEDIATELY  CONTACT  THE FAMILY OF THE  DECEASED 
MEMBER  FOR THE  PURPOSES OF  OFFERING  ASSISTANCE AND EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCES. 
 
 
   (b)  THE DETACHMENT CHAPLAIN  SHALL  WITHOUT  DELAY  REPORT  THE DEATH OF A MEMBER,  GIVING HIS NAME,  
ADDRESS, NEXT OF KIN,  DETAILS REGARDING  FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS  AND  BURIAL LOCATION,  TO THE   
DEPARTMENT  AND  NATIONAL CHAPLAINS,  AND FORWARD  A COPY OF SAME TO  THE DEPARTMENT,  NATIONAL  AND  
DETACHMENT ADJUTANTS.   (STANDARD FORMS, "NOTICE OF DEATH", ARE AVAILABLE FROM NATIONAL 
EADQUARTERS). 
 
 
   (c)  UPON REQUEST OF THE FAMILY, THE DETACHMENT SHALL PROVIDE  PALL BEARER  SUPPORT AND/OR  
CONDUCT MILITARY RITES FOR THE DECEASED MEMBER. 
 



53 

 

   (d)  WHEN CALLED UPON BY THE FAMILY OR BY THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS, THE DETACHMENT SHALL 
PROVIDE A PROPERLY UNIFORMED AND EQUIPPED FUNERAL ESCORTS. 
 
   (e)  IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF ALL MEMBERS OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT, WHO ARE 
NOT PREVENTED BY DISTANCE OR UNAVOIDABLE CAUSE, TO BE PRESENT AT THE FUNERAL SERVICES OF A 
DECEASED MEMBER. 
 
 
 
95.00  (NOT USED). 
 
 
 
96.00  (NOT USED). 
 
 
 
97.01  BYLAWS AMENDMENT.  THESE BYLAWS MAY BE  REPEALED,  REVISED,  OR AMENDED  AT ANY  DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION BY TWO-THIRDS  (2/3) VOTE OF THE ATTENDING  REGISTERED  AND CERTIFIED DELEGATES VOTING AT 
A DEPARTMENT CONVENTION,  PROVIDED THE PROPOSED  REPEAL, REVISION OR  AMENDMENT HAS BEEN 
SUBMITTED,  IN TRIPLICATE TYPEWRITTEN FORM, TO THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE FOR REVIEW  BY THE  
BYLAW COMMITTEE BY THE DEPARTMENT THIRD STAFF CONFERENCE. UPON COMPLETION OF THE REVIEW THE 
DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE WILL SUBMIT THE PROPOSALS TO THE NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE FOR 
APPROVAL. AFTER APPROVAL, BY THE NATIONAL JUDGE ADVOCATE, THE DEPARTMENT JUDGE ADVOCATE WILL 
FOREWARD THE PROPOSALS TO THE DEPARTMENT ADJUTANT FOR DISTRIBUTION OF SUCH PROPOSALS TO THE 
DETACHMENTS WITHIN THIS DEPARTMENT, VIA DIRECT MAIL OR BY PUBLICATION IN THE APPROVED DEPARTMENT 
PUBLICATION, AT LEAST THIRTY (30) DAYS PRIOR TO THE OPENING OF THE DEPARTMENT CONVENTION AT WHICH 
THE REPEAL, REVISION OR AMENDMENT IS TO BE CONSIDERED. ALL REVISIONS, AMENDMENTS OR REPEALS, WHICH 
DO NOT PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE, WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE AS THE CLOSE OF THE DEPARTMENT 
CONVENTION AT WHICH THEY ARE APPROVED.  
 
 
 
 
98.01  CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS DISTRIBUTION.   (a)  EACH TIME THEY ARE REPRINTED.    ONE  (1)  COPY  TO  
BECOME  THE -PROPERTY OF THE  DETACHMENT COMMANDANT'S  OFFICE,  AND ONE  (1)  COPY  THE PROPERTY   OF 
THE  DETACHMENT  JUDGE ADVOCATE'S  OFFICE.   THESE COPIES MUST BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ANY MEMBER IN 
GOOD STANDING, FOR EXAMINATION, UPON REQUEST. 
 
   (b)  ANY MEMBER OF THE MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, OR ANY DETACHMENT, MAY PURCHASE ADDITIONAL COPIES OF 
THE DEPARTMENT CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS FOR A NOMINAL FEE, FROM THE DEPARTMENT QUARTERMASTER. 
 
 
 
99.01  REPEAL.   (a)  ALL EXISTING BYLAWS ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS,  MARINE CORPS LEAGUE,  
PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE HEREOF ARE HEREBY REPEALED. 
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